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October 26, 2023
Hiring Manager
Addis Ababa Public Health Laboratory
P.O. Box 1945, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Subject: Application for Laboratory Technician Internship Position
Dear Hiring Manager,
I am writing with profound enthusiasm to express my earnest interest in the Laboratory Technician Internship position at the Addis Ababa Public Health Laboratory, as advertised on the Ethiopian Public Health Institute's career portal. As a dedicated final-year student in Medical Laboratory Science at Addis Ababa University, I have meticulously prepared myself to contribute meaningfully to Ethiopia's healthcare advancement through this prestigious Internship Application Letter. My academic rigor, hands-on laboratory experience, and deep commitment to improving public health infrastructure in Ethiopia Addis Ababa make me an ideal candidate for this opportunity.
Throughout my undergraduate studies at Addis Ababa University's College of Health Sciences, I have immersed myself in the core disciplines essential for modern laboratory practice. My coursework has included Advanced Clinical Chemistry, Microbiology Techniques, Hematology and Blood Banking, Immunology, and Medical Laboratory Quality Management. In particular, my senior project on "Malaria Parasite Detection Using Rapid Diagnostic Tests in Urban Ethiopian Settings" required me to operate under strict biosafety protocols while processing 300+ blood samples from Addis Ababa's urban health centers. This experience honed my proficiency in operating CLIA-certified equipment such as centrifuges, spectrophotometers, and microscopes – skills directly transferable to the diagnostic workflows at your esteemed facility.
My practical training extended beyond academic requirements during a six-month clinical attachment at St. Paul's Hospital Millennium Medical College (SPHMMC) in Addis Ababa. Under the mentorship of Dr. Alemayehu Gebremedhin, I assisted in processing routine and emergency samples for HIV viral load testing, TB culture identification, and complete blood counts. I became adept at maintaining meticulous chain-of-custody documentation while managing a daily volume of 150+ specimens – a critical skill for Ethiopia's public health laboratories facing increasing diagnostic demands. What profoundly impacted me was observing how accurate laboratory results directly influenced treatment decisions for patients in Addis Ababa's densely populated neighborhoods, reinforcing my conviction that precision in Laboratory Technician work saves lives.
I understand the unique challenges and opportunities presented by Ethiopia's public health landscape. As the capital city of a nation with rapidly expanding healthcare infrastructure, Addis Ababa serves as Ethiopia's primary hub for disease surveillance and response. The ongoing national efforts to combat infectious diseases like tuberculosis, malaria, and emerging pathogens require laboratories that operate with both technical excellence and cultural sensitivity to our community needs. My fluency in Amharic (native), English, and Oromiffa enables me to communicate effectively with diverse patient populations – a crucial asset when collecting samples or explaining procedures in the bustling environments of Addis Ababa's health centers.
What particularly excites me about applying for this internship at your laboratory is its pivotal role in Ethiopia's health system. During my research on Addis Ababa's public health initiatives, I discovered how your department collaborates with the Ethiopian Public Health Institute to implement WHO-endorsed protocols for antimicrobial resistance monitoring. This alignment with national priorities resonates deeply with me as a future healthcare professional committed to contributing to Ethiopia's Vision 2030 goals for universal health coverage. I am eager to learn from your team's expertise in implementing the National TB Control Program and supporting the newly launched Ethiopian Health Extension Worker program, which delivers laboratory services at community levels across Addis Ababa.
My technical competencies include: proficiency in laboratory information systems (LIS) such as LabSoft; strict adherence to safety protocols (OSHA-compliant); experience with quality assurance procedures including calibration verification; and ability to prepare reagents and maintain equipment. I am certified in Basic Life Support (BLS) from the American Heart Association, which is vital when handling biohazardous materials. Additionally, my volunteer work with the Addis Ababa Health Development Society has taught me to manage high-pressure environments – such as during our recent cholera outbreak response where we processed 200+ water samples daily across five city districts.
My motivation extends beyond technical skills; it stems from witnessing how laboratory services transform communities. Last year, while assisting in a mobile clinic outreach in Addis Ababa's Bole district, I saw firsthand how timely HIV test results enabled immediate treatment initiation for elderly patients who had never before accessed formal healthcare. This experience crystallized my understanding that a Laboratory Technician is not merely an operator of machines but a frontline guardian of public health security. In Ethiopia, where rural laboratories often face equipment shortages, my ability to troubleshoot common technical issues – like calibrating pipettes or resolving centrifuge malfunctions – would be valuable in supporting operational continuity at your facility.
I am fully committed to contributing to the Addis Ababa Public Health Laboratory's mission while embracing the cultural and professional ethos of Ethiopia. As a native of Addis Ababa, I understand local healthcare dynamics better than any outsider could. I have witnessed how laboratory delays can disrupt entire treatment pathways for patients from all socioeconomic backgrounds in our city, and I am determined to help prevent such setbacks through diligent practice. My strong work ethic, demonstrated by maintaining a 3.8/4.0 GPA while managing clinical rotations, ensures I will be a reliable asset during this internship.
The prospect of learning under your institution's experienced professionals represents the next critical step in my professional journey toward becoming a licensed Medical Laboratory Scientist certified by Ethiopia's Ministry of Health. I am eager to apply my academic knowledge within your laboratory's dynamic environment, contribute to Ethiopia's health security initiatives, and absorb best practices that will serve me throughout my career in Ethiopia Addis Ababa and beyond.
Thank you for considering my application for this vital internship opportunity. I have attached my resume detailing additional qualifications and references from Dr. Gebremedhin (SPHMMC) and Professor Tsegaye Kassa (Addis Ababa University). I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my skills align with your laboratory's objectives at your earliest convenience and am available for an interview at any time.
With sincere appreciation for Ethiopia's investment in healthcare excellence,
Sincerely,
Abebech Tadesse
Final Year Student, Medical Laboratory Science
Addis Ababa University, College of Health Sciences
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