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This annotated bibliography compiles essential literature regarding the practice, challenges, and evolution of social work within the specific context of Cairo, Egypt. It addresses the unique socio-economic landscape of the Egyptian capital, the impact of recent political transitions, and the professionalization of the social worker in a developing nation.
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This study evaluates the effectiveness of child protection mechanisms in Cairo. The authors compare national legislation regarding child welfare with the actual practices observed in social service centers. They find that while laws are often progressive on paper, the implementation is hindered by a lack of resources, corruption, and a shortage of trained social workers. The article specifically addresses the issue of street children in Cairo, noting that social workers often lack the authority to enforce protective measures without police cooperation.
This source is critical for those interested in the sub-field of child welfare. It exposes the systemic gaps that social workers in Egypt must navigate. The comparison between policy and practice offers a realistic view of the limitations faced by practitioners in Cairo.
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Khalil investigates the deep-rooted stigma surrounding mental health in Egyptian society and how social workers in Cairo are positioned to address it. The article argues that social workers are often the first point of contact for individuals with mental health issues, as psychiatric services are viewed with suspicion. The study details community-based interventions used in Cairo to destigmatize mental illness and integrate psychological support into general social services.
Highly relevant given the growing recognition of mental health needs in Egypt. This article demonstrates the expanding scope of the social worker's role beyond material aid to include psychological support. It is an excellent resource for understanding community engagement strategies in Cairo.
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This paper focuses on the delivery of social services in Cairo's informal settlements, where a significant portion of the population resides. Mahmoud describes the unique challenges these areas present, including lack of infrastructure, high population density, and weak governance. The study highlights how social workers in these areas often rely on informal networks and community leaders to deliver aid. It also discusses the impact of recent government housing projects on the social fabric of these communities.
This is a key text for understanding the geographical and logistical challenges of social work in Cairo. It provides specific examples of how practitioners adapt to environments where formal state structures are absent or ineffective. The case study approach makes the findings highly applicable.
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Omar looks forward, analyzing the ongoing efforts to professionalize social work in Egypt. The article discusses the establishment of licensing requirements and ethical codes for social workers. It examines the resistance to these changes from both the government, which prefers to control social services, and from practitioners who feel underqualified. The author predicts that the future of the profession in Cairo will depend on the ability of social workers to demonstrate their value in achieving national development goals.
This source provides a contemporary perspective on the trajectory of the profession. It is essential for understanding the current regulatory environment in Egypt. The discussion on professional identity is particularly relevant for students and new entrants to the field in Cairo.
