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INTERNSHIP APPLICATION LETTER
For Hairdresser Internship Position in Afghanistan Kabul
Aisha Rahman
123 Green Street, Dasht-e-Barchi
Kabul, Afghanistan
+93 700 123 456 | aisha.rahman@afghansalon.com
October 26, 2023
Ms. Fatima Nazari
Director of Training & Operations
Glamour Salon Kabul
Paghman Road, Near Karte Parwan Bridge
Kabul, Afghanistan
Subject: Enthusiastic Application for Hairdresser Internship Position
Dear Ms. Nazari,
I am writing with profound enthusiasm to express my earnest interest in the Hairdresser Internship position at Glamour Salon Kabul, as advertised on the Kabul Women's Professional Network portal. As a dedicated young woman from Dasht-e-Barchi deeply committed to mastering the art of hairdressing within Afghanistan's evolving beauty industry, I believe this internship represents a transformative opportunity to contribute meaningfully while learning from Kabul's most respected salon professionals.
Having grown up in Kabul where I witnessed both the resilience of our community and the growing cultural significance of personal grooming as an expression of dignity, I've developed a unique perspective on hairdressing. In Afghan society, where traditional customs often intersect with modern aspirations, a skilled hairdresser isn't merely a stylist—they're trusted advisors who help women navigate their identity through appearance. At Glamour Salon Kabul's reputation for blending cultural sensitivity with professional excellence has inspired me to pursue this opportunity as an intern.
My journey toward hairdressing began at the Kabul Beauty Academy, where I completed a rigorous six-month certificate program in 2022. Under the mentorship of Master Stylist Zahra Karim, I mastered foundational techniques including natural hair care for our climate's dry conditions, intricate braiding traditions from eastern Afghanistan, and modern cutting methods adaptable to diverse cultural preferences. What distinguished my training was our focus on ethical service: we learned to recognize when clients needed discreet assistance with post-conflict trauma through gentle grooming sessions—a practice deeply valued in Kabul's community context.
During my academy practicum at the Women's Development Center in Shar-e-Nau, I supported 15+ women daily who were re-entering the workforce after years of displacement. This experience taught me that hairdressing in Afghanistan carries profound social significance beyond aesthetics. I recall a client from Nangarhar province who regained confidence through her first professional haircut before job interviews, sharing that "it felt like the world saw me as more than just a refugee." This moment crystallized my purpose: to provide service that empowers Afghan women through beauty with cultural integrity.
My technical skills include precision cutting for both short and long hair types common in Kabul (considering our region's distinctive hair textures), natural coloring using locally-sourced henna and herbal dyes, and advanced braiding techniques for traditional outfits like the "Peshawari" headscarf. I've also completed specialized training in salon management through the Afghanistan Women's Business Association, learning inventory systems that work within Kabul's supply chain realities—particularly crucial given our current import constraints.
What excites me most about this internship opportunity at Glamour Salon Kabul is your salon's innovative approach to cultural adaptation. I was deeply impressed by your recent "Modern Pashtun Elegance" collection featured in the Kabul Times, which respectfully reinterpreted traditional embroidery patterns into hair accessories. In a nation where beauty standards evolve rapidly amidst social changes, I believe this balance between heritage and innovation defines the future of professional hairdressing in Afghanistan. I'm eager to contribute my fresh perspective while learning from your team's expertise.
My commitment to professionalism extends beyond technical skill. Having witnessed Kabul's post-2021 beauty industry transformation, I understand that as an intern I must embody the highest ethical standards: respecting clients' privacy (especially important for women accessing services independently), maintaining strict hygiene protocols in our climate, and practicing sustainable techniques that minimize water waste—a critical consideration in our city's current infrastructure challenges. I've already begun implementing these principles by creating a reusable cotton-lined storage system for salon tools during my community volunteering.
My family's connection to Kabul runs deep—my grandmother operated a hairdressing stall near Babur Gardens for 30 years before the economic shifts. She taught me that in Afghan culture, hairdressing is sacred work: "We don't just cut hair; we mend confidence," she would say. This philosophy guides my approach. In Afghanistan Kabul, where opportunities for professional growth remain limited for women in skilled trades, I see this internship not just as a career step but as a chance to model sustainable beauty careers for younger generations across our city.
I am particularly drawn to Glamour Salon's partnership with the Afghan National Women's Foundation. My previous work with their vocational program taught me how beauty services directly support economic independence—a mission I'm passionate about advancing. As an intern, I would bring not just eagerness to learn but also practical solutions: my experience creating low-cost conditioning masks from local ingredients like argan oil (sourced through Kabul's cooperative markets) and my fluency in Pashto, Dari, and English to bridge communication gaps for diverse clients.
I understand that an internship requires dedication beyond the salon floor. I've prepared to balance this commitment with my current studies at the Afghan Technical Institute, where I'm pursuing advanced cosmetology certification. My schedule allows for 25+ hours weekly during academic semesters and full-time availability during breaks—ensuring I can fully engage with Glamour Salon's operations while supporting your team's goals.
Thank you for considering my application. I have attached my detailed CV, academy certification, and a letter of recommendation from Master Stylist Zahra Karim (Director at Kabul Beauty Academy) that speaks to my character and commitment. I would be honored to discuss how my background in culturally-responsive hairdressing aligns with Glamour Salon's vision during an interview at your earliest convenience.
In Afghanistan, we say "Khush amadid" (you're welcome), but I hope this opportunity will allow me to contribute meaningfully to Kabul's beauty community. With respect for our shared commitment to elevating professional standards in Afghan hairdressing, I await your positive response.
Sincerely,


Aisha Rahman
Hairdressing Internship Candidate
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