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This annotated bibliography compiles essential resources regarding the development, implementation, and challenges of school counseling within the educational landscape of Almaty, Kazakhstan. It addresses the transition from traditional pedagogical psychology to modern counseling frameworks, the impact of cultural values, and the specific needs of students in Kazakhstan's largest city.
Introduction
The concept of the school counselor in Kazakhstan is evolving rapidly. Historically, student support was the domain of the "pedagogical psychologist," a role focused heavily on assessment and administrative compliance rather than holistic student development. In Almaty, a cosmopolitan hub with a mix of public, private, and international schools, the demand for Western-style counseling—focusing on career guidance, mental health, and social-emotional learning—is increasing. The following sources provide a comprehensive overview of this shift.
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Conclusion
The literature reviewed demonstrates that the role of the school counselor in Almaty is at a critical juncture of development. Practitioners must navigate a complex landscape involving state regulations, cultural expectations, and the diverse needs of a modern urban student population. These sources collectively emphasize the need for professionalization, cultural sensitivity, and a shift towards holistic student support.
