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Contact Information
Name: John K. Mwangi
Address: Plot 12, Kampala Road, Kololo, Kampala, Uganda
Email: john.mwangi@filmdirectoruganda.com
Phone: +256 789 123 456
Professional Summary
A seasoned Film Director based in Uganda Kampala, with over a decade of experience in crafting compelling narratives that reflect the vibrant culture and socio-political landscape of East Africa. As a dedicated storyteller, I have directed award-winning short films and documentaries that have been showcased at international film festivals while contributing to the growth of Uganda's nascent film industry. My work emphasizes authenticity, innovation, and community engagement, making me a key figure in the Ugandan cinematic scene.
Education
Bachelor of Arts in Film Studies
Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda
Graduated: 2012
Relevant coursework: Cinematography, Film Theory, Documentary Production, Scriptwriting.
Master of Fine Arts in Directing
SAVVY Arts Institute (International), Online Program
Graduated: 2016
Focused on narrative structures, visual storytelling, and cross-cultural filmmaking.
Professional Experience
Film Director
Makindu Films Limited, Kampala, Uganda
January 2018 – Present
· Directed and produced over 15 short films, including "Echoes of the Nile," a documentary on Ugandan cultural heritage that won Best Documentary at the 2021 Uganda Film Festival.
· Collaborated with local actors, writers, and producers to develop scripts rooted in Ugandan traditions and modern challenges.
· Managed budgets up to $50,000 for feature-length projects, ensuring efficient use of resources while maintaining artistic integrity.
Assistant Director
Kampala Motion Pictures, Kampala, Uganda
March 2014 – December 2017
· Supported directors in pre-production, production, and post-production phases of over 20 films.
· Coordinated with crew members to ensure seamless execution of shooting schedules and location scouting in Uganda Kampala and surrounding regions.
Freelance Director
Independent Projects, Kampala, Uganda
January 2012 – February 2014
· Directed short films for NGOs and community organizations, focusing on themes like education, gender equality, and environmental conservation.
· Participated in the "Kampala Film Lab," a grassroots initiative to train emerging filmmakers in Uganda.
Key Skills
· Cinematography: Proficient in camera operation, lighting, and composition for both studio and location shoots.
· Scriptwriting: Skilled in developing original scripts and adapting literary works into visual narratives.
· Post-Production: Experienced in editing with Adobe Premiere Pro, DaVinci Resolve, and sound design software.
· Cultural Sensitivity: Deep understanding of Ugandan traditions, languages (including Luganda and English), and storytelling techniques.
· Team Leadership: Adept at managing diverse teams of crew members, actors, and stakeholders in Uganda Kampala's dynamic film environment.
Awards & Recognition
Best Documentary Award, Uganda Film Festival 2021
For "Echoes of the Nile."
Emerging Director of the Year, East African Cinema Awards 2019
Recognized for innovative storytelling in short films.
Special Mention, Kampala International Film Festival 2018
For the film "Voices from the Valley," highlighting rural life in Uganda.
Notable Projects
· "Echoes of the Nile" (2020): A 45-minute documentary exploring Uganda's historical and cultural landmarks, produced with funding from the Ugandan Ministry of Information.
· "The River’s Whisper" (2019): A feature film shot in Kampala and Mubende, focusing on youth unemployment and resilience. Screened at the 2020 African Movie Academy Awards.
· "Kampala Dreams" (2017): A short film co-produced with the Uganda Women’s Development Foundation, highlighting women's empowerment in urban settings.
Professional Affiliations
· Uganda Filmmakers Association (UFA), Member since 2015.
· African Cinema Alliance (ACA), Active participant in regional film development workshops.
Languages
· English (Fluent)
· Luganda (Native)
· Swahili (Basic)
Additional Information
Certifications: Adobe Premiere Pro Certification, 2018; Fundamentals of Film Production, SAVVY Arts Institute.
Volunteer Work: Mentored 50+ aspiring filmmakers through the "Kampala Youth Cinema Initiative," a program aimed at fostering talent in Uganda.
Cultural Contributions: Collaborated with local communities in Kampala to preserve oral histories through film, ensuring their stories reach global audiences.
Conclusion
A Film Director deeply rooted in Uganda Kampala's creative ecosystem, committed to elevating African storytelling through cinematic excellence. With a portfolio that bridges local narratives and international appeal, I aim to continue shaping the future of Ugandan cinema while fostering collaboration across East Africa.
