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Professional Summary
Professor Dr. Maria Helena Costa Ferreira is a distinguished academic and researcher based in Brazil São Paulo, with over 15 years of experience in environmental sciences, sustainable development, and ecological policy. A native of São Paulo state, she has dedicated her career to advancing scientific knowledge while fostering collaboration between academia and local communities in Brazil. Her work at the Universidade de São Paulo (USP) has positioned her as a leading figure in environmental education and interdisciplinary research. As a Professor in Brazil São Paulo, she combines rigorous academic training with a commitment to addressing global challenges through localized solutions.
Education
Bachelor of Science in Ecology
Universidade de São Paulo (USP), Brazil São Paulo
Graduated: 2005
Thesis: "Biodiversity Conservation Strategies in the Atlantic Rainforest"
Master of Science in Environmental Policy
Faculdade de Economia, Administração e Contabilidade (FEA-USP), Brazil São Paulo
Graduated: 2008
Thesis: "Economic Impacts of Deforestation in the Amazon Basin"
Doctorate in Environmental Sciences
Universidade de São Paulo (USP), Brazil São Paulo
Graduated: 2011
Dissertation: "Climate Change Mitigation Through Urban Green Infrastructure"
Professional Experience
Professor of Environmental Sciences
Universidade de São Paulo (USP), Brazil São Paulo
January 2015 – Present
- Teaching undergraduate and graduate courses in ecology, environmental policy, and sustainability.
- Leading research projects on urban biodiversity and climate resilience in Brazil São Paulo.
- Collaborating with municipal agencies to develop green infrastructure initiatives for São Paulo city.
Postdoctoral Researcher
Instituto de Pesquisas Ecológicas (IPÊ), Brazil São Paulo
January 2012 – December 2014
- Focused on restoring degraded ecosystems in the Cerrado biome.
- Published findings in peer-reviewed journals such as "Journal of Environmental Management."
Visiting Research Fellow
Harvard University, Cambridge, MA, USA
July 2018 – December 2018
- Collaborated on a global study of urban sustainability metrics.
- Presented research at the International Congress on Environmental Science in São Paulo.
Research Interests
· Urban ecology and green infrastructure in Brazil São Paulo
· Sustainable development policies for tropical ecosystems
· Climate change adaptation strategies for megacities
· Educational programs to promote environmental literacy in Brazil
Publications (Selected)
"Green Infrastructure and Urban Resilience in São Paulo: A Case Study"
Journal of Environmental Management, 2021
Co-authored with Dr. João Silva (USP) and Dr. Ana Maria Alves (UNICAMP).
"Biodiversity Corridors in the Atlantic Rainforest: Challenges and Opportunities"
Ecological Applications, 2019
Highlighted the role of São Paulo state in maintaining ecological connectivity.
"Policy Frameworks for Sustainable Urban Development in Brazil"
Environmental Policy and Governance, 2017
Analyzed the effectiveness of federal and state-level initiatives in São Paulo.
Teaching Experience
· Undergraduate Courses: "Introduction to Environmental Science," "Ecology of Tropical Ecosystems"
· Graduate Courses: "Environmental Policy Analysis," "Sustainable Urban Planning"
· Taught at USP's São Paulo Campus, with a focus on integrating fieldwork and community engagement.
Awards and Honors
· Professor of the Year, Universidade de São Paulo (2019)
· Outstanding Researcher Award, Brazilian Society of Ecology (2017)
· Fellow of the Brazilian Academy of Sciences (2016)
Professional Affiliations
· Brazilian Society of Ecology (SBE)
· International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
· São Paulo State Environmental Council (CETESB) – Advisory Board Member
Languages
Portuguese (native), English (fluent), Spanish (proficient)
References
Available upon request. Contact Dr. Maria Helena Costa Ferreira at maria.helena@usp.br.
Curriculum Vitae – Professor in Brazil São Paulo
This Curriculum Vitae reflects the academic and professional journey of Dr. Maria Helena Costa Ferreira, a dedicated Professor in Brazil São Paulo. Her work exemplifies the integration of global scientific standards with local environmental challenges, making her a pivotal figure in Brazilian academia. As a Professor, she has contributed to shaping the future of environmental research and education in São Paulo, emphasizing sustainability and community-driven solutions.
