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Special Education Teacher Internship Opportunity in Chicago, United States
Ms. Eleanor Thompson
Director of Special Education
Chicago Public Schools District Office
425 North Michigan Avenue
Chicago, IL 60611
Date: October 26, 2023
Dear Ms. Thompson,
I am writing to express my profound enthusiasm for the Special Education Teacher Internship position at Chicago Public Schools, as advertised on the United States Chicago Department of Education career portal. As a dedicated future educator with a Bachelor of Science in Inclusive Education from the University of Illinois at Chicago and extensive fieldwork across diverse classrooms in our vibrant city, I am eager to contribute to your mission of providing equitable, high-quality education for all students—particularly those with exceptional needs. This Internship Application Letter serves as my formal submission for this opportunity, reflecting my deep commitment to transformative special education practice within the dynamic educational landscape of United States Chicago.
My academic journey has been intentionally designed to prepare me for the nuanced challenges and rewards of special education. At UIC, I completed advanced coursework including "Behavioral Interventions for Diverse Learners," "Curriculum Adaptation for Students with Disabilities," and "Collaborative Team Approaches in Inclusive Settings." I earned a 3.8 GPA while maintaining active membership in the Special Education Advocates Club, where we organized community events at the Chicago Children's Museum to promote disability awareness. This academic foundation has been powerfully complemented by my field experiences across three Chicago schools: Lincoln Park High (co-teaching for students with autism spectrum disorders), Englewood Community School (supporting students with significant cognitive disabilities), and the Pilsen Neighborhood Education Center (developing individualized instruction for English language learners with learning differences). These placements immersed me in the realities of implementing IEPs, utilizing assistive technology like Proloquo2Go, and fostering trauma-informed classrooms—directly aligning with CPS's focus on student-centered, culturally responsive pedagogy.
What distinguishes my approach to special education is my unwavering belief that every student possesses unique potential when provided with appropriate supports within an inclusive environment. During my internship at Englewood Community School, I designed a sensory-friendly classroom layout that reduced meltdowns by 40% for three students with severe emotional disabilities. I collaborated with occupational therapists to implement adaptive strategies during math instruction, enabling one nonverbal student to independently complete multiplication worksheets using a communication device. Most significantly, I facilitated weekly parent workshops on home-based behavior supports—connecting families in the Englewood community with CPS's Family Support Network resources. This work reinforced my understanding that effective special education extends beyond the classroom walls into community partnerships—a principle deeply valued by Chicago's educational institutions.
My commitment to equity is particularly resonant with Chicago's educational context. Having grown up in a low-income neighborhood on the South Side, I witnessed firsthand how systemic barriers disproportionately impact students of color with disabilities. In my academic research project focused on literacy gaps among Black students with dyslexia in Chicago schools, I analyzed district data and co-created a culturally responsive reading intervention framework adopted by two CPS elementary schools. This experience solidified my resolve to become an advocate who not only delivers quality instruction but also challenges inequitable practices. As you know, the United States Chicago community has been at the forefront of educational justice movements—from the historic protests for equitable funding to current initiatives like the CPS Disability Inclusion Plan 2030. I am eager to contribute meaningfully to this evolving conversation as a Special Education Teacher Intern.
Chicago's unique educational ecosystem offers unparalleled learning opportunities that perfectly align with my professional development goals. The city's rich tapestry of schools—including urban, suburban, and community-based settings—provides an ideal laboratory for mastering inclusive teaching strategies across varied demographics. I am especially drawn to CPS's partnership with the Center for Childhood Resilience at Children's Hospital of Chicago, which offers evidence-based training in trauma-responsive practices. I have followed your district's innovative use of universal design for learning (UDL) frameworks and am keen to deepen my skills in this area during my internship. Furthermore, being embedded within the United States Chicago community allows me to build authentic relationships with students, families, and colleagues—ensuring my growth as an educator is rooted in local context rather than theoretical abstraction.
My professional philosophy centers on the belief that special education should be celebrated as a catalyst for broader educational innovation. In my previous role as a teaching assistant at the University of Chicago's Center for Education Innovation, I co-developed a project-based learning module incorporating students with visual impairments using tactile graphics and audio descriptions—methods now being piloted district-wide. This experience taught me that effective special education practices elevate all learners, not just those with disabilities. As an intern, I am prepared to actively engage in professional development opportunities such as the Chicago Teacher Residency Program's special education cohort and collaborate with mentor teachers at my assigned school site. I am confident that my proactive approach—evidenced by my 100% completion rate of all fieldwork requirements with outstanding student evaluations—will allow me to make immediate contributions to your team.
I have attached my resume, which includes detailed references from Dr. Maria Chen (UIC Special Education Department Chair) and Mr. David Rivera (Lead Special Educator at Englewood Community School). I would welcome the opportunity to discuss how my skills in IEP development, positive behavior support systems, and culturally sustaining pedagogy can benefit your students during an interview at your convenience. Thank you for considering my Internship Application Letter for this pivotal role in shaping Chicago's educational future.
Sincerely,
Alex Morgan
Email: alex.morgan@email.com
Phone: (773) 555-0198
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/alexmorgan-inclusiveed
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