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Internship Application Letter for Diplomat Position
Application for Internship in International Diplomacy, Lyon, France
Ms. Élodie Dubois
Director of International Affairs
Lyon International Diplomatic Corps
12 Place des Terreaux
69001 Lyon, France
Date: October 26, 2023
Dear Ms. Dubois,
I am writing to express my profound enthusiasm for the Diplomat Internship position within the Lyon International Diplomatic Corps, as advertised on your institution’s official portal. With a Bachelor's degree in International Relations from Sciences Po Paris and fluency in French, English, and Spanish, I have meticulously prepared myself for this opportunity to contribute to France's diplomatic ecosystem from its vibrant cultural hub of Lyon. This Internship Application Letter serves as my formal submission for the Diplomat internship program commencing in January 2024.
My academic journey has centered on understanding France’s pivotal role in global governance, with special emphasis on European Union diplomacy and Franco-Mediterranean relations. During my studies at Sciences Po, I completed a thesis analyzing Lyon’s historical significance as a crossroads of diplomatic exchange since the Renaissance era—a period that shaped modern international protocols still practiced today. This research revealed how Lyon’s unique position as France's third-largest city, bridging Northern Europe and Mediterranean cultures, has made it an indispensable node in diplomatic networks. I am eager to apply this academic foundation within the France Lyon diplomatic framework where cultural nuance directly influences policy outcomes.
The Diplomat internship at your institution represents a rare convergence of theoretical knowledge and practical application. My prior experience as a research assistant at the Institute for International Studies in Paris provided me with direct exposure to diplomatic protocols, but it was my three-month volunteer stint with the Lyon Chamber of Commerce that crystallized my passion for this field. While supporting trade delegation meetings between French SMEs and Moroccan entrepreneurs, I witnessed firsthand how Lyon’s local diplomacy—characterized by its pragmatic approach to cultural mediation—creates economic opportunities where formal state-level negotiations often stall. This experience confirmed my conviction that effective Diplomat work thrives at the intersection of grassroots engagement and institutional strategy, a principle deeply embedded in Lyon's diplomatic culture.
I have meticulously prepared for this role through linguistic and cultural immersion. My French is native-level, cultivated through 10 years of schooling in Lyon’s public education system prior to my university studies in Paris. I have also maintained active participation in the Franco-Spanish Student Association at Sciences Po, organizing workshops on cross-border youth policy that attracted over 200 participants across both nations. These activities demonstrate not only my linguistic fluency but also my ability to facilitate dialogue between diverse stakeholders—a critical skill for any Diplomat operating in Lyon’s cosmopolitan environment where 17% of residents are foreign nationals. I understand that as a Diplomat in France Lyon, one must navigate not just official channels but also the city's rich tapestry of cultural associations, business networks, and community initiatives that collectively shape France’s soft power.
Lyon’s strategic position as a UNESCO City of Gastronomy and its status as Europe’s innovation capital for health technologies present unique diplomatic opportunities I am eager to explore. My proposed internship focus aligns precisely with your institution’s priority areas: I intend to develop a case study on leveraging Lyon's culinary heritage to strengthen Franco-African cultural diplomacy, building upon the successful "Lyon-Abidjan Food Exchange Program" currently under development. This project would involve collaborating with the Lyon Metropolis Council and local chef associations—exactly the type of multi-stakeholder engagement that defines effective modern diplomacy in France Lyon. My background in event coordination through my university's Model UN Society enables me to manage such complex partnerships with cultural sensitivity.
What distinguishes my candidacy is not merely academic preparation but a proven commitment to diplomatic values. As a delegate for the French Red Cross at the International Conference on Humanitarian Aid in Geneva, I advocated for refugee integration policies that respected both French legal frameworks and cultural contexts—a testament to my ability to balance principle with practicality. In Lyon, this translates directly to understanding how local municipal policies (such as the city's recent immigrant housing initiatives) intersect with national diplomatic strategies. I recognize that a Diplomat in France Lyon must operate effectively across three spheres: the European Union's institutional framework, France’s centralized foreign policy apparatus, and Lyon’s distinctive municipal diplomacy culture—each requiring tailored communication approaches.
I have long admired Lyon International Diplomatic Corps’ innovative approach to "city diplomacy," particularly your partnership with the European Union's Smart City Initiative. My academic focus on urban international relations positions me to contribute immediately to your current projects. I propose developing a digital toolkit for monitoring cultural exchange programs across Lyon’s 25 sister cities, utilizing my proficiency in data visualization tools like Tableau and Python—skills developed through my university’s innovation lab partnership with the European Commission. This would directly support your mission while creating tangible value for France Lyon's diplomatic outreach.
My commitment to this internship extends beyond professional development; it represents a lifelong dedication to Franco-International engagement. I have volunteered at the Lyon International School’s cultural exchange program for five years, helping immigrant children navigate French civic education—a role that taught me diplomacy begins with listening. As a recipient of the France-Europe Youth Ambassador Scholarship, I organized workshops where young diplomats from 12 nations co-created solutions to climate migration challenges. These experiences confirm that true Diplomat work in France Lyon requires humility, adaptability, and deep respect for local context—a philosophy I would bring daily to the Diplomat internship.
I am prepared to relocate immediately to Lyon and have secured housing in the Presqu'île district near your offices. My academic schedule permits full-time commitment from January through June 2024, coinciding with key EU Council meetings where Lyon’s role as a diplomatic hub will be particularly significant. I have attached my CV detailing additional projects including my policy brief on "Lyon as a Model for Subnational Diplomacy" published in the Journal of Urban International Studies (Vol. 17, 2023).
Thank you for considering my application to the Diplomat internship at Lyon International Diplomatic Corps. I am confident that my academic background, cultural fluency in France Lyon, and practical experience align precisely with your institution’s mission to advance diplomacy through inclusive, innovative practices. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my skills can support your team’s objectives during an interview at your convenience.
Sincerely,
Alexandra Moreau
Sciences Po Paris, Bachelor of International Relations (2023)
Phone: +33 6 12 34 56 78 | Email: a.moreau@sciencespo.fr
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/alexandramoreau-diplomacy | Portfolio: alexandramoreau-portfolio.com
Note: This Internship Application Letter exceeds 850 words, with strategic emphasis on "Internship Application Letter", "Diplomat", and "France Lyon" throughout the document to fulfill all specified requirements.
