Internship Application Letter - Speech Therapist
Internship Application Letter
For the Position of Speech Therapist Internship at a Leading Healthcare Facility in Nigeria Lagos
Dear Hiring Committee,
I am writing with profound enthusiasm to submit my application for the Speech Therapist Internship position at your esteemed healthcare facility in Nigeria Lagos. As a dedicated final-year undergraduate student pursuing a Bachelor of Science in Communication Sciences and Disorders at the University of Lagos, I have meticulously prepared myself to contribute meaningfully to the speech therapy landscape in Nigeria's most dynamic metropolis. This Internship Application Letter serves as my formal expression of commitment to advancing accessible communication healthcare for Lagos communities through evidence-based practice.
My academic journey has been deliberately structured around the specific needs of Nigerian populations. In my coursework, I've studied the linguistic diversity of Nigeria – from Yoruba and Hausa tonal patterns to English-accented speech disorders – ensuring cultural competence in assessment techniques. I completed a research project analyzing stuttering prevalence among secondary school students in Lagos public schools, where I discovered that 12.7% of sampled children exhibited communication disorders requiring intervention, yet only 3% had access to specialized therapy. This experience solidified my resolve to address the critical gap between need and service delivery in our urban centers.
What truly distinguishes my candidacy is my hands-on preparation for the Nigerian healthcare context. During a six-month clinical exposure at Lagos State University Teaching Hospital's Pediatric Department, I assisted senior speech therapists in evaluating children with cerebral palsy and autism spectrum disorder using culturally adapted tools like the "Lagos Early Language Development Checklist" (LELDC). I learned to navigate common barriers: interpreting non-verbal cues across Yoruba, Igbo, and Hausa families; adapting therapy materials for low-literacy environments; and collaborating with community health workers on home-based intervention plans. One memorable case involved a 7-year-old boy from Surulere who initially refused therapy due to cultural beliefs about speech difficulties being "spiritual," but through family-centered sessions incorporating traditional storytelling methods, we achieved significant progress in his expressive language within three months.
I am particularly drawn to your facility's pioneering work in community-based speech therapy, as highlighted in your 2023 annual report on the Lagos Inner-City Outreach Program. Your model of embedding therapists within primary health centers aligns perfectly with my vision for sustainable care – especially given that Nigeria has only 1.4 speech therapists per million people (WHO, 2023), with Lagos bearing disproportionate need due to its population density of over 15 million residents. I recognize that effective Speech Therapist practice in Nigeria Lagos requires not just clinical skill but deep community integration. My volunteer experience with the "Talk for All" initiative at a Makoko floating school taught me to design therapy sessions using locally available materials like recycled fabric for oral motor exercises, ensuring interventions remain culturally resonant and economically viable.
My technical competencies are equally aligned with your requirements. I am proficient in administering standardized assessments including the Goldman-Fristoe Test of Articulation (GFTA-3) and the Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test (PPVT-5), while maintaining strict adherence to Nigerian speech pathology guidelines from the National Association of Speech and Hearing Therapists (NASHTh). I've mastered electronic health record systems used across Lagos hospitals, including Medisys Healthcare Platform, and am certified in Pediatric Advanced Life Support (PALS) – crucial for managing complex medical cases often encountered in our urban clinics. More importantly, I possess the adaptive mindset necessary for Lagos' fast-paced environment: navigating traffic disruptions to reach community centers on time; communicating effectively with diverse healthcare teams amid resource constraints; and maintaining patience during extended therapy sessions where families may travel hours for care.
What sets me apart is my proactive approach to addressing systemic challenges. I've developed a mobile app prototype ("Lagos Speech Buddy") that provides parents with video tutorials for home exercises using basic smartphones – a solution directly responding to Lagos's high mobile penetration rate (85% of households) but low specialist access. This project won the University of Lagos Innovation Challenge and has been piloted in three Ikeja community health centers, demonstrating 40% faster progress rates for children in the study group. I am eager to further develop such solutions under your mentorship while learning from your team's decades of experience serving Lagos communities.
My commitment to Nigeria Lagos extends beyond professional duty. Having grown up in Oshodi, I witnessed how communication disorders disproportionately affect children from informal settlements due to limited early intervention. My mother, a primary school teacher in Mushin, often shared stories about students struggling silently with speech delays that could have been addressed with basic therapy. This personal connection fuels my passion for equitable care – I aim not just to treat disorders but to empower families as active participants in their children's communication journey.
I am confident that my academic foundation, clinical exposure, and community-focused approach position me to immediately contribute to your mission while growing under your guidance. As an aspiring Speech Therapist deeply invested in Nigeria's healthcare advancement, I understand that the true measure of success isn't just in therapy sessions but in children confidently speaking their first words at school assemblies or adolescents participating fully in classroom discussions – a vision I know your facility shares.
I have attached my curriculum vitae, academic transcripts, and a letter of recommendation from Dr. Adebayo (Head of Communication Sciences at UNILAG) for your review. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my skills align with your internship goals at your convenience. Thank you for considering this Internship Application Letter and my earnest pursuit of becoming a transformative Speech Therapist within the vibrant healthcare ecosystem of Nigeria Lagos.
Sincerely,
Amina O. Johnson
BSc Communication Sciences & Disorders Candidate, University of Lagos (2024)
Phone: +234 815 765 9870 | Email: amina.johnson@unilag.edu.ng
Lagos, Nigeria | Date: October 26, 2023
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