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Yangon Heritage Trust
Mahabandoola Garden Road
Yangon, Myanmar
Dear Hiring Committee,
It is with profound enthusiasm and deep respect for Myanmar's rich architectural heritage that I submit my Internship Application Letter for the Carpenter Intern position at Yangon Heritage Trust, a renowned institution dedicated to preserving Yangon's irreplaceable cultural legacy. Having grown up amidst the colonial-era teakwood architecture of Myanmar Yangon, I have nurtured a lifelong passion for woodworking that has crystallized into my professional aspiration to become a master Carpenter committed to sustainable craftsmanship in our nation's capital city.
My fascination with carpentry began in childhood, watching artisans at work in the historic Kandawgyi Lake area where my family maintained a traditional Burmese house constructed using time-honored techniques passed down through generations. I recall the intricate woodcarvings on the Shwedagon Pagoda's teak galleries and the delicate joinery of Yangon's century-old colonial residences, which instilled in me an understanding that carpentry transcends mere construction—it embodies cultural preservation, environmental stewardship, and artistic expression. This realization led me to enroll at the Myanmar Institute of Mechanical Engineering (MIME) where I completed my Certificate in Woodworking Technology with honors. My academic journey included specialized studies in sustainable timber sourcing, traditional Burmese joinery methods (such as 'hmya' and 'kaytaw' techniques), and modern carpentry safety protocols—knowledge directly applicable to the conservation projects undertaken by your esteemed organization in Myanmar Yangon.
During my practical training at the Yangon Wooden Arts Cooperative, I gained hands-on experience that transformed theoretical knowledge into tangible skills. I assisted senior craftsmen in restoring a 1920s-era British colonial residence in Bahan Township, where we meticulously replicated original mahogany window frames using hand tools while adhering to conservation standards. This project required understanding the historical context of each element—recognizing that the dovetail joints on those windows weren't merely functional but represented specific craftsmanship traditions from the British Raj era. I also participated in a community initiative to construct bamboo-based housing prototypes for flood-prone areas near Insein, where I applied sustainable principles by utilizing locally sourced materials and traditional knowledge to create earthquake-resistant structures. These experiences taught me that effective Carpenter work in Myanmar Yangon demands not only technical proficiency but also cultural sensitivity and environmental responsibility.
What particularly draws me to this internship opportunity at Yangon Heritage Trust is your organization's pioneering work on the "Heritage Craft Revival Project," which aligns perfectly with my professional vision. I am deeply inspired by your recent restoration of the iconic City Hall's timber roof structure—a project that demonstrated how modern conservation techniques can honor traditional methods. I have followed your team's publications on sustainable wood preservation, including your innovative approach to treating teak against termites using natural compounds derived from local plants like neem and turmeric. In my Internship Application Letter, I express eagerness to contribute to such initiatives by assisting in material analysis, participating in site documentation of historic structures, and learning advanced restoration techniques under your guidance.
I understand that the role of a Carpenter intern in Yangon extends beyond technical execution. The city's unique challenges—urban density, climate extremes affecting wood integrity, and the urgent need for heritage conservation amid rapid development—demand a holistic approach. My fluency in both Burmese and English allows me to communicate effectively with local communities during fieldwork, while my experience with CAD software (including AutoCAD and SketchUp) enables me to assist in digital preservation of historical joinery patterns. During my internship at the National Museum's conservation department, I documented over 50 traditional woodworking tools from the late 19th century, creating detailed sketches and usage guides now used in their training programs. This demonstrates my ability to bridge historical knowledge with contemporary practice—a skill I am eager to apply in Myanmar Yangon's dynamic conservation landscape.
Living in Yangon has given me intimate knowledge of the city's architectural heartbeat—how the scent of freshly cut teak drifts from workshops along Sule Pagoda Road, how wooden shophouses blend with modern structures, and how every hammer strike echoes through streets lined with colonial elegance. This local perspective is crucial for an intern in our field; it enables immediate understanding of context that outsiders lack. I am particularly committed to learning your organization's methodology for sourcing ethically harvested wood from Myanmar's sustainable forests, a practice critical to preserving both heritage and the environment for future generations of Carpenters in Yangon.
As I prepare for this internship opportunity, I am mindful of the profound responsibility that comes with working on Myanmar's cultural treasures. I have already begun researching your ongoing projects at the Strand Hotel restoration site and would welcome the chance to contribute to their timber conservation efforts. My goal is not merely to learn techniques but to internalize a philosophy of craftsmanship that honors Myanmar's past while building its sustainable future—one carefully carved piece at a time in Myanmar Yangon.
Thank you for considering my application for this pivotal opportunity. I am confident that my academic foundation, hands-on experience, and deep cultural connection to Yangon's architectural legacy position me to make meaningful contributions from day one of the internship. I eagerly await the possibility of discussing how my skills align with your conservation mission during an interview at your earliest convenience.
Sincerely,
Thet Htun
Email: ththetcarpenter@myanmarmail.com
Phone: +95 9 778899001
Portfolio: thethtuncarpentry.myanmarheritage.org
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