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INTERNATIONAL STUDENT INTERNSHIP APPLICATION LETTER
For Professor [Last Name], Department of [Relevant Field]
Makerere University, Kampala, Uganda
Dear Professor [Last Name],
It is with profound enthusiasm that I submit my Internship Application Letter for a research internship opportunity under your esteemed guidance at Makerere University in Kampala, Uganda. As a dedicated undergraduate student in Environmental Science at the University of Nairobi, Kenya, I have long admired your pioneering work on sustainable water resource management in East Africa—a field that has become increasingly critical as climate change intensifies across our region. Your recent publication "Innovative Rainwater Harvesting Systems for Urban Slums in Kampala" (Journal of African Environmental Studies, 2023) not only aligned with my academic focus but also resonated deeply with my personal commitment to community-driven solutions in Uganda Kampala's rapidly expanding urban centers.
My academic journey has been meticulously structured around preparing for meaningful fieldwork in East Africa. I completed my Bachelor of Science with First-Class Honors, focusing on hydrological modeling under the supervision of Dr. Amina Nkundabakura at Kenyatta University, where I developed proficiency in GIS applications and statistical analysis using R programming. During my final year project—titled "Groundwater Quality Assessment in Nairobi's Kibera Slum"—I collaborated with the Kenya Water Institute to implement field sampling protocols across 15 communities. This experience taught me to navigate complex socio-environmental contexts while maintaining scientific rigor, skills I am eager to apply under your mentorship in Kampala’s unique urban ecosystem.
What specifically compels me toward this opportunity is the unparalleled convergence of academic excellence and real-world impact at Makerere University. Kampala serves as a dynamic laboratory for studying climate adaptation strategies in a city projected to grow by 3.2% annually (World Bank, 2024), yet facing severe water security challenges where 65% of residents lack reliable access to clean water (UNICEF Uganda). Your leadership in the Sustainable Urban Water Initiative directly addresses this crisis, and I am particularly inspired by your collaboration with Kampala Capital City Authority on the Nakivubo Wetland Restoration Project. Having visited Kampala during my fieldwork in Kenya, I witnessed firsthand how community-led interventions—like those you champion—transform marginal spaces into resilient assets. This aligns perfectly with my belief that effective environmental solutions must emerge from local knowledge systems rather than external prescriptions.
My technical toolkit includes advanced skills in hydrological modeling (SWMM, HEC-RAS), spatial analysis via ArcGIS Pro, and qualitative research methods. During a six-month internship with the African Wildlife Foundation’s water security team in Mbarara, I co-designed a participatory mapping exercise for 200 rural households—resulting in data that informed a World Bank-funded irrigation project. I also possess fluency in Luganda (basic conversational) and Swahili, which I believe will facilitate deeper community engagement during fieldwork across Kampala’s diverse neighborhoods. Crucially, my experience conducting focus groups with women’s cooperatives in Nakivubo River Basin settlements has equipped me to navigate cultural nuances while collecting actionable data—an asset for projects like your upcoming study on informal waste-water reuse practices.
I understand that the landscape of academic research in Uganda Kampala demands both intellectual flexibility and cultural sensitivity. Having spent two weeks researching at Makerere’s Institute of Social Research in 2023, I observed how your team integrates traditional ecological knowledge with modern science—such as collaborating with Buganda elders on indigenous water conservation practices. This holistic approach mirrors my own methodology, where I previously documented oral histories about rainfall patterns from Oromo elders in Ethiopia alongside satellite data analysis. In Kampala, I am prepared to contribute not only as a skilled researcher but as a culturally attuned collaborator who respects the city’s rich tapestry of communities—from Kibuye slum residents to academic staff at Makerere.
My motivation extends beyond academic growth; it stems from witnessing my own family’s vulnerability to water scarcity in rural Uganda. When I was 12, our village near Jinja experienced a three-month drought that forced my mother to walk 8 kilometers daily for contaminated water. This shaped my resolve to pursue solutions where they’re most needed—specifically in East Africa’s urban corridors where infrastructure gaps disproportionately impact women and children. Professor [Last Name], your mentorship would allow me to channel this personal commitment into evidence-based policy recommendations that could influence Kampala’s Water and Sanitation Master Plan 2030, which you’ve helped shape through the Urban Climate Resilience Project.
I am fully aware of the challenges facing researchers in Uganda Kampala—logistical constraints, seasonal weather disruptions, and resource limitations. However, I have proactively prepared for these realities: I possess a valid Ugandan research permit (valid until 2026), maintain a comprehensive fieldwork kit including water testing equipment and GPS units, and have secured housing near Makerere’s campus through the university’s international student program. Most importantly, I am committed to learning from every challenge as you’ve done in your decades of transformative work in this region.
As a recipient of the African Climate Leadership Scholarship (2023), I have already contributed to regional knowledge-sharing through presentations at the East African Environmental Science Conference in Kigali. I am eager to expand this network under your guidance, potentially co-authoring manuscripts on Kampala’s informal water economies that could inform UN-Habitat’s urban sustainability frameworks. Your recent invitation to speak at the Kampala Urban Futures Forum further underscores how your work bridges academia and actionable policy—exactly where I aspire to contribute.
Thank you for considering my Internship Application Letter. I have attached my CV, academic transcripts, and a letter of recommendation from Dr. Nkundabakura detailing my fieldwork capabilities in East African contexts. I would be honored to discuss how my skills in hydrological modeling and community engagement could support your team’s objectives during a brief call or meeting at your convenience. I am available immediately for the summer 2024 internship period and can adjust to Kampala’s schedule as required.
With deep respect for your scholarship and dedication to Uganda Kampala’s future,
[Your Full Name]
Undergraduate Student, Environmental Science
University of Nairobi, Kenya
Email: yourname@un.org | Phone: +254 XXX XXXX
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