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Internship Application Letter
For the Position of Musician Intern at Jerusalem Cultural Exchange Initiative
Ms. Rachel Cohen
Program Director
Jerusalem Cultural Exchange Initiative (JCEI)
Mussafah Street 14, Jerusalem, Israel
Date: October 26, 2023
Subject: Internship Application Letter for Musician Position
Dear Ms. Cohen,
With profound enthusiasm and deep respect for Jerusalem's unparalleled musical heritage, I am writing to submit my formal Internship Application Letter for the Musician Intern position at the Jerusalem Cultural Exchange Initiative (JCEI). As a dedicated musician with five years of immersive performance and composition experience across diverse traditions, I have long admired JCEI’s pioneering work in preserving and innovating Jerusalem's living musical tapestry—a tapestry woven from Jewish, Arab, Christian, Armenian, and Bedouin threads. The opportunity to contribute to this vital mission within the heart of Israel Jerusalem represents not merely a professional aspiration but a calling rooted in my personal journey as a musician.
My musical path began in Tel Aviv at the Rubin Academy of Music under the guidance of Professor Elias Yosha, where I honed my violin technique while exploring Middle Eastern maqam scales. However, it was during three years volunteering with "Voices of Hope," a community music program serving Palestinian and Israeli youth in East Jerusalem's Shuafat Refugee Camp that I truly understood Jerusalem's musical soul. There, I witnessed how melodies transcend political divides—how a shared oud riff in a refugee center kitchen could dissolve barriers as effectively as any diplomatic meeting. This experience crystallized my commitment to becoming not just a performer, but a cultural bridge-builder in Israel Jerusalem. My repertoire now spans classical Arabic compositions, Sephardic liturgical music, and contemporary fusion pieces I've developed with local artists at the Jerusalem Music Festival.
What particularly ignites my passion for this internship is JCEI's unique focus on intercultural collaboration within Israel Jerusalem's specific context. Unlike generic music programs elsewhere, JCEI actively partners with institutions like the Al-Quds University School of Music and the Jewish Museum of Jerusalem to create spaces where tradition meets innovation. I am eager to contribute my skills in: (1) Community engagement through music workshops for youth at neighborhood centers like Mahane Yehuda Market; (2) Digital archiving of oral histories from Jerusalem's elderly musicians; and (3) Collaborative composition projects that merge traditional instruments like the darbuka with electronic elements—echoing JCEI’s "Soundscapes of Jerusalem" series. My ability to teach basic Arabic rhythms in Hebrew and English, developed through my work at Beit Ha'Yeladim children's center, aligns precisely with JCEI’s multilingual approach to cultural exchange.
My practical experience includes performing at the annual Jerusalem Music Festival (2021-2023), where I composed and premiered a piece titled "Mikveh of Sounds" blending Jewish liturgical chants with Palestinian folk melodies—a work that resonated deeply during the festival's theme of "Shared Roots." I also co-founded "Harmony Bridge," a nonprofit that brings together Israeli and Palestinian student musicians for monthly improvisation sessions in Jerusalem. Our most successful event, held at the historic YMCA building near Damascus Gate, featured 40 young artists performing original compositions about Jerusalem’s layered history. This project received coverage from Yedioth Ahronoth and was cited as a model by the Ministry of Culture for its approach to conflict resolution through music. I believe this embodies the spirit JCEI champions: using sound as a language for dialogue in Israel Jerusalem.
Having studied under masters in both Tel Aviv and Amman, I bring not just technical proficiency but a deep understanding of Jerusalem's musical ecology. My research on Ottoman-era synagogue cantorial traditions at the Hebrew University Archives revealed how melodies from 19th-century Jerusalem synagogues directly influenced Palestinian muwashshahat poetry. This knowledge positions me to contribute meaningfully to JCEI’s archival projects while respecting the city’s sacred musical history. I am also fluent in Hebrew (C1 level) and Arabic (B2), allowing me to engage authentically with all communities across Israel Jerusalem—essential when documenting oral histories or facilitating workshops where language barriers often hinder cultural exchange.
Why Jerusalem, specifically? Because no city on Earth carries such complex musical resonance. The call to prayer echoing from the Old City’s minarets, the haunting melodies of a kumzitz in Ein Kerem, the electric beats of Shuk HaCarmel’s night market—all coexist within this compact city. JCEI is uniquely positioned to document and nurture this phenomenon. As an intern, I would be honored to support your work in cataloging Jerusalem’s disappearing soundscape—like the traditional music of Jerusalem's Greek Orthodox community or the unique Jewish holiday rhythms of the Moroccan Quarter—before they fade with generations. This mission aligns with my own artistic philosophy: that true music serves as both memory and hope.
I am prepared to relocate immediately to Jerusalem and commit fully to JCEI’s 6-month internship cycle. My portfolio, including recordings of my original compositions, workshop facilitation videos, and community project reports, is available upon request. I have attached my CV detailing specific collaborations with Israeli cultural institutions like the Israel Philharmonic Orchestra’s education department and the Jerusalem Artists’ Collective.
Thank you for considering this Internship Application Letter from a musician who sees Jerusalem not as a city of division, but as a living symphony waiting to be conducted. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my skills in performance, community building, and cross-cultural composition can support JCEI’s vital work in Israel Jerusalem. I will contact you within one week to arrange an interview at your convenience.
Sincerely,
David Ben-Ari
Musical Artist & Community Engager
+972-52-123-4567 | david.benari@gmail.com | www.davidbenari-music.com
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