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The following annotated bibliography compiles essential literature regarding the profession of the oceanographer within the context of the United States. This collection highlights the scientific, economic, and environmental contributions of oceanographers, with specific attention to institutions and research hubs prominent in the American landscape, including the Great Lakes region and the broader national framework. The entries below are formatted according to the Chicago Manual of Style (Notes and Bibliography system), reflecting the academic standards often utilized in universities across the United States, including those in Chicago.
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Thurman, Harold V., and Alan P. Trujillo. Essentials of Oceanography. 14th ed. Boston: Pearson, 2020.
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While much oceanography focuses on saltwater, this report highlights the work of limnologists and oceanographers studying the Great Lakes, a region of immense importance to the United States, particularly the state of Illinois and the city of Chicago. The document details research on invasive species, algal blooms, and water quality. It demonstrates that the skills and methodologies of the oceanographer are equally applicable to large freshwater systems. This source is crucial for contextualizing the profession within the Midwest United States, showing how local environmental challenges are addressed through rigorous scientific inquiry similar to that used in coastal oceanography.
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This strategic plan outlines the future direction of oceanographic research funding in the United States. It identifies key priorities such as understanding the deep ocean, improving coastal resilience, and advancing ocean technology. The document is essential for understanding the economic and political support structures that enable oceanographers to conduct their work. It reflects the national commitment to exploring and protecting the oceans. For researchers in the United States, this plan provides insight into emerging trends and funding opportunities, shaping the career landscape for future oceanographers.
