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Date: October 26, 2023
To: Hiring Manager
Organization: Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics (IBGE) – Brasília Headquarters
Address: Av. W3 Norte, Lote 155 - Brasília, DF, Brazil 70710-900
Dear Hiring Manager,
I am writing to express my enthusiastic interest in the Statistician Internship Position at the Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics (IBGE) in Brasília, Brazil. As a dedicated statistics student with a profound commitment to leveraging data for societal advancement, I am deeply inspired by IBGE’s pivotal role in shaping national policy through rigorous statistical methodologies. This Internship Application Letter outlines my qualifications, passion for statistical science within the Brazilian context, and unwavering dedication to contributing meaningfully to Brasília’s dynamic data ecosystem.
Academic Foundation and Technical Proficiency
I am currently pursuing a Bachelor of Science in Statistics at the University of Brasília (UnB), where I have cultivated a robust technical foundation directly aligned with the demands of modern statistical practice in Brazil. My coursework includes advanced subjects such as Multivariate Analysis, Time Series Forecasting, Survey Sampling Methods, and Statistical Programming using R and Python—tools indispensable for processing complex datasets like those managed by IBGE. Crucially, I have specialized in analyzing Brazilian socio-economic data through projects involving the National Household Sample Survey (PNAD) and the Agricultural Census. For instance, my recent thesis project evaluated regional disparities in access to healthcare services across Northeast Brazil using 2022 PNAD data, employing regression models and spatial analysis to identify underserved municipalities. This experience honed my ability to transform raw data into actionable insights—precisely the skillset required for impactful work at IBGE.
Beyond technical skills, I possess fluency in Portuguese (C1 level), enabling seamless integration into Brasília’s professional environment. I actively engage with Brazilian statistical literature, including publications from the National Institute of Statistics (INEGI) and journals like *Revista Brasileira de Estatística*. My understanding of Brazil’s unique data infrastructure—such as the System for Information on Health (SIS) and the National Census framework—allows me to approach statistical challenges with contextual awareness. I recognize that in Brazil Brasília, where federal agencies like IBGE drive national development plans, accuracy and cultural relevance are non-negotiable. My academic rigor ensures I can uphold these standards from day one.
Alignment with IBGE’s Mission and Brasília’s Statistical Ecosystem
My commitment to this field extends beyond academia. I have closely followed IBGE’s initiatives, particularly its role in supporting the National Development Plan (Plano Nacional de Desenvolvimento) through timely data on urbanization, poverty reduction, and environmental sustainability—issues of paramount importance to Brasília as Brazil’s political and administrative heart. For example, IBGE’s work in mapping urban sprawl across the Federal District directly informs infrastructure investments critical for Brasília’s growth. As a future Statistician, I am eager to contribute to such projects by applying my expertise in geospatial statistics and survey design. My internship goal is not merely to learn but to actively support IBGE’s mission of generating reliable, inclusive data that empowers evidence-based governance across all Brazilian regions.
Brasília’s unique position as the nation’s capital amplifies its statistical significance. The city houses key institutions like the Ministry of Health (MS), National Institute for Research in Economics (IPEA), and Central Bank of Brazil—all reliant on IBGE data. I am particularly drawn to Brasília’s role in addressing national challenges such as inequality, climate resilience, and digital transformation. By interning here, I aim to understand how statistical outputs influence policy decisions at the highest level. My familiarity with Brasília’s administrative landscape—having participated in a research collaboration with UnB’s Center for Applied Economics—ensures I can quickly navigate its professional corridors and contribute meaningfully from my first day.
Why This Internship? Commitment to Brazilian Statistical Excellence
This Internship Application Letter reflects my deep respect for Brazil’s statistical tradition. From the pioneering work of IBGE founder Gustavo Capanema to modern digital transformation efforts like the "Data Brasil" platform, Brazil has set a benchmark for data-driven governance in Latin America. I am eager to learn from IBGE’s seasoned statisticians and contribute fresh perspectives on emerging tools such as AI-assisted data validation. My proactive approach was demonstrated when I developed an R package automating missing-data imputation for Brazilian microdata—a project that earned recognition at UnB’s 2023 Data Science Symposium. I am confident this initiative aligns with IBGE’s innovation goals and would benefit your team.
Moreover, my adaptability to Brazil’s professional culture is a strength. Having lived in Brasília since 2019 for academic purposes, I am accustomed to its collaborative work environment and bureaucratic nuances. I thrive in teams where precision meets urgency—a quality essential when handling time-sensitive projects like the ongoing 2023 Census. My volunteer experience with a local NGO analyzing poverty indicators using IBGE datasets further solidified my understanding of how statistics serve communities. This hands-on exposure fuels my desire to support IBGE’s outreach efforts, ensuring data accessibility for all Brazilians.
Conclusion: A Future Statistician Ready to Contribute
I am excited about the prospect of bringing my technical skills, cultural fluency, and passion for public service to IBGE in Brasília. As a student deeply invested in Brazil’s statistical future, I see this internship as the essential bridge between academic training and professional impact. My goal is to grow into a Statistician who not only meets but elevates IBGE’s legacy of excellence—helping transform complex data into tools for equitable development across Brazil Brasília and beyond.
I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my background aligns with your needs during an interview. Thank you for considering my application. I have attached my resume, academic transcript, and a letter of recommendation from Professor Maria Clara Silva (Head of Statistics at UnB) for your review.
With sincere gratitude for your time and consideration,
Lucas Mendes
Bachelor of Science in Statistics
University of Brasília (UnB)
Brasília, DF, Brazil 70910-900
+55 61 98765-4321 | lucas.mendes@email.com
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