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Internship Application Letter
For Special Education Teacher Position in Philippines Manila
June 12, 2024
Mr. Juan Dela Cruz
Director of Special Education Programs
Laguna School for Inclusive Learning
678 Quezon Avenue, Quezon City 1103, Philippines
Subject: Internship Application for Special Education Teacher Position
Dear Mr. Dela Cruz,
I am writing to express my profound enthusiasm for the Special Education Teacher Internship opportunity at Laguna School for Inclusive Learning in the vibrant city of Manila, Philippines. As a final-year Bachelor of Secondary Education (Special Education) student at De La Salle University-Manila, I have dedicated myself to understanding and addressing the unique educational needs of children with disabilities within the Philippine context. This Internship Application Letter serves as my formal submission for this invaluable opportunity to contribute to your institution's mission while gaining practical experience in one of Asia's most dynamic educational landscapes.
The Philippine Department of Education's commitment to inclusive education has profoundly shaped my academic journey. Through rigorous coursework in the University of the Philippines' Special Education Program, I have studied the K-12 curriculum adaptations required for learners with diverse needs, including autism spectrum disorder, intellectual disabilities, and learning differences prevalent in communities across Manila. My research on "Bridging Gaps: Community-Based Support Systems for Filipino Children with Disabilities" examined how culturally responsive teaching methods can overcome socioeconomic barriers that often prevent children in Metro Manila from accessing quality special education services. This research solidified my conviction that effective Special Education Teacher training must integrate local cultural practices while adhering to national frameworks like the Philippine Inclusive Education Policy.
My academic preparation includes a 120-hour field study at the National Center for Autism in Mandaluyong, where I collaborated with occupational therapists and speech-language pathologists to develop individualized education plans (IEPs) for 25 children aged 6-12. I implemented sensory integration techniques adapted from Filipino traditional play activities—such as using *banga* (earthen pots) for rhythmic exercises during motor skill development—and created bilingual flashcards incorporating Tagalog and English to support non-verbal students. One particularly rewarding experience involved designing a community-based literacy program for children with Down syndrome in Caloocan, which increased early reading engagement by 65% through culturally familiar stories like *The Legend of the Tamaraw*.
What compels me to seek this internship in Philippines Manila specifically is my deep understanding of the city's unique educational challenges. As a native Manila resident with family in Sampaloc, I have witnessed firsthand how urbanization creates accessibility barriers for learners with disabilities—from inaccessible public transportation to overcrowded classrooms lacking adaptive tools. In my community service at the Manila City Government's "Barangay Learning Centers," I observed how Filipino families often delay seeking special education services due to stigma and financial constraints. This experience informed my capstone project: a low-cost classroom adaptation guide for under-resourced schools in Metro Manila, featuring modifications using locally available materials like bamboo furniture and recycled paper. I am eager to bring this grassroots perspective to Laguna School for Inclusive Learning's innovative programs.
My teaching philosophy aligns precisely with your institution's values. Having volunteered at the Philippine National Society for the Deaf (PNSD) in Quezon City, I learned that true inclusion requires moving beyond physical accommodations to address emotional and social barriers. At PNSD, I co-created a sign language storytelling initiative using Filipino folktales, which fostered confidence among deaf students who previously withdrew from classroom interactions. This approach reflects the *Bayanihan* spirit—collective community effort—that defines Philippine education. I am committed to applying this philosophy by adapting teaching methods that honor Filipino cultural identity while meeting international best practices in special education.
I possess practical skills essential for success in Manila's urban educational environment: proficiency in ASL (American Sign Language) and basic Filipino Sign Language (FSL), experience using assistive technology like Proloquo2Go on tablets, and training in positive behavior support strategies. I have also completed the Department of Education's "Inclusive Classroom Management" certification course, which emphasized context-specific solutions for Philippine classrooms—such as implementing multi-tiered systems of support during typhoon seasons when school disruptions occur frequently. My fluency in Tagalog (both formal and colloquial) ensures I can communicate effectively with students from diverse socioeconomic backgrounds across Manila's neighborhoods, from affluent Makati to marginalized areas like Tondo.
What excites me most about this internship opportunity is the chance to learn directly from Laguna School's renowned special education team. Your recent partnership with the University of Santo Tomas' Center for Inclusive Education—specifically their work on developing low-tech communication boards for non-verbal students in public schools—resonates deeply with my academic interests. I am particularly eager to contribute to your ongoing project supporting children with autism from informal settlements, as I have developed community engagement protocols during my field studies that respect *kapwa* (shared identity) cultural values while ensuring family participation.
As someone who has navigated Manila's complex educational terrain through both personal and academic lenses, I understand that effective special education in the Philippines requires patience, cultural humility, and unwavering advocacy. My goal is not merely to fulfill an internship requirement but to become a lifelong advocate for inclusive education within the Philippines Manila community. I am prepared to commit 12 hours weekly during school hours and 8 hours on Saturdays for classroom observations, lesson planning support, and parent engagement activities.
I have attached my resume detailing additional certifications, reference letters from Dr. Maria Santos (Professor of Special Education at De La Salle) and Ms. Elena Torres (Senior Coordinator at PNSD), and a letter of endorsement from the Office of the Student Affairs at my university. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my background in culturally responsive special education can support Laguna School's vision during an interview at your convenience.
Thank you for considering this Internship Application Letter. I am deeply honored by your school's leadership in advancing inclusive education across Metro Manila and would be privileged to contribute to your impactful work. I look forward to the possibility of discussing how my skills align with your team's needs.
Sincerely,




Amor L. Santos
Bachelor of Secondary Education (Special Education)
De La Salle University-Manila
Contact: amor.santos@dslu.edu.ph | +63917 555 1234
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