Internship Application Letter - Musician Position
Internship Application Letter
For Musician Internship Position at Accra-based Cultural Organization
October 26, 2023
Ms. Ama Mensah
Director of Arts Development
Afrobeat Collective Ghana
P.O. Box 7890
Accra, Ghana
Subject: Internship Application for Musician Position at Afrobeat Collective Ghana
Dear Ms. Mensah,
With profound enthusiasm, I submit my Internship Application Letter for the Musician Internship position at Afrobeat Collective Ghana in Accra. As a dedicated musician with five years of professional experience in West African musical traditions and contemporary fusion genres, I have long admired your organization's pivotal role in preserving Ghana's rich cultural heritage while innovating within the global music landscape. This internship represents not merely a professional opportunity, but a meaningful alignment with my life's mission to contribute to Ghana Accra's dynamic musical ecosystem.
My journey as a Musician began in Kumasi at the age of seven when I was immersed in traditional drumming circles under the mentorship of Master Drummer Kwame Mensah. This early foundation evolved into comprehensive training at the National School of Performing Arts, where I specialized in Afrobeat instrumentation and composition. My portfolio includes collaborations with renowned Ghanaian artists like Sarkodie and Shatta Wale, as well as international projects spanning Lagos to London. However, what consistently draws me back to Ghana Accra is its unparalleled energy – a city where highlife rhythms meet electronic beats in open-air concerts that transform Independence Avenue into a pulsating cultural artery every weekend.
What compels me most about Afrobeat Collective Ghana is your community-driven approach. Your "Soundscapes for Development" initiative, which uses music to address youth unemployment through skill-building workshops, resonates deeply with my belief that music must serve social purpose. During my recent tour of Accra's Nima and Osu neighborhoods, I witnessed firsthand how local artists transform abandoned spaces into vibrant performance hubs – a vision I am eager to support as your intern. Having performed at the 2023 Accra Jazz Festival and contributed to the Ghana Music Awards' youth outreach program, I understand the unique challenges and opportunities within this specific ecosystem.
As a Musician committed to authentic cultural preservation, I've developed specialized skills directly applicable to your organization's needs. My fluency in Ga language enables deeper community engagement with traditional drumming ensembles. I've mastered the kpanlogo drum set – a skill scarce among contemporary Ghanaian musicians – and recently completed certification in digital music production through Accra's Creative Tech Hub. Most significantly, I've created an original fusion project blending Akan folk melodies with electronic production that has garnered 150,000+ streams on Spotify Africa. This demonstrates my ability to innovate within Ghanaian musical traditions while maintaining cultural integrity – a balance your organization champions.
I propose three specific contributions during my internship in Ghana Accra: First, I'll assist in developing the "Youth Sound Lab" program by designing culturally responsive curriculum for 20+ young musicians across six Accra communities. Second, I'll document traditional drumming techniques from Kumasi and Tema through video tutorials for your online archive – preserving knowledge that's rapidly disappearing. Third, I'll collaborate on creating an original soundtrack for your upcoming "Accra Sound Map" project that maps the city's musical geography through audio storytelling.
My understanding of Ghana Accra's music industry extends beyond performance to its intricate business ecosystem. I've researched how digital platforms like Boomplay are transforming Ghanaian music exports, and I'm eager to apply this knowledge to your artist development strategies. In my previous role with the Kumasi Cultural Exchange, I negotiated partnerships between local musicians and international streaming services – experience directly relevant to expanding Afrobeat Collective's global reach from its Accra base.
What makes me particularly suited for this internship is my deep connection to Ghanaian musical identity. Unlike many foreign interns who view Accra as a "destination," I approach it as home – where my grandmother taught me the meaning of Adowa dance rhythms, and where street vendors sing traditional folktales over motorcycle horns. This cultural fluency allows me to navigate community dynamics with respect, which is essential for your work with sensitive communities like the Ashanti diaspora in Accra. My application isn't just a professional pursuit; it's a homecoming rooted in decades of musical lineage.
I am eager to contribute to your mission while learning from Ghana Accra's most respected musical minds. Your organization has consistently demonstrated how music can bridge generations and transform communities – values that mirror my own artistic philosophy. During my research on Afrobeat Collective Ghana, I was particularly inspired by your 2022 collaboration with UNESCO to document Ghana's intangible musical heritage. This work embodies the kind of culturally conscious practice I aspire to advance as a Musician.
As an aspiring leader in Ghana's music industry, this internship represents the critical next step. The opportunity to learn from your team while contributing meaningfully to Accra's cultural landscape would be an honor. My resume, attached with this Internship Application Letter, details my experience in community music programming and festival production – including my management of a 300-person youth ensemble at the 2022 Pan African Film Festival in Accra.
I have included references from Dr. Kwame Addae (Director of National School of Performing Arts) and Ato Mensah (Senior Producer at Veepee Music Ghana), both familiar with my work within Ghana Accra's musical context. I would be grateful for the opportunity to discuss how my skills in traditional instrumentation, community engagement, and cross-cultural production align with Afrobeat Collective Ghana's vision.
Thank you for considering this Internship Application Letter. I am available for an interview at your earliest convenience and can be reached at +233 54 123 4567 or email@example.com. I eagerly await the possibility of contributing to Ghana Accra's musical legacy as a dedicated Musician intern.
Sincerely,
Kofi Mensah
Musician & Cultural Ambassador
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