Internship Application Letter - Tailor Position, Sri Lanka Colombo
INTERNSHIP APPLICATION LETTER
May 27, 2024
The Hiring Manager
Elite Stitch Creations
45-47 Galle Road
Colombo 03, Sri Lanka
Subject: Application for Tailoring Internship Position
Dear Hiring Manager,
With profound respect for Sri Lanka's rich textile heritage and an unwavering passion for the artistry of garment construction, I am writing this Internship Application Letter to express my enthusiastic interest in the Tailor Internship position at Elite Stitch Creations in Colombo. As a dedicated student pursuing a Diploma in Fashion Technology at the National Institute of Fashion Technology (NIFT) Colombo Campus, I have cultivated both theoretical knowledge and hands-on experience that align perfectly with your esteemed establishment's reputation for excellence in Sri Lankan fashion craftsmanship. Having witnessed firsthand how traditional tailoring techniques are seamlessly integrated with contemporary design sensibilities across Sri Lanka Colombo's vibrant fashion landscape, I am eager to contribute my skills under the mentorship of your master Tailor team.
My academic journey has been meticulously focused on developing precision in pattern-making, fabric selection, and garment construction – all essential pillars for any aspiring Tailor. During my coursework at NIFT Colombo, I completed specialized modules in 'Sri Lankan Traditional Textiles' and 'Contemporary Tailoring Techniques,' where I mastered the nuances of working with locally woven fabrics like handloom Kandyan saris and batiks. This academic foundation was powerfully reinforced through a three-month practical engagement at a renowned tailoring workshop in Fort Colombo, where I assisted senior Tailors in creating custom wedding attire for high-profile clients. There, I learned to meticulously handle delicate fabrics such as silk and lace while adhering to Sri Lankan cultural preferences for intricate embroidery and draping. Witnessing how each stitch reflected generations of craftsmanship – from the precise pleating of a 'Saree' to the tailored fit of a modern 'Shirt' – ignited my commitment to preserving this art form within Sri Lanka Colombo's dynamic fashion ecosystem.
What particularly draws me to Elite Stitch Creations is your pioneering work in revitalizing traditional Sri Lankan tailoring for global markets while maintaining cultural authenticity. Your recent collaboration with the Ministry of Cultural Affairs on the 'Heritage Weaves Initiative' demonstrated how a modern Tailor can bridge historical craftsmanship with contemporary design – an ethos I deeply admire. As someone who has grown up observing the intricate work of Tailors in Colombo's Pettah bazaar and Maradana workshops, I understand that excellence in this profession demands more than technical skill; it requires cultural sensitivity, patience, and an understanding of how garments express Sri Lankan identity. During my time assisting at a family-run tailor shop near Galle Face, I learned to adapt patterns for diverse body types while respecting the significance of modesty in Sri Lankan women's wear – a lesson that transformed my approach from mere construction to meaningful cultural expression.
I am especially motivated by Sri Lanka Colombo's unique position as the nation's fashion capital, where global designers collaborate with local Tailors to create collections that celebrate our island heritage. The city pulses with opportunities for innovation: from the bustling fabric markets of De Soysa Street to the emerging boutiques in Borella and Maradana. My proposed internship would focus on three key areas: (1) Mastering advanced techniques like hand-embroidery on traditional materials, (2) Assisting in developing sustainable practices using locally sourced fabrics, and (3) Contributing fresh digital skills for pattern digitization – all while absorbing the wisdom of your master Tailors. I have already begun creating a portfolio showcasing my work on adapting classic 'Kandyan' styles for modern wear, including a reversible saree with contemporary geometric patterns that was featured in NIFT Colombo's 2023 Fashion Week.
What sets me apart is my deep commitment to Sri Lanka Colombo as the heartland of our tailoring tradition. Unlike many graduates who seek international opportunities immediately, I am dedicated to building my career here. I believe the true essence of a Tailor – that delicate balance between artistry and cultural stewardship – flourishes within our local context. My family has been part of Colombo's textile community for three generations; my grandmother was renowned for her 'Kandyan' costume tailoring in Fort, and my father operates a workshop in Bambalapitiya where I learned to measure clients with both precision and respect for Sri Lankan hospitality. This upbringing instilled in me the understanding that every garment carries cultural significance – whether it's the careful pleating of a wedding sari or the subtle drape of an everyday 'Lunu Miris' shawl.
I am confident that my technical proficiency, cultural awareness, and passion for Sri Lankan tailoring will enable me to contribute meaningfully from day one. I have attached my portfolio showcasing pattern drafts, fabric swatches (including handwoven Kandy silk samples), and photographs of completed garments created during my academic projects. Most importantly, I bring the humility to learn from your master Tailors while offering fresh perspectives on how Sri Lanka Colombo's tailoring heritage can inspire global fashion without losing its soul.
As we navigate the exciting convergence of traditional craftsmanship and modern design in Sri Lanka Colombo, I see this internship as a crucial step toward becoming a professional who can uphold our cultural legacy while innovating for the future. I am available to begin immediately after my academic commitments conclude in June 2024 and would be honored to discuss how my skills align with your vision during an interview at your convenience.
Thank you for considering this Internship Application Letter from a future guardian of Sri Lanka's tailoring heritage. I have attached all requested documents and am prepared to provide additional references from NIFT Colombo faculty and my mentor Tailor, Mr. Arjuna Perera of the Bambalapitiya workshop, upon request.
With deepest respect for the craft,
Ranil Fernando
Diploma in Fashion Technology (Expected June 2024)
National Institute of Fashion Technology, Colombo Campus
Mobile: +94 77 123 4567 | Email: ranil.fernando@niftcolombo.lk
Portfolio Link: www.niftcolombo.lk/ranil-fashions (Sample available upon request)
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