Internship Application Letter - Actor Position | Cape Town
Internship Application Letter: Aspiring Actor & Production Assistant Intern
Date: October 26, 2023
To: Hiring Manager, Film Development Department
Company: Cape Town Film Studios & Performing Arts Collective (CTFSPAC)

Address: 45 The Promenade, V&A Waterfront, Cape Town, 8001

Subject: Application for Actor Internship Position – South Africa Cape Town
Dear Hiring Manager,
I am writing with profound enthusiasm to submit my application for the Actor Internship Position at Cape Town Film Studios & Performing Arts Collective (CTFSPAC), as advertised on the South Africa Film Commission website. As a dedicated aspiring actor deeply committed to storytelling rooted in authentic human experience, I have long admired CTFSPAC’s pioneering work in nurturing diverse voices within South Africa Cape Town’s vibrant creative ecosystem. This Internship Application Letter represents not merely a professional opportunity, but a meaningful step toward contributing to the cultural heartbeat of my adopted home city and the broader South African narrative. Born and raised in Johannesburg, I first encountered Cape Town’s artistic magic during my final year at the University of Cape Town’s Michaelis School of Fine Art. Immersed in theatre productions at The Baxter Theatre Centre, I was captivated by how South Africa Cape Town uniquely channels its complex history—through the rhythms of Khoe-San traditions, the resilience reflected in township arts scenes like Langa’s 'Blikkiesdorp,' and the visual poetry of Table Mountain's shadow falling across Kalk Bay’s fishing community. This city doesn’t just host stories; it breathes them. My academic focus on "Performing Identity in Post-Apartheid South Africa" (awarded with distinction) led me to collaborate with grassroots theatre groups like *Theatre for a New Generation* in Khayelitsha, where we adapted oral histories into live performances that resonated across cultural divides. I understand that acting here isn’t about mimicry—it’s about listening deeply to the land and its people. My professional journey aligns precisely with CTFSPAC’s mission to bridge global storytelling with local authenticity. Last year, I served as a Production Assistant Intern at *FilmLab Africa*—a Cape Town-based production house celebrated for its work on *Savage Beauty* (2022)—where I supported casting for scenes shot in the Cape Flats. This role demanded cultural sensitivity; we worked closely with community liaisons to ensure respectful portrayals of isiXhosa families and working-class resilience. I also co-created a short film, *Tide of Memory*, exploring intergenerational trauma in Bo-Kaap, which screened at the 2023 Cape Town International Film Festival (CTIFF). Crucially, this project required me to research Soweto’s "Sesotho" storytelling techniques and collaborate with elders from the Khoi community—experiences that transformed my approach from “acting” to “bearing witness.” These aren’t abstract lessons; they’re the foundation I’d bring to your internship program. What compels me most about this Actor Internship Position at CTFSPAC is its unique fusion of practical training and community engagement. I recognize that while many internships focus solely on on-set logistics, CTFSPAC’s model—where interns co-facilitate workshops for youth in townships like Nyanga while shadowing professional actors—mirrors the holistic growth I seek. In my current role as a Teaching Artist with *Nkosi’s Haven*, I mentor children in Cape Town's Khayelitsha through drama, helping them use performance to articulate their realities. This isn’t just “acting” training—it’s about empowerment. As CTFSPAC has noted in its 2023 impact report, "Authentic representation begins when we create pathways for the storytellers themselves." I am eager to learn from your team’s acclaimed *Cape Town Storytelling Incubator* and contribute my experience in community-driven performance. My technical skills are equally grounded in South Africa Cape Town’s specific artistic demands. I hold a Level 3 Certification in Safety on Set (SAQA) and am proficient with industry-standard equipment like ARRI Alexa cameras (gained through CTFSPAC’s partnership with *Cape Film Academy*). Yet, my greatest asset remains my linguistic fluency: I am fully conversational in isiXhosa and English—critical for navigating roles where dialogue must feel unforced, whether depicting a Fish Hoek market vendor or a Cape Flats entrepreneur. I also understand the logistical realities of working across Cape Town’s diverse locations: from the coastal winds of Simon’s Town to the urban pulse of Woodstock Studios. This isn’t just geography; it’s about knowing how light changes at dawn in Kirstenbosch, which impacts scene blocking. I am acutely aware that South Africa Cape Town’s film industry is undergoing a pivotal shift toward inclusive storytelling—and I want to be part of the generation driving that change. My internship application isn’t about securing a role; it’s about joining CTFSPAC’s mission to ensure every voice in this city finds its stage. As noted by *The Cape Times* recently: “Cape Town is becoming a global model for ethically produced, culturally rich cinema.” I am ready to immerse myself in that movement, learning from directors like Kemi Adetiba (who filmed parts of *The Wedding Party* at Table Mountain Studios) and supporting initiatives that center Black South African narratives. Thank you for considering my application as part of your Internship Application Letter process. I have attached my CV, a portfolio including performance reels from Cape Town-based projects (*Tide of Memory*, *Bokkiesdorp Voices*), and letters of recommendation from Dr. Nolwazi Mokoena (Head, UCT Theatre Studies) and Thandiwe Khumalo (Artistic Director, *Theatre for a New Generation*). I would welcome the opportunity to discuss how my passion for authentic South African storytelling—and my practical experience within South Africa Cape Town’s creative community—aligns with CTFSPAC’s vision. I am available for an interview at your earliest convenience and can be reached at +27 82 123 4567 or kholisizwe.mabaso@email.com. With deep respect for the art form and the city that sustains it,
Kholisizwe Mabaso
Actor | Community Storyteller | Cape Town Resident
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