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Internship Application Letter
Application for Photography Internship Position
Dear Hiring Manager,
I am writing to express my enthusiastic application for the Photographer Internship position at your esteemed organization in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. As a dedicated visual storytelling student with a profound passion for capturing authentic moments through the lens, I am eager to contribute to your team while immersing myself in the dynamic creative landscape of United Arab Emirates Abu Dhabi. This Internship Application Letter serves as my formal expression of interest in this opportunity and my commitment to growing as a professional Photographer within one of the world's most culturally vibrant cities.
Why Abu Dhabi? Why Photography?
My fascination with photography began during my childhood in Dubai, where I witnessed how images could transcend language barriers and bridge cultural divides. However, it was my recent immersion in Abu Dhabi's artistic ecosystem that crystallized my professional aspirations. The city’s unique blend of ancient heritage—evident in landmarks like Qasr Al Hosn and the Sheikh Zayed Grand Mosque—and its cutting-edge modern architecture provides an unparalleled visual canvas for storytelling. I am particularly inspired by how United Arab Emirates Abu Dhabi seamlessly integrates tradition with innovation, a philosophy I aspire to embody in my photographic practice.
The Abu Dhabi Tourism Development and Investment Company’s recent initiatives, such as the "Abu Dhabi Heritage Village" and "Louvre Abu Dhabi" exhibitions, have demonstrated how photography serves as both cultural documentation and tourism catalyst. As an aspiring Photographer, I recognize that capturing these narratives responsibly requires not just technical skill but deep cultural sensitivity—a value I’ve cultivated through volunteering with community art projects across the UAE.
Academic Foundation and Technical Proficiency
I recently completed my Bachelor of Fine Arts in Digital Media at the American University of Sharjah, where I specialized in documentary photography. My academic journey equipped me with advanced technical competencies including:
· Lighting Mastery: Proficient in natural and artificial lighting setups for portraiture, events, and commercial shoots
· Post-Production Expertise: Advanced skills in Adobe Lightroom and Photoshop with emphasis on color grading for Middle Eastern aesthetics
· Cultural Contextualization: Coursework focused on ethical representation of diverse communities across the GCC region
· Technical Versatility: Experience with high-end DSLRs (Canon 5D Mark IV, Sony A7III) and drone photography for aerial cityscapes
My final-year project, "Rhythms of the Arabian Gulf", documented Emirati fishermen in Abu Dhabi’s Al Dhafra region. This work was featured at the 2023 UAE Cultural Heritage Festival and reinforced my understanding of how photography preserves intangible cultural heritage—a mission central to United Arab Emirates Abu Dhabi's vision for sustainable tourism.
Why Your Organization?
I have closely followed your organization’s innovative projects, particularly the "Abu Dhabi Through My Lens" community initiative that empowers local youth in visual arts. Your recent partnership with the Abu Dhabi Art Foundation to document the city’s evolving urban landscape resonates deeply with my professional ethos. As a Photographer, I believe that visual narratives should serve as bridges—connecting generations and fostering cross-cultural appreciation. This aligns perfectly with your organization’s commitment to making United Arab Emirates Abu Dhabi a global hub for artistic excellence.
Moreover, the opportunity to learn from industry leaders in a city where photography is increasingly recognized as both art form and economic driver excites me. Abu Dhabi’s 2030 Vision explicitly prioritizes creative industries, and I am keen to contribute to this growth through hands-on experience under your mentorship.
My Commitment as an Intern
This internship represents far more than a professional stepping stone—it is my commitment to becoming a culturally attuned Photographer who elevates the visual narrative of the UAE. I bring:
· Intercultural Agility: Fluent in English and Arabic with understanding of local customs (e.g., respect for modesty in photography)
· Project Management: Organized a campus photography exhibit with 50+ student contributors
· Ethical Commitment: Certified in UAE Cultural Sensitivity Training through Abu Dhabi Tourism Development
· Adaptability: Successfully navigated remote shoots during extreme weather conditions in the desert regions
I understand that as a Photographer intern in Abu Dhabi, I must balance technical precision with cultural humility. Whether documenting traditional souk artisans or modern skyline transformations, I will ensure every frame respects the subject and context—a principle central to my approach.
Vision for Growth in Abu Dhabi
My long-term vision aligns with the UAE’s cultural renaissance. I aim to develop a portfolio that showcases Abu Dhabi not just as a tourist destination, but as a living museum of human creativity. In 5 years, I aspire to establish my own studio focused on sustainable storytelling—documenting how Emirati youth innovate within traditional frameworks (e.g., digital embroidery, heritage food photography). This internship is the critical first step in that journey.
Abu Dhabi’s strategic location as a cultural nexus between East and West provides unparalleled learning opportunities. I am particularly eager to study under your team’s approach to capturing events like the Abu Dhabi Film Festival and Formula 1 Grand Prix, where visual storytelling meets global audiences. As a Photographer, I recognize that every shot in United Arab Emirates Abu Dhabi contributes to the city’s evolving identity on the world stage.
Conclusion
In this Internship Application Letter, I have outlined not just my qualifications, but my deep-rooted connection to Abu Dhabi’s creative spirit. My technical skills are complemented by a genuine passion for representing the UAE authentically—a mission that transcends mere photography and becomes cultural stewardship. I am confident that my proactive attitude, technical foundation, and commitment to ethical visual storytelling will allow me to contribute meaningfully from day one.
Thank you for considering my application. I have attached my portfolio showcasing work relevant to Abu Dhabi’s cultural landscape, including a series on the Corniche during sunset—a moment where tradition and modernity meet in perfect harmony. I would welcome the opportunity to discuss how my vision aligns with your organization’s goals during an interview at your earliest convenience.
With sincere appreciation for your time and consideration,
Sara Al Marzouqi
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates | +971 5X XXX XXXX | sara.almarzouqi@email.com
Portfolio Reference: www.saraalmarzouqi.com/abudhabi_portfolio
This Internship Application Letter is submitted in full compliance with UAE labor regulations and cultural norms.
