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Curriculum Vitae
Photographer – United States Chicago
Name: Michael A. Thompson
Email: michael.thompson.photography@gmail.com
Phone: (312) 555-0198
Address: 1234 W. Addison Street, Chicago, IL 60613, United States
Professional Summary
A dedicated and award-winning photographer based in the vibrant city of Chicago, Illinois. With over a decade of experience capturing the essence of urban life, culture, and storytelling through the lens. Specializing in commercial photography, portrait sessions, event coverage, and documentary work that reflects the unique spirit of the United States Chicago community. Passionate about using visual art to connect people with their environment and history. A strong advocate for local artists and businesses in Chicago's dynamic creative landscape.
Education
· Bachelor of Fine Arts in Photography, School of the Art Institute of Chicago, Chicago, IL (2008–2012)
· Certificate in Advanced Lighting Techniques, Chicago Photographic Workshop, Chicago, IL (2013)
· Master’s Degree in Visual Storytelling, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, Urbana, IL (2015–2017)
Professional Experience
Senior Photographer
Chicago Visual Arts Collective (CVAC), Chicago, IL
January 2018 – Present
· Lead photographer for commercial campaigns, including advertising for local businesses and national brands in the United States Chicago market.
· Collaborated with fashion designers, event planners, and corporate clients to create visually striking content that aligns with their brand identity.
· Managed a team of 5 photographers, providing mentorship and ensuring consistency in quality across projects.
· Produced high-resolution images for print and digital media, including magazines such as The Chicago Tribune and Chicago Magazine.
Freelance Photographer
Micah Thompson Photography, Chicago, IL
June 2012 – December 2017
· Provided portrait, event, and wedding photography services to clients across the United States Chicago area.
· Developed a strong online portfolio and utilized social media platforms like Instagram and Facebook to grow a following of 10k+ followers in the Chicago community.
· Partnered with local venues, such as The Art Institute of Chicago and Millennium Park, to host photo exhibitions that highlighted the city's cultural heritage.
· Received multiple awards for excellence in photography from the Chicago Professional Photographers Association (CPPA).
Skills
· Technical Proficiency: Expertise in using DSLR and mirrorless cameras (Canon, Nikon, Sony), lighting equipment, and post-production software (Adobe Photoshop, Lightroom).
· Specialized Photography: Portrait photography, event coverage (weddings, corporate events), street photography, and documentary-style shooting.
· Communication: Strong interpersonal skills to build rapport with clients and capture authentic moments in the United States Chicago environment.
· Creativity & Vision: A keen eye for composition, color, and storytelling that reflects the diversity of Chicago's neighborhoods and cultures.
Portfolio/Projects
· "Chicago in Focus": A long-term documentary project capturing the daily lives of residents in Chicago’s South Side, featured in the 2021 Chicago Art Biennial.
· "Cityscapes of the Midwest": A series of architectural and landscape photographs highlighting iconic landmarks like the Willis Tower and Lake Michigan, published in Midwest Photography Journal.
· Commercial Work: Photography for local brands such as The Chicago Coffee House, Urban Art Collective, and Chicago Bulls’ promotional campaigns.
Certifications & Awards
· Award of Excellence in Commercial Photography, Chicago Professional Photographers Association (CPPA), 2019.
· Adobe Certified Expert, Adobe Systems, 2016.
· Member of the American Society of Media Photographers (ASMP), United States Chicago Chapter.
Languages
· English (Native)
· Spanish (Proficient)
References
Available upon request. Contact Michael A. Thompson at michael.thompson.photography@gmail.com or (312) 555-0198.
Curriculum Vitae for Photographer in United States Chicago – Designed to reflect the unique blend of creativity, technical skill, and community engagement that defines the Chicago photography scene.
