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Internship Application Letter
For the Position of Academic Researcher Intern at Research Institute, Karachi
Mr. Ahmed Khan
Director, Research Development Division
Pakistan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE)
16-A, University Road, Karachi 75200
Pakistan
Date: October 26, 2023
Subject: Application for Academic Researcher Internship Position
Dear Mr. Khan,
I am writing to express my enthusiastic application for the Academic Researcher Intern position at the Pakistan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE) in Karachi, as advertised on your institution's career portal. As a final-year Bachelor of Science (Honors) student in Economics with a specialization in Development Studies at the University of Karachi, I have meticulously crafted this Internship Application Letter to demonstrate my profound alignment with PIDE's research mission and my unwavering commitment to contributing meaningfully to Pakistan Karachi's academic ecosystem.
My academic journey has been defined by rigorous engagement with economic research methodologies directly relevant to Pakistan's developmental challenges. At the University of Karachi, I have maintained a 3.8/4.0 GPA while completing advanced coursework in Econometrics, Public Policy Analysis, and Quantitative Research Methods—courses that have equipped me with sophisticated skills in Stata, R programming, and qualitative data analysis through the Center for Economic Research (CER). My undergraduate thesis on "Rural Microfinance Adoption Patterns in Sindh: A Multivariate Regression Analysis" required extensive fieldwork across 12 villages near Karachi, where I collected primary data from over 300 households. This experience instilled in me a deep appreciation for context-specific research design—a principle that resonates profoundly with PIDE's approach to generating evidence-based policy recommendations for Pakistan Karachi.
What excites me most about the Academic Researcher Internship opportunity at PIDE is its unique position as a cornerstone of intellectual progress within Pakistan Karachi. As I have observed during my volunteer work at the University of Karachi's Economic Policy Research Center (EPRC), PIDE's interdisciplinary research on poverty alleviation, fiscal policy, and gender economics directly informs national development strategies. The institute's recent publication on "Urban Employment Dynamics in Karachi Post-COVID" exemplifies the type of impactful research I aspire to contribute to. In Pakistan Karachi—a city that serves as both a vibrant academic hub and a complex laboratory for socioeconomic challenges—I believe this internship offers the ideal environment to apply theoretical knowledge toward tangible solutions for our nation's most pressing issues.
My practical research experience extends beyond academic projects. During my summer internship at the National Bank of Pakistan's Research Department, I assisted senior economists in compiling data for a regional economic report on Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and Sindh. This role required me to cross-verify datasets from multiple sources, including the State Bank of Pakistan and World Bank databases, while maintaining strict confidentiality protocols. The meticulous attention to detail I demonstrated in this position has been consistently recognized by my supervisors, who praised my ability to transform raw data into actionable insights—a skill I now seek to refine further under PIDE's mentorship.
What truly distinguishes me as a candidate for the Academic Researcher Intern role is my cultural fluency and deep-rooted understanding of Pakistan Karachi's academic landscape. Having grown up in Malir, Karachi, I navigate the city's diverse neighborhoods with familiarity that enables me to engage effectively with communities often overlooked in research. This local perspective allows me to design field surveys that respect cultural nuances—such as adapting questionnaire formats for rural Sindh households—and interpret data within the sociohistorical context unique to Pakistan. My participation in PIDE's "Youth Research Camp" last year further solidified my commitment; I collaborated with doctoral students on a study about youth unemployment in Karachi, which required me to conduct focus groups across three districts and synthesize findings for policy briefs.
I am particularly drawn to your institute's emphasis on building research capacity among emerging scholars. The internship program's structured mentorship framework—where interns like myself work alongside senior researchers on ongoing projects—aligns perfectly with my professional development goals. I am eager to contribute to PIDE's current initiatives, such as the "Digital Economy in Pakistan" project, by assisting in literature reviews, data collection for field surveys across Karachi and surrounding districts, and preparing statistical visualizations. My proficiency in both Urdu (native) and English (fluent written/spoken) ensures seamless communication with local stakeholders while maintaining academic rigor.
As an aspiring Academic Researcher deeply invested in Pakistan's future, I understand that research must transcend theoretical exercise to drive real-world impact. PIDE has consistently demonstrated this ethos through its policy dialogues with the Ministry of Planning and Development and collaborations with international organizations like UNDP. This internship represents more than a learning opportunity—it is a chance to become part of Karachi's intellectual engine that shapes national discourse. I am confident that my analytical skills, fieldwork experience in Pakistan Karachi's diverse contexts, and passion for evidence-based policymaking will enable me to make immediate contributions while learning from PIDE's esteemed research community.
My enclosed CV provides further detail on my academic achievements and research projects. I would be honored to discuss how my background aligns with your current research priorities during an interview at your convenience. Thank you for considering this Internship Application Letter; I eagerly anticipate the possibility of contributing to PIDE's mission as a future Academic Researcher dedicated to Pakistan Karachi's prosperity.
Sincerely,
Zara Hassan
Final Year B.Sc. (Hons) Economics, University of Karachi
Email: zara.hassan@karachiuniv.edu.pk | Phone: +92 312 4567890
Address: House No. 15-B, Block 6, Clifton, Karachi 75600
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