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Annotated Bibliography: The Role of the Biologist in South Africa Cape Town
This annotated bibliography compiles key resources regarding the work, challenges, and contributions of biologists operating within the unique ecological and socio-economic landscape of Cape Town, South Africa. The region, part of the Cape Floristic Region—a global biodiversity hotspot—presents distinct opportunities and threats that define the practice of biology in this area. The selected sources cover marine conservation, fynbos ecology, urban biodiversity, and the socio-political dimensions of biological research in South Africa.
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Invasive alien species are a major threat to the unique ecosystems of Cape Town, and this publication by the South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) is a key reference for biologists tackling this issue. Van Wilgen and Richardson detail the ecological impacts of invasive plants on water resources and native biodiversity in the Western Cape. The source outlines the biological and mechanical control methods used by biologists in the region. It is a practical guide that reflects the hands-on, management-oriented approach required of biologists working in Cape Town's fragile environments.
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