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This annotated bibliography explores the multifaceted role of the actor within the vibrant cultural landscape of Lagos, Nigeria. As the commercial hub of West Africa and the birthplace of the global phenomenon known as Nollywood, Lagos presents a unique environment for performance. The selected sources examine the socio-economic conditions, artistic evolution, and cultural significance of acting in this specific urban context. These entries provide a comprehensive overview of how actors navigate the intersection of traditional storytelling, modern commercial cinema, and the digital age in Lagos.
 Abrahams, R. (2010). Nollywood: The Creation of Nigerian Film Genres. Columbia University Press. 
This seminal work provides a foundational understanding of the genres that define the Nigerian film industry, primarily centered in Lagos. Abrahams analyzes how actors in Lagos adapt their performances to fit specific genre expectations, such as the "video village" melodramas and the emerging high-budget productions. The text is crucial for understanding the historical trajectory of the Lagosian actor, moving from amateur theatrical backgrounds to professional screen presence. It highlights how the economic constraints of early Lagos production influenced the acting styles that became synonymous with Nollywood globally.
 Chibuzor, C. (2018). The Business of Acting in Lagos: Survival, Stardom, and the Gig Economy. Journal of African Cultural Studies, 30(2), 145-162. 
Chibuzor offers a critical sociological perspective on the daily realities of actors in Lagos. The article details the precarious nature of employment in the city's entertainment sector, where actors often juggle multiple informal jobs to survive between film shoots. It provides valuable insight into the "survival acting" culture prevalent in Lagos neighborhoods like Surulere and Ikeja. This source is essential for understanding the economic pressures that shape the career choices and artistic risks taken by performers in Nigeria's largest city.
 Gbadamosi, A. (2015). From Stage to Screen: The Evolution of Performance in Lagos. University of Lagos Press. 
This book traces the lineage of acting in Lagos from the colonial-era theater groups to the contemporary digital streaming era. Gbadamosi argues that the discipline of stage acting in Lagos provided the technical foundation for the industry's early stars. The text is particularly useful for examining how traditional Yoruba theater techniques have been integrated into modern screen acting. It serves as a bridge between the historical appreciation of the actor as a community storyteller and the modern actor as a global celebrity.
 Iwu, E. (2020). Digital Disruption: How Social Media is Reshaping the Actor's Role in Lagos. African Media Review, 34(1), 88-105. 
Iwu explores the impact of platforms like Instagram and TikTok on the visibility and agency of actors in Lagos. The article discusses how Lagosian actors are bypassing traditional gatekeepers to build direct relationships with audiences. This source is vital for understanding the current state of the industry, where personal branding is as important as acting skill. It highlights the shift in power dynamics, allowing emerging actors in Lagos to gain recognition without the need for major studio backing.
 Nwosu, P. (2017). Gender and Performance: The Female Actor in Contemporary Lagos Cinema. Feminist Media Studies, 17(4), 560-575. 
This article critically examines the representation and treatment of female actors within the Lagos film industry. Nwosu analyzes the types of roles available to women and the societal expectations placed upon them both on and off screen. The text provides a nuanced look at the challenges female actors face in Lagos, including typecasting and safety concerns on set. It is an important resource for understanding the gendered dimensions of acting careers in Nigeria and the ongoing efforts to achieve parity in the industry.
 Ogunyemi, T. (2019). Language and Identity: The Polyglot Actor of Lagos. Language in Society, 48(3), 321-340. 
Ogunyemi investigates the linguistic demands placed on actors in Lagos, a city characterized by its linguistic diversity. The article discusses the necessity for actors to be proficient in English, Pidgin, Yoruba, and often Igbo or Hausa to secure roles. This source illuminates how language proficiency influences an actor's marketability and range in Lagos. It underscores the actor's role as a cultural mediator who navigates and represents the complex linguistic identity of the Nigerian metropolis.
 Smith, J. & Adeyemi, L. (2021). Global Nollywood: The Internationalization of the Lagos Actor. Routledge. 
This collaborative work examines how actors based in Lagos are increasingly participating in international co-productions and global streaming platforms. The authors analyze the changing aesthetic standards and the pressure on Lagosian actors to adapt their performances for global audiences. It provides a forward-looking perspective on the career trajectories of actors in Nigeria, suggesting a future where the Lagos actor is a central figure in the global entertainment economy.
 Uzodike, A. (2016). Urban Space and Performance: The Geography of Acting in Lagos. Urban Studies Journal, 53(8), 1670-1685. 
Uzodike explores the physical environment of Lagos and its impact on the acting profession. The article discusses how the city's infrastructure, traffic, and distinct neighborhoods influence production schedules and the daily lives of actors. It provides a unique geographical perspective, arguing that the chaotic energy of Lagos is intrinsically linked to the intensity of the performances produced there. This source is valuable for understanding the environmental context in which the Lagos actor operates.
