Internship Application Letter - Astronomer Position, Sri Lanka Colombo
Internship Application Letter for Astronomer Internship
Date: May 26, 2025
To: Hiring Committee
Organization: Sri Lanka National Astronomy Research Institute (SLNARI) - Colombo Office
Address: 154, Galle Road, Colombo 03, Sri Lanka
Subject: Application for Astronomer Internship Position
Dear Hiring Committee,
I am writing with profound enthusiasm to express my earnest interest in the Astronomer Internship position at the Sri Lanka National Astronomy Research Institute (SLNARI), specifically based in Colombo. As a final-year undergraduate student majoring in Physics with a specialization in Astrophysics at the University of Peradeniya, I have meticulously cultivated my academic foundation and practical skills to contribute meaningfully to astronomical research within Sri Lanka’s scientific ecosystem. The opportunity to apply my knowledge under the guidance of SLNARI’s esteemed researchers in Colombo represents a pivotal step toward realizing my aspiration to become a dedicated astronomer committed to advancing Sri Lanka’s presence in global astronomy.
My fascination with astronomy began during childhood stargazing sessions at my family home near Kandy, where Sri Lanka’s relatively clear skies—unmarred by excessive light pollution in rural zones—allowed me to witness celestial phenomena firsthand. This early wonder evolved into a rigorous academic pursuit, culminating in a university thesis titled “Analysis of Variable Star Light Curves Using Ground-Based Photometry.” For this project, I utilized the University of Peradeniya’s small telescope array and processed data with Python libraries (Astropy, NumPy) to identify patterns in Cepheid variables. The experience deepened my understanding of observational techniques and underscored the critical importance of accessible instrumentation—something Sri Lanka actively strives to expand through initiatives like the proposed Kitulgala Astronomical Observatory. I am eager to contribute this technical foundation while learning from SLNARI’s Colombo-based team, which plays a central role in coordinating national astronomy efforts.
Sri Lanka’s unique geographical position—straddling the equator with minimal atmospheric interference on clear nights—offers unparalleled opportunities for astronomical observation. As an aspiring astronomer, I recognize that Colombo serves as both a logistical hub and a vital center for scientific collaboration. SLNARI’s work in promoting public astronomy education through events like the annual “Colombo Star Fest” has inspired me to bridge academic research with community engagement. During my undergraduate studies, I volunteered at the Colombo Planetarium, assisting with educational workshops that demystified topics like eclipses and planetary motion for 300+ schoolchildren. This experience reinforced my belief that fostering local interest in astronomy is essential for nurturing future talent in Sri Lanka—a mission perfectly aligned with SLNARI’s community outreach goals.
My technical competencies are honed to support modern astronomical research. I am proficient in data analysis using Python (including Pandas and Matplotlib), possess hands-on experience with telescope control systems, and have completed coursework in celestial mechanics and radio astronomy fundamentals. In a recent collaborative project with the Institute of Fundamental Studies (Kandy), I contributed to a spectral analysis study comparing stellar emissions from the Southern Hemisphere—directly relevant to SLNARI’s interest in regional astronomical data collection. I also actively participate in the Colombo Astronomy Club, where we organize monthly observation sessions at strategic sites like Negombo Lagoon, navigating challenges such as monsoon-season weather patterns that are uniquely pertinent to Sri Lankan astronomy. This local engagement has sharpened my ability to adapt research plans to environmental variables—a skill invaluable for an astronomer working in Colombo’s climate.
I am acutely aware of the evolving landscape of astronomy in Sri Lanka. While institutions like SLNARI and the University of Colombo (Physics Department) are pioneering efforts, opportunities for structured internships remain scarce, creating a gap that this position directly addresses. My goal as an astronomer is not merely to conduct research but to strengthen Sri Lanka’s scientific infrastructure—to ensure our nation can participate meaningfully in international projects like the Square Kilometre Array (SKA) and contribute data from our vantage point near the equator. The Colombo-based internship would provide me with unparalleled access to SLNARI’s resources, including mentorship from senior astronomers involved in satellite tracking and space weather monitoring. I am particularly eager to learn about SLNARI’s work in developing low-cost observational tools suitable for Sri Lanka’s educational institutions—a project that resonates deeply with my own passion for accessible science.
My commitment to Sri Lankan astronomy is further demonstrated by my initiative to draft a proposal for a “Sri Lanka Student Space Research Program,” which outlines partnerships between universities, SLNARI, and local schools. This project emphasizes cultivating early interest in STEM through astronomy—echoing Colombo’s growing focus on science education. I am confident that this vision aligns with SLNARI’s strategic objectives to build a sustainable pipeline of local talent. As an intern, I would approach every task with diligence: whether assisting in data reduction for ongoing surveys, supporting telescope maintenance at the proposed Colombo observatory site, or developing educational content for public events.
Colombo’s dynamic environment—a melting pot of culture and innovation—fuels my motivation to contribute meaningfully here. Unlike larger astronomical hubs abroad, Sri Lanka offers a unique chance to shape an emerging field from its foundations. I am prepared to immerse myself in Colombo’s academic community, collaborate across disciplines, and uphold the highest standards of scientific integrity. My resume, attached for your review, details my academic achievements (including a 3.8/4.0 GPA) and extracurricular involvement in science advocacy.
Thank you for considering my application as an aspiring astronomer dedicated to Sri Lanka’s scientific advancement. I am eager to discuss how my technical skills, local perspective, and unwavering passion for astronomy can support SLNARI’s mission from Colombo. I welcome the opportunity to interview at your earliest convenience and will follow up within one week.
Sincerely,
Chamika Perera
B.Sc. (Hons) Physics, University of Peradeniya
Email: chamikaperera@unip.edu.lk | Phone: +94 77 123 4567
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/chamikaperera-astronomy
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