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Introduction
The landscape of educational support in Argentina has undergone significant transformation over the last three decades. In the province of Buenos Aires, the role of the School Counselor—often historically referred to as the Orientador Escolar—has shifted from a disciplinary function to a holistic support system. This annotated bibliography compiles key resources that explore the theoretical frameworks, legal mandates, and practical challenges facing school counselors in Buenos Aires. These sources highlight the intersection of psychology, pedagogy, and social work within the Argentine public education system, addressing issues ranging from adolescent mental health to the implementation of national educational laws.
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This foundational document establishes the constitutional basis for education in Argentina. While not exclusively about school counseling, it mandates the state's responsibility to ensure equal access to education and the protection of rights for minors. For the school counselor in Buenos Aires, this text is critical for understanding the legal authority required to intervene in cases of student vulnerability, bullying, or family crisis. It provides the macro-level justification for the counselor's role as a defender of student rights within the school environment.
2. National Education Law
Argentina. (2006). Ley de Educación Nacional No. 26.206. Buenos Aires: Ministerio de Educación.
The Ley de Educación Nacional (LEN) is the primary legislation governing the Argentine education system. It explicitly recognizes the importance of educational orientation and guidance as a transversal axis of the curriculum. For practitioners in Buenos Aires, this law defines the counselor's mandate to support student retention and reduce dropout rates. It emphasizes a shift from remedial assistance to proactive guidance, requiring counselors to collaborate with teachers and families to create inclusive learning environments.
3. Theoretical Foundations of Orientation
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Cappelletti is a prominent voice in Argentine educational theory. This text critically analyzes the evolution of the school counselor in Argentina, arguing against the medicalization of school problems. It is particularly relevant for counselors in Buenos Aires as it advocates for a socio-constructivist approach. The author suggests that counselors must address the structural inequalities present in the province's diverse school districts, moving beyond individual psychological counseling to address systemic barriers to learning.
4. Mental Health in Schools
Ministerio de Salud de la Nación. (2012). Programa Nacional de Salud Mental y Educación. Buenos Aires: Gobierno de la Nación.
This government report outlines the collaboration between the health and education sectors. It is a vital resource for school counselors in Buenos Aires dealing with adolescent mental health crises, which have seen a rise in recent years. The document provides protocols for identifying mental health issues, managing referrals to public health services, and implementing prevention programs within schools. It underscores the counselor's role as a bridge between the educational institution and the public health network.
5. Social Context and Vulnerability
Gvirtz, S., & Palamidessi, M. (2013). La escuela y la desigualdad: Desafíos para la orientación. Buenos Aires: Manantial.
Gvirtz and Palamidessi explore the impact of social inequality on the Argentine school system. This work is essential for understanding the specific context of Buenos Aires, where schools often serve highly diverse socioeconomic populations. The authors argue that the school counselor must be a political and social actor, not just a technical assistant. The text provides strategies for counselors to work with marginalized communities, addressing issues such as poverty, migration, and family instability that directly affect student performance.
6. Bullying and Coexistence
Ministerio de Educación de la Provincia de Buenos Aires. (2018). Guía para la prevención y abordaje del bullying en las escuelas. La Plata: Dirección General de Cultura y Educación.
This provincial guide is a practical manual specifically designed for the Buenos Aires education system. It provides actionable steps for school counselors to identify, prevent, and resolve cases of bullying and school violence. The document emphasizes the importance of creating a school climate of respect and inclusion. It is a key reference for counselors developing institutional protocols and conducting workshops with students, teachers, and parents in the province.
7. Vocational Guidance
López, A. (2015). Orientación vocacional en el contexto argentino: Realidades y expectativas. Buenos Aires: Homo Sapiens.
Vocational guidance is a core function of the school counselor in Argentina, particularly during the secondary school years. López examines the challenges of guiding students in a volatile economic context. The text is highly relevant for counselors in Buenos Aires, offering tools to help students navigate career choices while considering local labor market realities. It critiques traditional testing methods and promotes a narrative approach to vocational counseling that empowers students to construct their own life projects.
8. Teacher-Counselor Collaboration
Serrano, M. (2019). Trabajo colaborativo entre docentes y orientadores en la escuela secundaria. Buenos Aires: Novedades Educativas.
This recent publication addresses the often-tense relationship between classroom teachers and school counselors. Serrano argues for a model of co-responsibility, where counselors and teachers work together to support student learning. For the Buenos Aires context, this text offers practical strategies for interdisciplinary teamwork, helping to break down silos within the school. It is particularly useful for counselors seeking to integrate their work more deeply into the pedagogical process rather than operating in isolation.
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