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Introduction
The educational landscape in Dubai, United Arab Emirates (UAE), is characterized by rapid growth, cultural diversity, and a strong emphasis on academic excellence. As the emirate continues to attract expatriate families and international institutions, the role of the School Counselor has evolved from a peripheral support function to a central component of student welfare and academic success. This annotated bibliography compiles key literature regarding the professionalization, regulatory frameworks, and cultural nuances of school counseling within the UAE context.
The selected sources address the specific challenges faced by counselors in Dubai, including the integration of Western counseling models with local Emirati cultural values, the regulatory requirements set by the Knowledge and Human Development Authority (KHDA), and the mental health needs of a transient, multicultural student population. These resources are essential for educators, policymakers, and counseling professionals operating within the UAE's unique educational ecosystem.
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