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Dear Principal, esteemed members of the Mapungubwe High School recruitment committee,
It is with profound enthusiasm that I submit my application for the Secondary Teacher Internship position at Mapungubwe High School in Johannesburg. As a dedicated education student deeply committed to shaping South Africa’s future through quality secondary education, I am eager to contribute to your institution’s outstanding legacy of academic excellence and holistic student development within the vibrant Johannesburg context.
My academic foundation includes a Bachelor of Education (Secondary) degree with honors in English First Additional Language and History from the University of Johannesburg. This program immersed me in South Africa’s national curriculum frameworks – particularly the Curriculum and Assessment Policy Statements (CAPS) – while emphasizing practical pedagogical skills tailored to our nation’s diverse classrooms. My final year teaching practice at Soweto High School provided invaluable exposure to Johannesburg’s unique educational landscape, where I managed classes of 45+ students across Grades 8-10 in a socio-economically varied environment. This experience reinforced my understanding that effective secondary education in South Africa requires not only subject mastery but also cultural responsiveness and trauma-informed teaching approaches.
What distinguishes my approach is my unwavering alignment with the Department of Basic Education’s vision for equitable, transformative learning. During a community outreach initiative at Alexandra Township schools last year, I designed literacy workshops integrating local Zulu proverbs and Johannesburg oral storytelling traditions into English lessons – a strategy that increased student engagement by 65% according to classroom assessments. I understand that as a Secondary Teacher in South Africa, our role extends beyond textbooks: we must nurture critical thinkers capable of navigating our nation’s complex socio-political realities while fostering pride in our shared heritage. This philosophy resonates deeply with Mapungubwe High School’s mission statement emphasizing "Ubuntu-education" – learning that prioritizes community, compassion, and collective growth.
Johannesburg’s educational ecosystem presents both challenges and profound opportunities I am prepared to embrace. As a native Johannesburg resident who attended schools in Alexandra and Sandton during the post-apartheid transition era, I witnessed firsthand how quality secondary education bridges opportunity gaps. The city’s schools – from high-performing institutions like yours to those in underserved townships – exemplify South Africa’s ongoing educational renaissance. I am particularly drawn to Mapungubwe High School’s innovative STEM partnership with the Johannesburg Science Centre and your commitment to learner support systems, which align with my internship goal: to develop strategies for inclusive secondary pedagogy that address Johannesburg’s dual challenges of urbanization pressures and digital literacy gaps.
My practical toolkit includes proficiency in designing CAPS-aligned lesson plans, utilizing South Africa’s Department of Basic Education e-learning platforms (like MySchool), and implementing formative assessment techniques that reduce the high-stakes pressure often felt by Grade 10-12 students. During my internship at Soweto High School, I co-developed a History project where learners analyzed Johannesburg’s urban transformation through primary sources, connecting classroom learning to their lived experiences in Maboneng and Fordsburg. This approach not only met curriculum outcomes but also empowered students to see themselves as agents of change – a critical mindset for secondary learners navigating South Africa’s evolving society.
I recognize that becoming an effective Secondary Teacher demands continuous growth within our national context. That is why I am committed to completing the Postgraduate Certificate in Education (PGCE) through Wits University while interning at Mapungubwe High School. My academic record includes a research project on "Digital Literacy Interventions in Low-Resource Johannesburg Classrooms" which earned departmental distinction, demonstrating my ability to address systemic challenges head-on. I am also certified in first aid and child protection protocols aligned with the South African Schools Act – essential for creating safe learning environments across Johannesburg’s diverse communities.
What truly fuels my passion is witnessing how transformative secondary education can be. In 2022, I mentored three Grade 12 learners from impoverished backgrounds at Kliptown School who secured university placements in Education and Social Work – pathways that would have been unimaginable without the supportive guidance of a caring secondary educator. This experience crystallized my belief: every Johannesburg student deserves a teacher who sees their potential beyond current circumstances. As an intern, I aim to bring this same unwavering belief to Mapungubwe High School’s classrooms while learning from your experienced faculty.
I have attached my academic transcripts, teaching practice portfolio with lesson plans aligned to South Africa’s Curriculum Assessment Policy Statements, and three professional references including my University of Johannesburg Faculty Supervisor. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my proactive approach to inclusive secondary education can support Mapungubwe High School’s goals. Thank you for considering this Internship Application Letter – I am available for an interview at your earliest convenience and look forward to contributing to Johannesburg’s educational excellence.
Yours in dedication to South Africa's future,
Thandiwe Molefe
B.Ed (Secondary) Honors | University of Johannesburg
Certified Teacher Educator | Department of Basic Education
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