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This annotated bibliography compiles key resources regarding the practice of dentistry within the specific socio-economic context of Caracas, Venezuela. The selected sources address the impact of the economic crisis on oral health, the migration of dental professionals, the availability of pharmaceutical supplies, and the adaptation of clinical practices in the capital city. These references are essential for understanding the current landscape for a dentist operating in this region.
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This source is critical for understanding the limitations of the public sector. It highlights the stark contrast between the theoretical standards of care and the practical reality in Caracas' public hospitals. It is highly relevant for dentists considering working in the public system or understanding the patient population's history of untreated dental issues.
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Gonzalez examines how private dental clinics in Caracas have adapted to survive. The study covers the shift to dollarized pricing, the importation of materials through informal channels, and the use of alternative payment methods.
This is a practical resource for any dentist planning to open or manage a private practice in Caracas. It offers real-world examples of business resilience and financial management strategies necessary to operate in a volatile economy.
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This peer-reviewed article discusses the widening gap in oral health outcomes between wealthy and impoverished neighborhoods in Caracas. It highlights the prevalence of untreated caries and periodontal disease in lower-income areas due to lack of access to care.
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This study investigates the availability of essential dental drugs, including antibiotics and local anesthetics, in Caracas pharmacies. It details the reliance on cross-border trade from Colombia to secure necessary medications.
Crucial for clinical practice. Dentists in Caracas must understand these supply chain dynamics to ensure they can prescribe and administer effective treatments. The article provides insights into which medications are consistently available and which are scarce.
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This official government document outlines the state's goals for improving oral health, including preventive programs and the expansion of the Barrio Adentro dental clinics.
While the implementation of this plan has been inconsistent due to economic factors, it remains the official regulatory framework. Dentists working within the state system must be familiar with its guidelines and objectives.
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Silva explores how a subset of high-end private clinics in Caracas has adopted digital dentistry, including CAD/CAM systems and digital radiography, despite the broader economic challenges.
This source is important for understanding the dual nature of the dental market in Caracas. It shows that while many struggle, there is a niche market for advanced, technology-driven dental care catering to the upper class and expatriates.
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This report provides a macro-level view of the health system's collapse, with specific sections dedicated to the impact on specialized care, including dentistry. It discusses the breakdown of referral systems and the lack of maintenance for dental equipment.
A foundational text for understanding the broader context. It validates the challenges faced by individual practitioners and provides data that can be used to advocate for better resources or international aid for dental health in Caracas.
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