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Dear Professor Nguyen Thi Minh,
I am writing this Internship Application Letter to express my profound interest in securing a research internship position under your esteemed guidance at the University of Economics Ho Chi Minh City (UEH) in Vietnam Ho Chi Minh City. As a final-year undergraduate student majoring in Environmental Economics at Hanoi University of Science and Technology, I have meticulously followed your groundbreaking work on sustainable urban development frameworks for Southeast Asian metropolises—particularly your recent publication "Green Infrastructure Integration in Rapidly Urbanizing Cities: Lessons from Vietnam Ho Chi Minh City" (2023). This research directly aligns with my academic trajectory and my aspiration to contribute to Vietnam's ecological transition within one of its most dynamic economic hubs.
My fascination with Vietnam Ho Chi Minh City’s urban evolution began during a field study in 2022, where I analyzed flood resilience strategies in District 7. Witnessing how local communities navigated infrastructure gaps while preserving cultural heritage ignited my commitment to evidence-based urban policy. Your research on decentralized water management systems—especially the case study of the Saigon River basin—provided the conceptual framework for my undergraduate thesis titled "Economic Implications of Climate-Adaptive Infrastructure in Low-Income Urban Neighborhoods." This project earned departmental distinction and demonstrated my capacity to bridge theoretical models with field data collection, skills I am eager to refine under your mentorship.
What distinguishes your work—and makes this Internship Application Letter particularly purposeful—is your interdisciplinary approach. While many academics focus solely on environmental or economic metrics, you integrate socio-cultural dimensions into policy design—a perspective I deeply admire. For instance, your collaboration with the Ho Chi Minh City Department of Urban Planning on community-led green space initiatives mirrors my own volunteer work with Habitat for Humanity Vietnam during the 2021 floods. In that role, I co-designed a needs-assessment toolkit for informal settlement residents, which emphasized cultural context alongside structural safety—a methodology directly inspired by your framework.
My technical competencies align precisely with the requirements of your ongoing projects. I possess advanced proficiency in GIS (ArcGIS Pro), statistical analysis (R Studio, STATA), and qualitative research methods honed through my role as a research assistant at Hanoi University’s Center for Sustainable Development. Recently, I developed a spatial model predicting flood vulnerability patterns across Ho Chi Minh City’s districts—using satellite data from NASA and local precipitation records—which resulted in an accepted conference paper at the 2023 ASEAN Urban Sustainability Symposium. I am confident these skills will allow me to immediately contribute to your team’s work on optimizing public transport networks for carbon neutrality in Vietnam Ho Chi Minh City.
Moreover, my commitment extends beyond academic rigor. Having grown up in the Mekong Delta, I understand firsthand the intersection of economic opportunity and environmental vulnerability that defines Vietnam’s urban-rural continuum. My semester abroad at Ho Chi Minh City’s International University (2021) immersed me in the city's entrepreneurial ecosystem—I volunteered with a local NGO supporting circular economy startups, observing how policy gaps hinder sustainable innovation. This experience solidified my resolve to work within Vietnam Ho Chi Minh City itself, where the government’s "Green Growth Strategy 2030" creates unprecedented opportunities for applied research.
I recognize that your laboratory at UEH receives hundreds of applications annually. What sets me apart is my strategic alignment with your specific research priorities and my proven ability to navigate Vietnam’s complex academic-urban landscape. Unlike applicants who seek generic exposure, I have already identified three concrete areas where I can support your work: (1) expanding the Saigon River basin case study to include economic data from District 5; (2) developing a stakeholder engagement protocol for your upcoming urban planning workshop with local authorities; and (3) analyzing tourism’s carbon footprint using UEH’s existing datasets. I have attached my CV, thesis abstract, and recommendation letter from Professor Tran Van Long (Head of Urban Studies at Hanoi University) for your review.
My aspiration extends beyond completing an internship. I envision a future where Vietnamese academia drives global sustainability discourse, and I am determined to become a practitioner who merges scholarly excellence with on-ground impact in Vietnam Ho Chi Minh City. Under your mentorship, I will contribute not only as a skilled researcher but as someone deeply invested in this city’s ecological legacy—transforming academic insights into policies that uplift communities while preserving the natural systems that define our shared urban home.
Thank you for considering my Internship Application Letter. I am eager to discuss how my analytical rigor, field experience, and cultural fluency can support your research in Vietnam Ho Chi Minh City. I have attached all required documents and welcome the opportunity to meet at your convenience—whether in person at UEH’s campus or via virtual meeting during the coming week.
Sincerely,
Le Thi Mai
Undergraduate Student, Environmental Economics
Hanoi University of Science and Technology
Email: le.mai@hust.edu.vn | Phone: +84 909 123 456
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/lethimai-econ
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