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Personal Information
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Address: 12 Rue des Étoiles, Kinshasa, DR Congo
Email: jb.mbandaka@astronomy.cd
Phone: +243 999 123 456
Professional Summary
A dedicated Astronomer with over a decade of experience in celestial research, education, and community outreach in DR Congo Kinshasa. Specialized in astrophysics and observational astronomy, with a focus on leveraging astronomical studies to inspire scientific curiosity in African youth. Committed to advancing space science in the Democratic Republic of the Congo through collaboration with local institutions and international organizations. Proven expertise in data analysis, telescope operations, and public engagement initiatives tailored to the unique challenges and opportunities of DR Congo.
Education
· Bachelor of Science in Physics, University of Kinshasa (2005–2008)
· Masters in Astrophysics, University of Kinshasa (2011–2013)
· PhD in Astronomy, University of Leiden, Netherlands (2016–2019) – Specializing in celestial mechanics and star formation.
Work Experience
National Astronomical Observatory of DR Congo (NAODRC)
Senior Research Astronomer (2019–Present)
· Lead research on the impact of light pollution in Kinshasa, developing strategies to preserve dark skies for astronomical observations.
· Collaborated with the African Institute for Mathematical Sciences (AIMS) to integrate astronomy into secondary school curricula.
· Managed the operation of the NAODRC's 1.5-meter telescope, providing training to local scientists and students.
Assistant Researcher
University of Kinshasa (2013–2019)
· Pioneered a citizen science project to map celestial events visible from DR Congo, involving over 500 participants.
· Published research on the correlation between solar activity and weather patterns in Central Africa.
· Organized annual public stargazing events in Kinshasa, fostering interest in astronomy among underserved communities.
Research Projects
· "Mapping the Night Sky of DR Congo" (2020–Present): A collaborative initiative with the European Southern Observatory (ESO) to create a comprehensive atlas of celestial objects visible from Kinshasa.
· "Astronomy for Development in Africa" (2017–2019): Funded by the International Astronomical Union (IAU), this project focused on using astronomy as a tool for STEM education in DR Congo.
· "Studying Star Formation in the Southern Hemisphere" (2015–2017): Analyzed data from the Atacama Large Millimeter Array (ALMA) to understand star formation processes in regions observable from DR Congo.
Skills
· Technical: Data analysis (Python, IRAF, MATLAB), telescope operation (Cassegrain, radio telescopes), astrophotography.
· Research: Scientific writing, grant proposal development, peer review.
· Communication: Public speaking, science journalism in French and Lingala, community engagement.
Publications and Presentations
· "Light Pollution in Kinshasa: Challenges and Solutions," *African Journal of Astronomy* (2021).
· "Astronomy Education in DR Congo: A Pathway to Innovation," presented at the IAU General Assembly (2018).
· "Celestial Events and Their Cultural Significance in Central Africa," published in *The Journal of African Studies* (2020).
Professional Affiliations
· Member, International Astronomical Union (IAU)
· Founder, Kinshasa Astronomy Society
· Advisor, African Astronomers Network (AAN)
Languages and Certifications
· Languages: French (native), English (fluent), Lingala (proficient).
· Certifications: "Astronomy for Educators" from the IAU (2017), "Data Science in Astronomy" from Coursera (2020).
Community Engagement
As an Astronomer in DR Congo Kinshasa, I have actively contributed to community development through:
· Hosting workshops at local schools and universities to teach basic astronomy principles.
· Collaborating with NGOs to establish "Stargazing Clubs" in rural areas, promoting science literacy.
· Participating in radio and TV programs to discuss recent astronomical discoveries and their relevance to DR Congo.
Conclusion
My work as an Astronomer in DR Congo Kinshasa reflects a deep commitment to advancing scientific knowledge while addressing the unique needs of the region. By combining cutting-edge research with community outreach, I aim to inspire the next generation of scientists and strengthen DR Congo's role in the global astronomical community.
