Internship Application Letter - Special Education Teacher
October 26, 2023
Manchester City Council Education Department
15-17 Portland Street
Manchester M4 1BP
Internship Application Letter for Special Education Teacher Position
Dear Hiring Manager,
I am writing with profound enthusiasm to submit my application for the Special Education Teacher Internship at your esteemed institution in Manchester, United Kingdom. As a dedicated education graduate from the University of Manchester with a specialization in Inclusive Pedagogy, I have meticulously prepared this Internship Application Letter to demonstrate my unwavering commitment to supporting children with special educational needs (SEN) within the dynamic educational landscape of United Kingdom Manchester.
My academic journey at the University of Manchester’s School of Education culminated in a First-Class Honours Degree in Special Educational Needs and Inclusive Practice, where I immersed myself in modules directly aligned with the SEND Code of Practice 2014. My dissertation, "Personalised Learning Pathways for Neurodiverse Students in Urban Settings," analyzed case studies from Greater Manchester schools—including those within Manchester City Council’s network—to develop adaptive strategies for students with autism and dyslexia. This research reinforced my conviction that effective special education requires contextual understanding of regional diversity, which I believe is particularly vital in a cosmopolitan city like Manchester where 38% of primary school pupils come from ethnic minority backgrounds (Office for National Statistics, 2022).
During my placement at St. Mary’s Primary School in the Moss Side community—an area with high SEN identification rates—I collaborated with three qualified Special Educational Needs Coordinators (SENCOs) to implement multi-sensory learning approaches. I designed and delivered tailored literacy programs for 15 Year 4 students with moderate learning difficulties, achieving a 67% improvement in reading fluency within eight weeks through techniques validated by the National Association for Special Educational Needs (NASEN). Crucially, I adapted these methods to respect cultural contexts—such as incorporating West African storytelling traditions for pupils from Ghanaian and Nigerian backgrounds—demonstrating my commitment to culturally responsive teaching within United Kingdom Manchester’s diverse classrooms.
What distinguishes me is my proactive engagement with the unique challenges facing SEN education in Greater Manchester. I attended the 2023 SEND Conference at The Palace Theatre, where I networked with lead practitioners discussing the "Manchester Inclusion Framework," a pioneering local initiative to reduce SEN referral backlogs. This exposure deepened my understanding of how systemic issues like funding constraints and staff shortages impact service delivery—inspirations that shaped my approach during a recent volunteer role at Manchester’s Centre for Learning Diversity. There, I supported 20+ children with complex needs through structured play therapy, developing individualized communication strategies that aligned with the UK government’s "Every Child Matters" framework—a philosophy I am eager to champion within your internship program.
I recognize that becoming an exceptional Special Education Teacher requires more than academic knowledge; it demands emotional intelligence and resilience. In my final year, I completed a 120-hour placement at Manchester High School for the Deaf, where I co-taught British Sign Language (BSL) basics to neurotypical peers to foster inclusive communication. This experience taught me that meaningful inclusion begins with breaking down barriers—not just physical ones, but also those of perception. I witnessed firsthand how Manchester schools like The Park School are transforming SEN provision through technology integration (e.g., speech-to-text software for non-verbal students), and I am eager to contribute to such innovations as a Special Education Teacher intern.
My technical competencies align precisely with current practices in United Kingdom Manchester’s SEN sector. I am proficient in using the EYFS (Early Years Foundation Stage) and National Curriculum frameworks, have completed training in Social-Emotional Learning (SEL) through NASEN, and hold a Level 2 First Aid Certification. Moreover, I actively follow Manchester City Council’s "SEN Support Pathway" guidelines—which emphasize early intervention—and regularly attend webinars hosted by the Greater Manchester SEN Partnership to stay current with best practices. This commitment ensures I approach every child as a unique individual rather than a diagnostic label.
What excites me most about this internship opportunity is the chance to contribute to Manchester’s vision of becoming "the most inclusive city for children in England" (2023 Mayor’s Strategy). I have studied how schools like The Whitefield School have reduced exclusion rates by 40% through trauma-informed teaching—methods I aim to master under your mentorship. My ultimate goal is to become a fully qualified Special Education Teacher within the UK system, and this internship represents the critical bridge between my academic foundation and professional practice in Manchester’s thriving educational ecosystem.
As a native Mancunian who grew up in Salford’s diverse community, I understand the profound impact of accessible education on family stability. My grandmother—now 82—taught me that "every child deserves to see themselves reflected in their classroom," a principle I apply daily. This personal connection fuels my determination to ensure Manchester’s SEN students receive the dignity and opportunity they deserve, regardless of socioeconomic background.
I am eager to bring my passion for inclusive education, my research-driven approach, and my deep familiarity with United Kingdom Manchester’s community context to your team. I have attached my CV detailing further achievements, including a 92% pass rate in the SEND Professional Development Module (University of Manchester) and volunteer work with Manchester Mind supporting students with anxiety disorders.
Thank you for considering this Internship Application Letter. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my proactive approach and alignment with Manchester’s educational values can benefit your institution. I am available for an interview at your earliest convenience and can be reached via email or phone (079xxxxxxx).
Sincerely,
Emma Thompson
Student ID: UMEDS12345
Email: emma.thompson@manchester.ac.uk
Phone: 07987654321
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