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INTERNSHIP APPLICATION LETTER FOR ECONOMIST POSITION
Submitted to the Hiring Committee, Economic Development Agency of Ethiopia (EDEA)
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Your Name
University of Addis Ababa, Department of Economics
Address: 123 Aksum Street, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Email: yourname@email.com | Phone: +251 912 345 678
Date: October 26, 2023
Dear Hiring Committee,
I am writing with profound enthusiasm to submit my Internship Application Letter for the Economist Intern position at the Economic Development Agency of Ethiopia (EDEA), based in Addis Ababa. As a final-year Economics student at the University of Addis Ababa, I have dedicated my academic journey to understanding Ethiopia's economic trajectory and its transformative potential within Africa's developmental landscape. This internship represents not merely an educational opportunity, but a pivotal step toward contributing meaningfully to Ethiopia's ambitious Vision 2030 goals while gaining hands-on experience in one of the continent's most dynamic economies.
My academic foundation has been meticulously designed around Ethiopia's unique economic context. At the University of Addis Ababa, I have completed advanced coursework including "Development Economics of Africa," "Macroeconomic Policy Analysis," and "Ethiopian Economic History," where I consistently ranked in the top 10% of my cohort. My senior thesis, titled "Quantifying the Impact of Agricultural Value Chain Interventions on Rural Household Income in Amhara Region," involved fieldwork across five districts near Addis Ababa, collecting primary data from 150 smallholder farmers using SPSS and STATA for econometric analysis. This research directly connected to Ethiopia's current focus areas: the Growth and Transformation Plan II (GTP II) priorities in agricultural modernization and rural development, demonstrating my ability to apply theoretical knowledge to practical Ethiopian challenges.
What distinguishes my approach is my deep contextual understanding of Addis Ababa as the nerve center of Ethiopia's economic transformation. Having grown up in this vibrant capital city, I've witnessed firsthand how policies implemented at EDEA and other institutions—such as the Hawassa Industrial Park initiative and the recent expansion of Addis Ababa International Airport—reshape urban economies. This local perspective allows me to interpret data through an Ethiopian lens: when analyzing trade statistics, I understand that a 5% GDP growth figure in Ethiopia represents not just abstract numbers, but tangible improvements in coffee export revenues that support over 15 million livelihoods nationwide. My fluency in Amharic (mother tongue) and English enables seamless engagement with policymakers and community stakeholders—a critical asset for gathering authentic insights within the Ethiopian context.
During my internship at the Ethiopian Central Statistical Agency (CSA) last summer, I contributed to a project measuring informal sector contributions to Addis Ababa's economy. My responsibilities included compiling quarterly GDP sub-sector data, drafting policy briefs on youth employment trends, and supporting field enumerators in collecting data from 200+ street vendors across the city's bustling markets like Merkato. This experience taught me how to navigate Ethiopia's unique institutional landscape—where formal economic datasets often require creative triangulation with qualitative community assessments due to limited administrative coverage in informal sectors. I documented how Addis Ababa's rapid urbanization (projected to reach 12 million residents by 2030) creates both challenges for economic planning and opportunities for inclusive growth, a duality central to EDEA's mission.
My technical competencies align precisely with the requirements of an Economist Intern in Ethiopia's evolving economic ecosystem. I am proficient in Stata (with experience using commands like xtabond2 for dynamic panel data), R (for spatial analysis of regional development disparities), and Excel Advanced (including Power Query for large dataset management). Crucially, I've applied these tools to Ethiopia-specific scenarios: developing a forecasting model for coffee export revenues under climate change impacts, which was presented to the Agricultural Transformation Agency in Addis Ababa. Additionally, my language skills have facilitated collaborative projects with NGOs like CARE Ethiopia on gender-inclusive economic programs across Oromia region—proving my ability to work within Ethiopia's complex socio-economic fabric.
What compels me toward this specific internship at EDEA is its strategic role in shaping Addis Ababa's future as Africa's "economic gateway." As the city hosts the African Union Commission and numerous international development agencies, EDEA serves as a crucial bridge between Ethiopia's national priorities and global economic integration. I am particularly inspired by recent initiatives like the Addis Ababa Master Plan 2021-2035, which aims to position our capital as Africa's leading innovation hub through targeted investments in digital infrastructure and green manufacturing. My aspiration is to contribute to such forward-looking frameworks—transforming statistical data into actionable strategies that address Ethiopia's dual challenges of rapid urbanization and sustainable industrialization.
My commitment extends beyond academic excellence to active engagement with Ethiopia's development narrative. I have participated in the "Ethiopia Youth Economic Summit" organized by the Ministry of Finance, where I co-developed a policy proposal on fintech adoption for rural cooperatives—a concept directly relevant to Addis Ababa's emerging digital economy. Furthermore, I volunteer weekly at the Addis Ababa Community Development Center, helping entrepreneurs access microloans through government programs. These experiences have instilled in me a profound respect for Ethiopia's pragmatic approach to development: where policy is tested not on theoretical models alone, but through iterative implementation grounded in local realities.
I am confident that my academic rigor, contextual understanding of Ethiopia Addis Ababa's economic ecosystem, and passion for data-driven solutions align seamlessly with EDEA's objectives. The opportunity to learn from seasoned professionals while contributing to Ethiopia's journey toward middle-income status would be the most significant professional milestone of my career. I have attached my CV detailing additional projects including my work on calculating the economic impact of Ethiopian Airlines' expansion on national tourism revenue, which further demonstrates my commitment to analyzing Ethiopia-specific economic phenomena.
Thank you for considering this Internship Application Letter and for your dedication to Ethiopia's economic advancement. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my skills in econometric analysis, field research methodology, and contextual understanding of Addis Ababa's development challenges can support EDEA's mission. I am available for an interview at your earliest convenience and can be reached via email or phone as indicated above.
Respectfully yours,




Your Full Name
University of Addis Ababa, Economics Student
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