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Annotated Bibliography: The Role of the Accountant in Saudi Arabia (Jeddah)
The following annotated bibliography compiles essential resources regarding the profession of accounting within the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, with a specific focus on the commercial hub of Jeddah. As the Kingdom implements Vision 2030, the demand for qualified accountants in Jeddah has surged due to economic diversification, the implementation of Value Added Tax (VAT), and the rapid growth of the private sector. These sources provide a comprehensive overview of the regulatory frameworks, ethical standards, and professional requirements necessary for accountants operating in this dynamic environment.
Introduction
Jeddah serves as the commercial gateway to Saudi Arabia and the Islamic world. For an accountant working in this city, understanding the intersection of international financial reporting standards and local Zakat and Tax regulations is paramount. The selected literature below addresses the legal obligations, the impact of digital transformation on financial reporting, and the specific cultural and economic factors influencing the accounting profession in the Kingdom.
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This publication establishes the ethical standards required for accountants in the Kingdom. It aligns with the International Ethics Standards Board for Accountants (IESBA) code but includes specific provisions relevant to the Saudi cultural and legal context. For professionals in Jeddah, this document is vital for navigating conflicts of interest, maintaining confidentiality, and upholding professional integrity. It serves as the benchmark for professional certification and ongoing practice within the country.
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Understanding the legal structure of businesses is fundamental for accountants in Saudi Arabia. This law governs the formation, operation, and dissolution of companies. For an accountant in Jeddah, where a vast array of commercial entities operate, this text is crucial for ensuring that financial reporting aligns with corporate governance requirements. It provides the legal basis for auditing requirements and shareholder rights, which are key areas of responsibility for professional accountants.
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This study focuses specifically on Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) in Jeddah and their adoption of digital accounting tools. It provides empirical evidence on how technology is changing the way accountants work in the city. The authors discuss the challenges and benefits of cloud accounting and automated tax filing systems. This resource is highly relevant for accountants looking to modernize their practices and assist local businesses in Jeddah with digital financial management.
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For accountants working in the banking and financial sectors in Jeddah, this document is indispensable. It outlines the strict reporting requirements and capital adequacy standards mandated by the Central Bank. The regulations ensure the stability of the financial system and require accountants to maintain high levels of accuracy and transparency in financial statements. This source is critical for understanding the specialized regulatory environment of the financial industry in Saudi Arabia.
Al-Ghamdi, M. (2023). "Cultural Factors Influencing Accounting Practices in Saudi Arabia." Arabian Business Review, 12(1), 22-35.
This article explores the influence of Islamic culture and Sharia law on accounting practices in the Kingdom. It discusses the concept of Zakat and how it differs from conventional taxation. For an accountant in Jeddah, understanding these cultural nuances is essential for effective communication with clients and stakeholders. The article provides insights into how ethical and religious considerations shape financial decision-making and reporting in the Saudi business environment.
Conclusion
The profession of accounting in Saudi Arabia, particularly in the bustling city of Jeddah, is undergoing significant transformation. The resources listed in this annotated bibliography provide a solid foundation for understanding the legal, ethical, and practical aspects of the field. From the implementation of VAT and IFRS to the cultural influences of Sharia law, these documents highlight the complexity and importance of the accountant's role in supporting the Kingdom's economic growth and Vision 2030 objectives.
