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June 15, 2024
The Hiring Manager
ABC Tailoring Workshop
37 Yaba Road
Lagos State, Nigeria
Subject: Internship Application for Tailor Position
Dear Hiring Manager,
I am writing with profound enthusiasm to submit my application for the Tailor Internship position at ABC Tailoring Workshop, a renowned establishment deeply embedded in Nigeria's vibrant fashion landscape of Lagos. As a passionate young designer with three years of foundational training in textile arts and an unwavering commitment to mastering traditional and contemporary tailoring techniques, I believe this internship represents the crucial next step in my professional journey within Nigeria Lagos' dynamic sartorial ecosystem. This Internship Application Letter serves as my formal expression of dedication to becoming a skilled artisan within Africa's most influential fashion capital.
Lagos has long captivated me with its unique fusion of Yoruba heritage and global fashion trends, where tailoring transcends mere garment creation to become cultural storytelling. Having grown up in the bustling markets of Surulere and observed the meticulous craftsmanship of local tailors at Oshodi Market, I developed an early appreciation for the artistry that transforms fabric into identity. My academic journey at Lagos State University's Department of Textile Design further cemented my resolve – while studying, I volunteered weekly at a community sewing cooperative in Ikeja, where I assisted with garment alterations and pattern drafting under experienced mentors. This hands-on exposure revealed how vital it is to learn within Nigeria's specific context: the humidity affecting fabric drape, the preference for vibrant Ankara prints in local markets, and the distinct demands of Lagosian clients who expect both traditional craftsmanship and modern elegance.
My technical foundation includes proficiency in operating industrial sewing machines (Juki, Brother), pattern drafting using both manual techniques and basic CAD software, fabric selection from diverse sources including local producers like WAWA Textiles in Festac Town, and understanding of Nigerian textile traditions such as Adire dyeing. I have completed a certification in Sustainable Fashion Practices through the Lagos Creative Hub Initiative, where I studied eco-friendly tailoring methods relevant to Nigeria's environmental challenges. What sets me apart is my cultural fluency – I can navigate both the formal requirements of high-end client consultations at Victoria Island boutiques and the fast-paced, improvisational demands of market-based tailoring in Surulere. For instance, during my community volunteering, I successfully adapted a complex Ankara wedding gown design for a client who needed it to withstand Lagos's humid conditions without losing its intricate beadwork.
I am particularly drawn to ABC Tailoring Workshop because of your pioneering work in blending indigenous Nigerian fabrics with contemporary silhouettes. Your recent collaboration with the Lagos Fashion Week committee, featuring collections using locally sourced Aso Oke, demonstrated a visionary approach that aligns perfectly with my aspirations. In Nigeria Lagos, where fashion is both art and economic engine – contributing over $500 million annually to the state economy – your workshop represents exactly the kind of institution where I can learn while contributing meaningfully. My goal is not merely to acquire technical skills, but to understand how tailoring in Nigeria Lagos serves as social fabric: supporting local weavers, empowering women artisans through apprenticeship programs, and creating garments that tell stories of Nigerian identity for global audiences.
What excites me most about this internship opportunity is the chance to work within Nigeria's specific production ecosystem. Unlike generic tailoring programs elsewhere, Lagos requires unique problem-solving skills – from sourcing high-quality lace during seasonal shortages to adapting patterns for diverse body types across ethnic groups. I have already begun researching your signature techniques, such as the "Lagos Lining Method" that prevents fabric fraying in our tropical climate. I am eager to learn these localized processes firsthand under your guidance. My willingness to work extended hours during peak seasons like Easter and Christmas – when demand surges for custom attire – reflects my understanding of Lagos's fashion rhythm.
I understand that this internship is more than just learning stitching techniques; it's about becoming part of Nigeria Lagos' cultural narrative through clothing. I have prepared a portfolio showcasing my pattern development skills, including adaptations of traditional Agbada designs for modern wear and sustainable upcycling projects using discarded fabrics from Ikeja Garment Market. My references include Mrs. Adebayo, owner of the Surulere-based "Elegance Tailors" who mentored me during community service, and Professor Olajide from Lagos State University's Textile Department.
Having immersed myself in Nigeria Lagos' fashion scene since childhood – from attending Sanyu Fashion Festival to observing tailors at Oshodi Market work on wedding outfits for clients traveling from Abuja and Port Harcourt – I possess both technical readiness and cultural context to thrive in this position. My fluency in Yoruba, English, and basic Pidgin allows me to communicate effectively with artisans across Lagos' diverse communities. I am prepared to relocate immediately to Victoria Island for the internship duration and can commit 40 hours weekly during our peak season months.
Thank you for considering my application as part of your commitment to nurturing the next generation of Nigerian tailors. I would be honored to contribute my energy, cultural perspective, and eagerness to learn to ABC Tailoring Workshop's legacy in Nigeria Lagos' fashion excellence. I have attached my portfolio, academic certificates, and references for your review. I welcome the opportunity for an interview at your earliest convenience – please contact me via phone or email at your preferred time.
Respectfully,
Aisha Yusuf
Tailoring Internship Candidate
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