Internship Application Letter - Speech Therapist Position
Date: October 26, 2023
Dear Hiring Committee,
Ethiopian Center for Speech and Language Development
PO Box 12345
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia
Internship Application Letter for Speech Therapist Position
Dear Esteemed Members of the Hiring Committee,
It is with profound enthusiasm and deep respect for Ethiopia's rich cultural heritage that I submit my application for the Speech Therapist Internship at your esteemed institution in Addis Ababa. As a dedicated student nearing completion of my Master of Science in Communication Sciences and Disorders at Addis Ababa University, I have long admired your organization's pioneering work in addressing speech and language disorders across Ethiopia's diverse communities. This Internship Application Letter serves as my formal expression of commitment to contribute to this vital mission while developing under the guidance of experienced professionals in Ethiopia Addis Ababa.
My academic journey has been meticulously aligned with preparing me for clinical work in Ethiopia's unique healthcare landscape. During my undergraduate studies at Bahir Dar University, I completed a research project on "Cultural Adaptation of Speech Therapy Techniques for Amharic-Speaking Children," which revealed critical gaps in culturally responsive interventions. This sparked my determination to specialize as a Speech Therapist committed to bridging these gaps within Ethiopia's context. My recent clinical practicum at the Ethiopian Hearing and Speech Center provided direct exposure to common challenges: 80% of clients presented with speech disorders linked to untreated ear infections, while linguistic diversity (over 80 languages spoken in Addis Ababa) demanded tailored approaches beyond standard Western protocols. I documented how incorporating Amharic folktales into therapy sessions increased engagement by 65% among school-aged children – a strategy I am eager to refine during this internship.
What particularly motivates my application for this opportunity in Ethiopia Addis Ababa is the urgent need for culturally competent speech therapy services. According to WHO data, Ethiopia faces a severe shortage of specialized therapists – approximately one clinician per 100,000 people compared to the global average of 25 per 100,000. In Addis Ababa alone, schools report over 35% of children with unaddressed speech delays due to resource constraints. My fieldwork in rural Amhara Region revealed how cultural perceptions often delay treatment: families frequently attribute stuttering to spiritual causes rather than neurological factors. Through community health worker collaborations, I co-developed a culturally sensitive awareness campaign that increased early intervention referrals by 40%. I am confident this experience positions me to immediately contribute to your outreach programs in the capital city while learning from your team's innovative approaches.
My professional development has emphasized three pillars essential for success as a Speech Therapist in Ethiopia. First, I have achieved fluency in Amharic (C1 level) and basic proficiency in Oromiffa – critical for effective client communication across Addis Ababa's linguistic spectrum. Second, I've mastered the Adapted Denver Developmental Screening Tool for low-resource settings, which I used during a 3-month volunteer stint at St. Paul's Hospital Millennium Medical College. Third, I possess practical experience with teletherapy platforms like Zoom and WhatsApp to overcome geographical barriers – a skill increasingly vital as your organization expands services beyond urban centers. During my internship at the Addis Ababa Children's Hospital, I managed virtual sessions for children in remote areas of Oromia Region during the pandemic, demonstrating adaptability in Ethiopia's evolving healthcare environment.
I recognize that effective speech therapy in Ethiopia Addis Ababa requires more than clinical skill – it demands profound cultural humility. I have actively engaged with Ethiopian traditions through participation in the "Mekdela" (traditional storytelling) initiative at the National Museum of Ethiopia, learning how narratives shape communication styles. This informed my approach when working with a deaf student who initially resisted sign language due to family beliefs about disability. By incorporating traditional Ethiopian drumming rhythms into therapy to build auditory awareness, we achieved remarkable progress within six weeks. I believe this holistic perspective aligns perfectly with your center's philosophy of "therapy as cultural exchange," and I am eager to deepen this practice under your mentorship.
As a prospective Speech Therapist, I am particularly drawn to your community-based model that trains parents as therapeutic allies – a strategy urgently needed in Addis Ababa where professional services remain inaccessible for many. My proposed internship goals directly support this vision: (1) Develop an Amharic-language parent education toolkit on early speech milestones; (2) Collaborate with Addis Ababa City Administration to integrate screening into primary school health programs; (3) Document case studies demonstrating how culturally adapted therapy improves outcomes for children with autism spectrum disorder in Ethiopian contexts. I have already begun drafting the first toolkit section focusing on "Amharic Expressive Language Development Milestones" based on my fieldwork.
My commitment to serving Ethiopia's speech therapy needs extends beyond this internship. I have secured funding through the Ethiopian Ministry of Health's Young Professionals Initiative, which will cover my living expenses during the 6-month program. This financial independence allows me to focus entirely on clinical development without burdening your resources. Furthermore, I am prepared to immediately contribute to your existing projects: I've attached a letter from Dr. Alemayehu Gebremedhin (Director of Speech Therapy at Tikur Anbessa Specialized Hospital) endorsing my readiness for advanced clinical work in Addis Ababa's complex healthcare ecosystem.
Having witnessed firsthand how speech therapy transforms lives – from a child gaining confidence to speak at school to an adult securing employment after articulation intervention – I am driven by the profound impact this work creates within Ethiopia's communities. The opportunity to learn from your center's innovative approaches while contributing my energy and cultural sensitivity would be a privilege. I am particularly inspired by your recent initiative screening 500 children in Addis Ababa's informal settlements, demonstrating the urgency and scale of need that calls for dedicated professionals like myself.
Sincerely,
Mulugeta Bekele
Master of Science in Communication Sciences & Disorders
Addis Ababa University, College of Health Sciences
Email: mulugeta.bekele@aauniversity.edu.et
Phone: +251 911 234 567
Enclosures:
· • Academic Transcripts (Addis Ababa University)
· • Letter of Recommendation from St. Paul's Hospital
· • Research Summary: "Cultural Adaptation of Speech Therapy"
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