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Abstract:
This paper examines the evolving role of the professional librarian within the unique sociopolitical and administrative context of Brasília, Brazil. As the political heart of a nation characterized by vast territorial diversity and rapid technological integration, Brasília’s libraries serve as critical hubs for information democratization. This study analyzes how librarians in federal institutions, such as the National Library and major university repositories like those at UnB and UCB (University of the State of Brasília), navigate the dual challenges of preserving historical archival integrity while spearheading digital literacy initiatives. Through a qualitative review of recent policy shifts and professional practices, this article argues that the modern librarian in Brazil’s capital has transcended traditional custodial duties to become an essential agent in bridging the digital divide and fostering civic engagement among policymakers and citizens alike.
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Introduction
The implementation of modern information practices requires a nuanced understanding of local context, particularly in capital cities where administrative power and public access converge. In this regard, the professional known as the librarian plays a pivotal role in shaping how information flows within institutional frameworks. For many decades, the perception of library science was limited to cataloging and storage; however, contemporary demands have elevated this profession to one of strategic importance. In Brazil’s federal capital city of Brasília—a planned metropolis designed with specific urbanist principles—the function of the librarian has adapted significantly over recent years. This adaptation reflects broader national trends toward digital inclusion and open access while respecting the unique cultural dynamics present within Brazil's diverse regions. The significance of this role cannot be overstated given that Brasília houses numerous federal archives, government repositories, and higher education centers whose mission extends beyond mere academic research to include public service mandates. Consequently, understanding how librarians operate in this specific geographic location provides valuable insights into the future trajectory of information management across Latin America.
Historical Context and Institutional Frameworks
To comprehend the current state of library services in Brasília, it is essential first to examine its historical foundations. Established as Brazil's new capital in 1960, Brasília was envisioned as a symbol of modernity and progress. This vision extended into public infrastructure, including educational and informational institutions. The National Library of Brazil (BN), although originally located in Rio de Janeiro before moving its primary operations partly to the capital region due to administrative decentralization efforts, stands as a monumental example of how librarianship interacts with state power. Within this environment, professionals responsible for managing these collections face distinct challenges compared to their counterparts in other Brazilian states. Their work must align with national directives regarding cultural heritage preservation while simultaneously addressing local needs for accessible knowledge resources. Furthermore, universities situated within the Federal District (DF), such as the University of Brasília (UnB), have developed specialized library systems that cater specifically to graduate-level research and policy analysis relevant to governmental affairs.
The Shift from Custodian to Facilitator
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