Internship Application Letter for Economist Position - Singapore
October 26, 2023
Ms. Angela Tan
Hiring Manager, Economic Research Division
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Internship Application Letter for Economist Position
Dear Ms. Tan,
I am writing with profound enthusiasm to submit my application for the Economist Internship position at the National University of Singapore Centre for Economic Policy Research, as advertised on the NUS Careers Portal. As a final-year Bachelor of Social Sciences (Economics) student at Nanyang Technological University with an outstanding academic record (GPA: 3.8/4.0), I have meticulously prepared this Internship Application Letter to demonstrate how my analytical capabilities, research expertise, and unwavering passion for Southeast Asian economic dynamics align precisely with your team's mission in Singapore Singapore.
My academic journey has been rigorously focused on developing the specialized skill set required for a successful career as an Economist. In my advanced coursework at NTU, I completed capstone projects analyzing ASEAN trade corridors and Singapore's digital economy transformation, utilizing econometric tools including STATA and Python for time-series analysis of data from the Monetary Authority of Singapore (MAS) and World Bank databases. Notably, my research on "Fintech Adoption Patterns in Southeast Asian SMEs" earned departmental distinction through its novel application of machine learning to predict regulatory impact—directly relevant to your Centre's current projects on financial inclusion metrics. I am particularly drawn to the opportunity of contributing under your leadership during a pivotal phase for Singapore's economy, where the integration of AI-driven analytics with traditional economic modeling is reshaping policy frameworks across Singapore Singapore.
What distinguishes my approach as a future Economist is my contextual understanding of Singapore's unique economic ecosystem. Having completed an industry placement at the Economic Development Board (EDB) during my sophomore year, I observed firsthand how Singapore's strategic positioning as a global hub for innovation—especially through initiatives like the Smart Nation 2.0 framework—creates complex interdependencies between foreign direct investment flows, talent migration patterns, and sustainable growth metrics. During this placement, I assisted in drafting a policy brief on semiconductor supply chain diversification that was later presented to senior EDB executives; this experience reinforced my conviction that effective economic analysis must balance technical rigor with acute geopolitical awareness. Singapore's role as a testbed for forward-looking economic policies makes it the ideal environment for me to develop as an Economist, and I am eager to bring this localized perspective to your research team.
My technical proficiency extends beyond standard econometric analysis. I have developed two open-source Python libraries for visualizing real-time trade data from Singapore's TradeNet system, which were adopted by three NTU research groups. In addition, I possess advanced skills in qualitative methodology—evidenced by my fieldwork conducting 50+ interviews with SME owners across Singapore's Jurong Island industrial zone to understand post-pandemic recovery patterns. These experiences have cultivated a methodological versatility crucial for the multidisciplinary nature of modern economic research in Singapore Singapore. I understand that as an Economist at your Centre, I would need to synthesize quantitative data with qualitative insights to inform evidence-based policy recommendations, and my diverse skill set positions me uniquely to contribute immediately.
What compels me most about this specific Internship Application Letter opportunity is the Centre's pioneering work on "Green Growth Metrics for Southeast Asia." Singapore's leadership in carbon trading frameworks and its recent ASEAN Sustainable Finance Initiative present a compelling case study. I have already initiated independent research exploring the economic viability of Singapore's proposed carbon tax increases, incorporating input from Masdar Institute scholars through academic collaboration channels. This aligns perfectly with your Centre's current focus areas, and I am confident that my proactive approach to connecting theoretical economics with Singapore's urgent policy challenges would add immediate value to your team.
I recognize that the Economist internship at NUS represents more than a professional opportunity—it is a critical step in understanding how data-driven economic policy shapes one of the world's most dynamic cities. My previous experience analyzing Singapore's tourism recovery post-COVID (published in NTU's Economic Perspectives Journal) demonstrated my ability to deliver actionable insights under tight deadlines—a skill I understand is paramount for your Centre’s high-impact projects. Furthermore, my fluency in Mandarin and Malay enables me to engage deeply with the region's diverse economic actors, enhancing research validity across cultural contexts that many international institutions overlook.
As I prepare to graduate this December, I am committed to applying my academic rigor and field experience within Singapore’s premier economic research environment. The Centre’s work on digital currency adoption in Southeast Asia particularly resonates with my thesis focus on monetary policy innovation, and I am eager to contribute to your team's exploration of central bank digital currencies (CBDCs) during the upcoming pilot phases. I have attached my resume detailing further projects including an analysis of Singapore's manufacturing sector resilience that received commendation from the Association of Southeast Asian Nations Economic Research Centre.
Thank you for considering my application for this Economist internship. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my analytical capabilities, contextual understanding of Singapore’s economic landscape, and dedication to policy-relevant research can support your team's mission. I am available for an interview at your earliest convenience and can be reached via email at chen.ren@ntu.edu.sg or phone +65 9123 4567.
Sincerely,
Ren Chen
Bachelor of Social Sciences (Economics), Nanyang Technological University
Graduation Date: December 2023
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