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INTERNSHIP APPLICATION LETTER
Special Education Teacher Internship Opportunity
Submitted to the Principal, Wellington Special Education Centre
Wellington, New Zealand
Date: October 26, 2023
To the Hiring Committee,
Wellington Special Education Centre
Te Papa Path, Thorndon
Wellington City
Subject: Application for Special Education Teacher Internship Position
Dear Hiring Committee,
I am writing to express my profound enthusiasm for the Special Education Teacher Internship position at the Wellington Special Education Centre, as advertised on the New Zealand Ministry of Education's Careers Portal. As a final-year Bachelor of Teaching (Special Education) student at Victoria University of Wellington, I have cultivated a deep commitment to inclusive education practices that align precisely with your centre’s mission to empower every learner in our diverse Wellington community. This Internship Application Letter represents not merely an opportunity, but the culmination of my academic journey and passion for transforming special education in New Zealand.
My academic foundation has been rigorously shaped by the Te Kotahitanga framework and Te Whāriki curriculum, which emphasize culturally responsive teaching within Aotearoa's unique educational landscape. During my field placements at Wellington’s Hutt Valley Special Education School and the Wairarapa Centre for Inclusive Learning, I developed practical expertise in creating Individual Education Plans (IEPs) for students with complex needs—including autism spectrum disorder, physical disabilities, and significant learning differences. For instance, I co-designed a sensory-motor intervention program for four primary-aged students using the Kaupapa Māori approach of 'Whakamana' (empowerment), which resulted in a 40% increase in student engagement during classroom activities. This experience reinforced my understanding that effective special education in New Zealand must intertwine cultural responsiveness with evidence-based practice—a principle I observed firsthand through Wellington’s Ministry-funded "Inclusive Schools Project."
What distinguishes my approach is my deep immersion in Wellington's educational ecosystem. Having completed my practicum at the Christchurch Street Primary School (a specialist inclusive school serving low-decile communities), I navigated the challenges and triumphs of delivering quality special education services within Aotearoa’s resource-constrained context. I collaborated with local kaitiaki (guardians) from Ngāti Raukawa to develop family engagement strategies, recognizing that Māori whānau require culturally safe partnerships to support their tamariki’s success. This mirrors the Wellington Special Education Centre's commitment to Te Tiriti o Waitangi principles, as evidenced in your 2022 Annual Report where you highlighted 'Whakawhanaungatanga (relationship-building) with iwi' as a strategic priority.
My technical competencies align seamlessly with the requirements for this Internship Application. I am proficient in using the New Zealand Curriculum’s Learning Progressions, the TEA-2 assessment tool, and assistive technologies like Proloquo2Go for communication support. During my internship at Wellington City Council's Early Intervention Services, I managed caseloads of 15+ students while implementing the 'Positive Behaviour Support' framework—reducing disruptive incidents by 35% in a secondary school setting. I also completed the Ministry-approved "Te Kōhanga Reo" training to support Māori language acquisition for students with developmental delays, ensuring my practice remains grounded in New Zealand's bicultural foundation.
Wellington’s unique position as New Zealand's cultural and political hub makes it the ideal environment to develop as a special education professional. I have actively engaged with Wellington’s Special Education Advisory Group (SEAG) through community workshops, including the 2023 "Beyond Labels" conference at Te Papa Tongarewa, where I presented research on neurodiversity in urban schools. This exposure deepened my understanding of systemic challenges—such as the 18-month waiting list for specialist assessments in Wellington—which fuels my dedication to advocating for equitable access to education. I am particularly drawn to your centre’s partnership with the University of Otago's Special Education Research Unit, which aligns with my interest in contributing to evidence-based practice through research-informed teaching.
What truly ignites my passion is witnessing transformative moments when students overcome barriers. Last term, I supported a non-verbal student (with cerebral palsy) at Wellington High School to use eye-gaze technology for academic participation—a breakthrough celebrated by his kaumātua (elder) as 'a wahine kake' (a woman's victory). This experience crystallized my belief that special education in New Zealand must be about unlocking potential, not just managing disability. I am committed to carrying this philosophy into the Wellington Special Education Centre’s dynamic environment, where every child deserves an education tailored to their unique strengths.
My resume provides further detail on my qualifications, including my recent completion of the NZQF Level 6 "Inclusive Learning for Diverse Students" course and a 100-hour practicum at the Wellington Special School. I am prepared to relocate immediately and have secured temporary accommodation near Te Wharekura o Rārangi in Tawa, ensuring seamless integration into Wellington’s educational community.
As an emerging educator deeply invested in New Zealand’s special education future, I am eager to contribute my energy, cultural awareness, and academic rigor to your team. The opportunity to learn from Wellington's leading practitioners would be a transformative step toward becoming a teacher who embodies the Ministry of Education's vision: 'Every child matters.' I have attached my CV for your review and welcome the chance to discuss how my skills in culturally responsive intervention, IEP development, and student-centered advocacy can support your centre’s vital work.
Thank you for considering this Internship Application Letter. I am excited about the prospect of contributing to Wellington's commitment to inclusive education excellence and look forward to discussing my application in person at your earliest convenience.
Respectfully submitted,




Eleanor Tūtāwhiti
Bachelor of Teaching (Special Education) Candidate
Victoria University of Wellington, Wellington
eleanor.tutawhiti@vuw.ac.nz | +64 21 0587 9231
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