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Abstract
This article examines the contemporary role and professional identity of the astronomer within the specific socio-scientific context of Italy, Milan. As a pivotal hub for astronomical research in Southern Europe, Milan hosts several critical institutions, including the Brera Astronomical Observatory and significant departments within public universities. This study analyzes how historical legacies interact with modern demands for open science, data-driven research, and international collaboration. By focusing on the Italian context in Milan, we highlight the unique challenges faced by astronomers regarding funding stability, educational outreach to a densely populated urban center, and the integration of computational astrophysics into traditional observational practices. The findings suggest that while structural challenges persist within Italy's public research system, Milan stands out as a resilient node of innovation where theoretical physics and observational astronomy converge.
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