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Annotated Bibliography: The Role of the Oceanographer in Sri Lanka Colombo
This annotated bibliography compiles essential resources regarding the field of oceanography, with a specific focus on the geographical and economic context of Sri Lanka Colombo. As a strategic island nation located at the crossroads of major shipping lanes in the Indian Ocean, Sri Lanka relies heavily on its marine environment. Colombo, serving as the commercial capital and a major port city, is the hub for marine research, fisheries management, and coastal engineering. The following entries highlight the critical work of oceanographers in addressing challenges such as coastal erosion, sustainable fisheries, climate change impacts, and the development of the Colombo Port City. These sources provide a foundation for understanding how scientific inquiry directly influences policy and development in this region.
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This article explores the broader implications of global climate change on Sri Lanka’s coastline, with specific case studies from the Colombo district. The authors analyze historical sea-level data and project future rises, emphasizing the threat to low-lying areas and freshwater aquifers. For oceanographers, this text provides the necessary context to advocate for climate adaptation strategies. It underscores the role of the scientist in informing policy decisions related to urban planning, infrastructure resilience, and community relocation in the face of rising oceans.
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The University of Colombo is a leading institution for marine science in the region. This annual report summarizes ongoing research projects, including studies on coral reef health, marine mammal populations, and plankton dynamics in the Colombo harbor. It serves as a valuable resource for identifying current research gaps and collaboration opportunities. For oceanographers, this document highlights the academic contributions to the field and provides access to local datasets that are critical for understanding the specific biological characteristics of the waters surrounding the capital.
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This strategic document outlines a vision for leveraging Sri Lanka’s marine resources for economic development while ensuring sustainability. It places a strong emphasis on the role of science and technology, specifically the work of oceanographers, in managing fisheries, tourism, and marine energy. For professionals in Colombo, this report provides a macro-economic perspective on their work, illustrating how scientific data translates into national policy. It is essential reading for understanding the future direction of marine governance and investment in the country.
