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Internship Application Letter
Subject: Application for Astronomer Internship Position at Nepal Kathmandu Observatory
[Your Full Name]
[Your Address]
Kathmandu, Nepal
Email: your.email@example.com | Phone: +977 98XXXXXXXX
Date: October 26, 2023
The Director
Nepal Astronomical Society (NAS)
Kathmandu, Nepal
Dear Director,
I am writing this Internship Application Letter to express my profound enthusiasm for the Astronomer Internship position at the Nepal Astronomical Society in Kathmandu. As a final-year undergraduate student in Physics with a specialization in Astrophysics from Tribhuvan University, I have long admired NAS's pioneering work in advancing astronomical research within Nepal Kathmandu and its commitment to fostering scientific talent amid the Himalayan region's unique celestial opportunities. This internship represents not merely an academic opportunity but a vital step toward contributing meaningfully to Nepal's burgeoning space science community.
My fascination with astronomy began during childhood stargazing sessions in my family's home near Pokhara, where the unpolluted skies of Nepal revealed constellations invisible from urban centers. However, it was only after attending NAS's public star-gazing event at Kathmandu's Pashupatinath Temple in 2021 that I comprehended the profound potential of astronomy to bridge scientific inquiry with cultural heritage. Witnessing Dr. Anjana Devkota—NAS's lead astronomer—explain Nepali folklore about celestial bodies through a telescope ignited my passion for making astronomy accessible to Nepal Kathmandu’s communities while advancing empirical research.
My academic journey has prepared me rigorously for this Astronomer internship. I have completed coursework in stellar evolution, observational techniques, and data analysis using Python and IRAF software. In my undergraduate thesis on "Variable Stars in the Magellanic Clouds," I processed 200+ hours of telescope data from the Himalayan Observatory Network (HON), developing skills directly applicable to NAS's research initiatives. Crucially, I led a campus astronomy club project that organized 15 free public viewing sessions across Kathmandu Valley schools—demonstrating my ability to translate complex astronomical concepts into engaging educational experiences for diverse audiences.
What distinguishes this opportunity is NAS's unique position within Nepal Kathmandu. The city’s high altitude (1,400m), minimal light pollution compared to major metropolises, and proximity to the Himalayas create exceptional conditions for observational astronomy—conditions I’ve personally experienced during fieldwork at the Gokyo Lakes site in 2022. NAS’s ongoing projects studying cosmic ray interactions with Nepal’s atmospheric layers and solar phenomena are particularly compelling. I am eager to contribute to these efforts while learning from experts who understand how Nepal Kathmandu’s geographical advantages can position the nation as a regional leader in astronomical research.
My technical competencies align precisely with NAS's operational needs. I am proficient in telescope operation (both manual and robotic systems), astronomical software (Stellarium, Aladin, AIPython), and data visualization tools like Matplotlib. During my summer internship at the Nepal Meteorological Department, I analyzed satellite weather data using Python scripts—skills transferable to NAS's celestial event prediction models. Additionally, my fluency in Nepali (native) and English ensures seamless communication with local communities during outreach programs, a critical aspect of NAS’s mission to democratize astronomy across Nepal.
I am equally committed to advancing Nepal’s astronomical legacy. As a Nepali citizen deeply connected to Kathmandu's cultural fabric, I understand how celestial events historically guided agriculture, festivals like the Nepali New Year (Baisakh Purnima), and traditional calendar systems. NAS's work in documenting these indigenous astronomical practices resonates profoundly with me. This internship would allow me to merge my technical skills with cultural preservation—potentially contributing to a NAS initiative I read about: "Mapping Ancient Nepali Sky Knowledge Through Modern Observation."
Furthermore, I recognize Nepal Kathmandu’s strategic role in international collaborations. NAS partners with ESA and the International Astronomical Union on projects like the Himalayan Star Survey, which aims to catalog celestial objects visible from South Asia. My ambition is to support these efforts while learning how Nepal can leverage its geographical position for global scientific partnerships—a vision I believe aligns perfectly with NAS’s strategic goals.
My proposed timeline reflects both academic rigor and practical commitment. As a student requiring only 3-6 months of internship, I can dedicate 25-30 hours weekly without disrupting my final semester. I am prepared to relocate immediately to Kathmandu for fieldwork, including potential trips to NAS's high-altitude observation sites in the Himalayas. My CV (attached) details additional projects like developing an open-source Nepali-language astronomy app for school children—a project that could complement NAS’s educational outreach.
What truly motivates me is the opportunity to grow as an Astronomer within Nepal's own scientific ecosystem. While many young Nepalis pursue opportunities abroad, I am determined to build my career here. NAS isn't just a research institute; it's the cornerstone of Nepal Kathmandu's emerging space science identity. Contributing to its mission would allow me to serve my community while advancing global knowledge—turning starlight into tangible progress for Nepal.
I am confident that my technical foundation, cultural connection to Nepal Kathmandu, and dedication to NAS's dual mission of research and education make me an ideal candidate. I would welcome the chance to discuss how my skills can support your team’s objectives during a brief interview at your convenience. Thank you for considering this Internship Application Letter and for the vital work NAS does in illuminating Nepal’s place in the cosmos.
With sincere regards,
[Your Full Name]
Final-Year B.Sc. Physics (Astrophysics)
Tribhuvan University, Kathmandu
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