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October 26, 2023
Hiring Manager
Istanbul Performing Arts Foundation
Galata Square No. 87
Istanbul, Turkey
Dear Hiring Manager,
It is with profound enthusiasm and deep admiration for Istanbul's unparalleled artistic legacy that I submit my application for the Actor Internship Position at your esteemed institution, as part of my dedicated pursuit to become a versatile theatrical artist within the vibrant cultural landscape of Turkey Istanbul. This Internship Application Letter represents not merely a professional opportunity, but a meaningful step toward integrating myself into the rich tapestry of Turkish performing arts where East meets West in creative harmony.
My journey as an Actor began at the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art in London, where I immersed myself in Stanislavski techniques while exploring cross-cultural storytelling. However, it was during my research on Anatolian theater traditions that Istanbul revealed itself not just as a city, but as a living stage where ancient narratives intertwine with contemporary expression. The tehlikeli kent (dangerous city) of Istanbul—where Byzantine mosaics gaze upon modern minarets—has captivated me precisely because it embodies the very essence of dramatic tension I seek to embody as an artist. This is why I am compelled to pursue my acting development within the heart of Turkey Istanbul, where historical depth meets artistic innovation in a way that transcends mere geography.
My academic background includes a BA in Theater Studies with honors, specializing in multicultural performance practices. I spent six months studying at the Turkish State Theatres' summer program in Ankara, where I mastered basic Turkish dialogue and participated in community-based theater workshops addressing social issues through street performances. This experience was transformative—I learned that acting here isn't merely about lines; it's about understanding the hüzün (melancholy) of a fisherman on the Bosphorus or the sevgi (love) between generations in Çukurcuma. During my internship at London's Young Vic Theatre, I collaborated with Turkish diaspora artists to develop "Bosphorus Voices," a bilingual production exploring migration stories—a project that deepened my commitment to authentic cultural exchange. As an Actor, I believe true artistry emerges when we honor the specific rhythms of place, and Turkey Istanbul offers the most compelling stage for this philosophy.
What draws me specifically to your foundation is its revolutionary approach to integrating traditional Turkish performance with global contemporary practices—evident in your recent production of "Istanbul Tales" that reimagined Orhan Pamuk's narratives through physical theater. Your emphasis on nurturing young talent through immersive community engagement mirrors my own artistic values. I am particularly inspired by how your interns contribute to neighborhood workshops in Karaköy and Kadıköy, bridging the stage with everyday life. Having volunteered at Istanbul's Cultural Bridge Initiative during my Ankara program, I witnessed firsthand how theater can heal social divides—a mission that resonates deeply with me as an aspiring artist seeking purpose beyond personal acclaim.
My technical skills align precisely with your internship requirements. I am proficient in vocal projection across Turkish, English, and basic French dialects (with ongoing language study), possess extensive experience in mask work and improvisation from my time at the Lecoq School of Physical Theatre, and have collaborated on film projects that required nuanced emotional expression under tight schedules. But beyond technique, I bring a unique perspective as an international artist committed to genuine cultural immersion—not as an observer, but as a participant who respects the anadolu (Anatolian) spirit of hospitality and artistic integrity. I have already begun studying Turkish theater history through works by Ömer Lütfi Barkan and Haldun Taner, understanding that to perform here is to honor centuries of storytelling tradition.
In Turkey Istanbul, I see more than a location for my internship—it's where I can evolve from an actor into a culturally fluent artist. The city's energy—where the call to prayer mingles with jazz in Beyoğlu cafes, where Ottoman-era havelis house modern performance spaces—provides the perfect crucible for artistic growth. I envision myself not just learning from your company, but contributing through my international perspective: assisting in developing cross-cultural workshop materials for youth programs or helping adapt international texts into Turkish with cultural sensitivity. My previous experience translating "The Tempest" into Turkish dialects while preserving poetic rhythm has prepared me for this collaborative work.
What I offer extends beyond technical abilities to a profound commitment to artistic humility. I understand that an Actor in Turkey Istanbul must navigate complex cultural codes—knowing when to speak through gesture rather than words, respecting the kurbanlık (sacrifice) of the theatrical tradition, and approaching each role with reverence for the audience's lived experiences. My time living with a host family in Eminönü taught me that true artistic connection begins with listening: hearing how a vendor's daily stories on Istiklal Avenue hold as much drama as any stage monologue. This understanding informs my approach to character work—I begin by researching the community where the story originates, because theater without context is merely performance, not art.
I am eager to bring my dedication to ensemble work, my fluency in theatrical language across cultures, and my passion for community-centered artistry to your team. I would be honored to contribute as a Internship Application Letter represents not just an application, but a promise: that I will honor Turkey Istanbul's artistic heritage while bringing fresh perspectives through genuine cultural exchange. My portfolio—featuring video samples of my work in Turkish-language projects and community theater—is available upon request, and I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my vision aligns with your foundation's mission during an interview.
Thank you for considering my application to join the next generation of artists shaping Turkey Istanbul's theatrical future. The city has long been a beacon for storytellers, and I am ready to learn from its wisdom while offering my own unique contribution to its ongoing narrative.
With profound respect and anticipation,
Elena Vasileva
International Theater Fellow | Actor & Cultural Collaborator
+90 532 XXX XXXX | elena.vasileva@theatermail.com
Portfolio: www.elenavasileva.com/turkey-istanbul
Why This Internship in Turkey Istanbul Matters
Turkey Istanbul isn't merely a backdrop for my artistic journey—it's the very soil where I intend to cultivate my identity as an actor. The city's dual heritage, straddling continents and centuries, demands that any serious artist engage with its complexity authentically. My Internship Application Letter reflects this understanding: I don't seek to 'perform in Istanbul' but to become part of its artistic ecosystem. Having witnessed how local theaters like the Ankara State Theater have preserved Ottoman traditions while embracing modernity, I recognize that true growth as an Actor requires humility before the city's living culture. In Istanbul, where every street corner holds a story waiting to be told through performance, this internship represents not just career advancement but cultural citizenship.
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