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Internship Application Letter
For the Actor Internship Position at Lyon-Based Theatre Company
Dear Hiring Committee,
I am writing to express my profound enthusiasm for the Actor Internship position at your prestigious theatre company in France Lyon, as advertised on the French Theatre Network platform. This opportunity represents a pivotal convergence of my artistic ambitions, cultural immersion aspirations, and professional development goals—and I am confident that my dedication to theatrical artistry aligns seamlessly with your esteemed institution's vision for nurturing emerging talent in Europe’s vibrant performing arts landscape.
As an aspiring Actor with three years of intensive training at the prestigious École Nationale Supérieure des Arts de la Rue (ENSAR) in Paris, I have dedicated myself to mastering the multifaceted disciplines that define contemporary theatre. My academic journey included rigorous coursework in Stanislavski techniques, physical theatre under Jacques Lecoq-inspired methodologies, and immersive study of French dramatic literature from Molière to modern playwrights like Yasmina Reza. During my final year at ENSAR, I performed lead roles in acclaimed productions such as "The Importance of Being Earnest" (adapted for French stage) and "La Machine de l’Absurde," a student-led experimental piece exploring existential themes. These experiences instilled in me not only technical precision but also the profound understanding that theatre is a living dialogue between performer, audience, and community—a principle I deeply admire in Lyon's thriving theatrical ecosystem.
My passion for acting transcends mere performance; it is rooted in a commitment to cultural exchange. France Lyon has captivated me since childhood through its legendary UNESCO-recognized Theatre des Célestins and its annual "Festival de la Comédie" that draws international artists. As an Actor, I believe the city’s unique fusion of ancient Roman heritage and avant-garde artistic innovation creates an unparalleled environment for creative growth. Lyon’s reputation as a crossroads where classical French theatre meets contemporary global narratives resonates deeply with my artistic philosophy. I am particularly inspired by your company’s recent production "Lyon-Paris: Un Rêve de Métiers" that reimagined historical labour movements through physical theatre—a project demonstrating exactly the kind of culturally resonant storytelling I aspire to contribute to as an Actor intern in France Lyon.
My professional trajectory reflects a strategic alignment with the requirements of this Internship Application Letter. Last summer, I completed a 6-month internship at Théâtre de la Croix Rouge in Marseilles, where I assisted in directing community-based workshops for immigrant youth—developing skills directly transferable to your outreach programs. I also co-created "Voix de Lyon," an improvised street performance series engaging with local residents about urban identity, which received coverage from Lyon Métropole Culture. This project required adaptability across linguistic and cultural barriers (I speak fluent French, English, and basic Italian), demonstrating my capacity to thrive in Lyon’s diverse artistic milieu. Unlike conventional internships that focus solely on technical observation, I seek hands-on involvement in all stages of production—from rehearsal room collaboration to audience engagement—because I understand that true growth as an Actor happens through active participation.
What excites me most about this internship is the opportunity to contribute to Lyon’s legacy as a global theatre capital. Having researched your company’s recent collaborations with the Musée des Confluences and L’École de la Comédie, I envision myself supporting projects that bridge historical storytelling with modern social discourse. For instance, I could assist in adapting traditional French folk narratives for contemporary youth audiences—a skill honed through my university project "Contes Contemporains" where we reinterpreted regional legends using digital projection. As an Actor in France Lyon, I am eager to learn from your resident directors while simultaneously bringing fresh perspectives from my background in physical comedy and immersive theatre practices developed during residencies at Edinburgh Fringe.
I recognize that the path of an Actor demands resilience beyond technical skill—requiring emotional intelligence, cultural humility, and collaborative spirit. In my work with a youth theatre collective in Bordeaux, I facilitated workshops for neurodiverse participants using improvisation techniques to build confidence. This experience taught me that theatre’s most powerful impact occurs when we prioritize connection over perfection—a principle I will honor throughout this internship. My fluency in French (C1 level per CEFR) and familiarity with French theatrical terminology (e.g., "mouvement" for physicality, "texte" for script analysis) ensures immediate integration into your creative process without linguistic barriers.
France Lyon’s significance as a cultural nexus is not merely geographical—it represents a philosophical commitment to theatre as social catalyst. During my visit to Lyon last year, I attended the opening of "L’Étoile de la Rue" at Théâtre des Charpentiers and was moved by how the performance used shadow play to explore migration stories in the Vieux Lyon quarter. This exemplifies why I am specifically targeting this internship: to learn from artists who treat every production as a dialogue with the city’s soul. As an Actor, I do not merely perform in space—I seek to inhabit it meaningfully, and Lyon offers precisely that transformative environment where stage becomes community.
My attached portfolio includes video demonstrations of my work at ENSAR, a detailed project proposal for "Lyon Voices: A Theatre Project for Immigrant Communities" (which I developed during my Bordeaux residency), and recommendations from professors who have witnessed my growth as an Actor. I would be honored to bring this passion and preparation to your company. The Internship Application Letter you receive today embodies not just a formal submission, but a promise of dedicated engagement—I will arrive prepared to rehearse at dawn, observe meticulously during directorial sessions, and contribute creatively when needed.
Thank you for considering my application. I am available for an interview at your convenience and can immediately relocate to Lyon upon acceptance. As an Artist deeply committed to the European theatre tradition yet eager for fresh perspectives, I believe I have much to offer—and much more to learn—within your collaborative environment. The prospect of developing as an Actor in France Lyon is not merely a career step; it is the realization of a lifelong dream rooted in artistic integrity and cultural curiosity.
Sincerely,
Élodie Moreau
Mobile: +33 6 12 34 56 78 | Email: elodie.moreau.arts@protonmail.com
Portfolio: www.elodiedramaticart.com/portfolio-lion-lyon-internship
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