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Contact Information
Name: John Mwakasungura
Email: john.mwakasungura@filmdirectortanzania.com
Phone: +255 789 123 456
Location: Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
Professional Summary
A passionate and award-winning Film Director based in Tanzania Dar es Salaam, with over 10 years of experience in creating cinematic narratives that celebrate African culture, social issues, and local storytelling. My work has been showcased at international film festivals while remaining deeply rooted in the vibrant communities of Tanzania. As a Film Director committed to empowering local talent and promoting Tanzanian stories globally, I have directed projects ranging from feature films to documentaries that highlight the diversity of life in Dar es Salaam and beyond.
Education
Bachelor of Arts in Film Studies
University of Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
Graduated: 2010
Master’s Degree in Cinematic Arts
New York University (NYU), USA
Graduated: 2013
Certification in Digital Filmmaking
African Film Academy, Kenya (in collaboration with Dar es Salaam Film Institute)
Completed: 2015
Professional Experience
Film Director | Tanzania Media Works (2018–Present)
Lead director for over 20 projects, including feature films and short documentaries. Collaborated with local actors, writers, and production teams in Dar es Salaam to create content that reflects Tanzanian socio-cultural dynamics. Key projects include:
· "The Streets of Dar" (2021) – A feature film exploring urban life in Dar es Salaam, screened at the Zanzibar International Film Festival (ZIFF).
· "Voices of the Coast" (2020) – A documentary on coastal communities, co-produced with UNESCO and aired on national television.
Film Director | East African Film Collective (2015–2018)
Directed a series of short films focusing on women’s rights, environmental conservation, and youth empowerment in Tanzania. My work was recognized at the Nairobi International Film Festival and the Cape Town Film Market.
Assistant Director | Dar es Salaam Film Studio (2010–2015)
Gained foundational experience in film production, working on both local and international co-productions. Assisted in directing projects such as "Safari Dreams" (2013) and "Rhythm of the Savanna" (2014), which were distributed across East Africa.
Key Projects & Achievements
"Echoes of the Serengeti" (2019) – A documentary about wildlife conservation, awarded Best Documentary at the Dar es Salaam International Film Festival.
"The Silent City" (2017) – A drama film exploring post-election tensions in Tanzania, featured in the Pan-African Film Festival (FESPACO) in Burkina Faso.
Workshops & Mentorship: Regularly conduct film workshops for young talents in Dar es Salaam, focusing on storytelling and technical skills. Partnered with the Tanzanian Cultural Center to launch a youth filmmaking initiative.
Skills
· Storyboarding and scriptwriting for film and television
· Cinematography, editing, and post-production (Adobe Premiere Pro, Final Cut Pro)
· Leadership in managing film crews and coordinating with local communities
· Cultural sensitivity and storytelling rooted in Tanzanian traditions
· Fluency in Swahili and English; basic knowledge of French
Professional Affiliations & Certifications
Tanzania Film Association (TFA) – Member since 2012, actively involved in policy advocacy for local filmmakers.
African Cinema Guild (ACG) – Participated in regional networking events to foster cross-border collaborations.
Certified by the Dar es Salaam Film Institute – Advanced training in narrative techniques and film analysis (2016).
Language Proficiency
· Swahili (Native)
· English (Fluent)
· French (Basic – for international collaborations)
Awards & Recognition
BEST DIRECTOR AWARD – Zanzibar International Film Festival (2021) for "The Streets of Dar."
YOUTH FILM INITIATIVE AWARD – Tanzania Cultural Center (2019) for mentoring young filmmakers in Dar es Salaam.
OUTSTANDING CONTRIBUTION TO CINEMA – East African Film Association (2017).
Additional Information
Community Involvement: Active participant in the Dar es Salaam Arts Council, promoting film as a tool for social change. Volunteered to create content for NGOs focusing on education and health in underserved areas.
Public Speaking: Delivered keynote speeches at the Tanzania Film Summit (2020) and the African Storytelling Conference (2019), emphasizing the role of film in preserving cultural heritage.
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