Internship Application Letter - Librarian Position in Dakar, Senegal
INTERNATIONAL LIBRARY INTERNSHIP APPLICATION LETTER
For the Librarian Internship Position at Dakar's Premier Cultural Institution
[Your Name]
[Your Address]
[City, Postal Code]
[Email Address]
[Phone Number]
[Date]
Hiring Committee
National Library of Senegal
Place de l'Indépendance
Dakar, Senegal
Subject: Enthusiastic Application for Librarian Internship in Dakar, Senegal
Dear Hiring Committee,
I am writing with profound enthusiasm to submit my application for the Librarian Internship position at the National Library of Senegal in Dakar, as advertised on UNESCO's Cultural Heritage Portal. As a dedicated library science student with a specialized focus on African information ecosystems, I have long admired Senegal's commitment to knowledge preservation and cultural enlightenment. My academic background, coupled with my deep respect for Dakar's rich intellectual heritage, positions me to make meaningful contributions to your institution during this critical period of digital transformation in West Africa.
Having completed my Bachelor of Library and Information Science at the University of Cape Town with a 3.8/4.0 GPA, I have immersed myself in coursework directly relevant to Senegalese contexts – including "African Archival Studies," "Multilingual Information Systems," and "Community-Based Resource Management." My academic journey has been fueled by a specific interest in how libraries serve as cultural anchors in post-colonial societies. I recently completed a research project analyzing the role of public libraries in Dakar's educational landscape, which revealed that while Senegal boasts one of Africa's highest literacy rates (73%), equitable access to specialized resources remains a challenge for rural communities. This insight has solidified my determination to contribute to the National Library of Senegal’s mission as it expands its outreach programs.
What particularly draws me to this Internship Application Letter opportunity is Dakar's unique position as Africa's intellectual crossroads. As I prepared for my application, I visited the University of Cheikh Anta Diop Library in Dakar virtually and was deeply impressed by their "Digital Heritage Initiative" – a project that digitizes oral histories from Wolof, Serer, and Fulani elders. This work aligns perfectly with my experience creating metadata standards for the African Digital Archives Project at my university. In that role, I developed a system for categorizing 150+ pre-colonial manuscripts using both English and French terminology to ensure accessibility across linguistic communities – directly addressing a core challenge faced by Senegalese libraries. My fluency in French (C1 level) and basic Wolof further enables me to bridge communication gaps when working with diverse community stakeholders.
During my volunteer tenure at the Cape Town Public Library's Youth Literacy Program, I designed a culturally responsive book display featuring West African authors like Mariama Bâ and Ousmane Sembène. This initiative increased youth library usage by 40% and taught me the power of localized collection development – a skill I am eager to apply at your institution. Having researched Senegal's National Library statistics, I noted that while their collection grows by 5,000 volumes annually, only 22% are in indigenous languages. In my proposed internship plan (detailed in my supplementary materials), I outline how I would collaborate with the Language Department to develop a bilingual cataloging system for Wolof and French materials – an initiative directly responsive to Senegal's national education strategy.
My practical experience extends beyond academic settings. As a summer intern at the South African National Library, I assisted in migrating 10,000 physical records to the new library management system (Koha), gaining proficiency with OPAC interfaces and preservation protocols. More significantly, I facilitated community workshops on digital literacy for elderly Senegalese migrants in Cape Town – skills that would transfer seamlessly to Dakar's intergenerational knowledge-sharing initiatives. I understand that Senegal Dakar faces unique challenges: the 2017 National Library report noted that 35% of rural schools lack library access, while urban centers like ours struggle with infrastructure for digital resources. My proposal includes a concrete plan to assist your team in developing mobile library units using solar-powered tablets – a solution I've piloted through my university's "Digital Outreach" project.
What truly excites me about this internship opportunity is its alignment with Senegal's Vision 2035 goals for educational innovation. As the country positions itself as West Africa's knowledge hub, the National Library serves as a vital catalyst. I have followed your institution's recent partnership with UNESCO to establish Dakar as an "Open Educational Resources Hub," and I am eager to contribute to this mission by developing multilingual digital resources that support Senegal's national curriculum. My technical toolkit includes advanced Excel for collection analysis, LibGuides for resource curation, and basic Python scripting – skills I would apply immediately in your Digital Collections Department.
My admiration for Dakar's intellectual spirit extends beyond professional interest. During my study-abroad semester in Senegal (2023), I attended the annual "Fête de la Culture" at the Théâtre de l'Independance and was moved by how community gatherings centered around oral storytelling – a tradition our library must honor while modernizing. I understand that becoming an effective Librarian in Senegal Dakar requires cultural humility, which I've cultivated through living with host families, learning traditional crafts at the Cité des Arts du Sénégal, and volunteering at the Ngor Community Library. These experiences taught me that libraries aren't merely repositories but active community spaces where identity is preserved and celebrated.
I am deeply aware that this Internship Application Letter represents more than a professional opportunity – it's a chance to join Senegal's vital mission of reclaiming its narrative through knowledge. I would be honored to contribute to the National Library's efforts in digitizing the works of Amadou Hampâté Bâ, supporting Dakar's youth through literacy programs, and strengthening the library’s role as an anchor for cultural resilience. My resume provides further detail on my qualifications, including a reference from Dr. Aminata Diop (Professor of Information Science at Cheikh Anta Diop University) who has endorsed my work on African information ethics.
Thank you for considering my application. I am available for an interview at your earliest convenience and would welcome the opportunity to discuss how my skills in collection development, digital preservation, and community engagement can support Senegal Dakar's vision for its libraries. I have attached all required documents including my resume, academic transcript, and a 2-page proposal detailing my internship objectives.
With sincere appreciation for Senegal's legacy of knowledge transmission,
[Your Full Name]
Library Science Student, University of Cape Town
"A library is not a warehouse of books but a garden of the mind where knowledge blossoms under the sun of shared wisdom." – Adapted from Senegalese proverb
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