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Dear Hiring Committee, It is with profound enthusiasm that I submit my application for the University Lecturer Internship position within the Department of Modern Languages & Cultural Studies at the University of Barcelona. As a recent graduate with an M.A. in Comparative Literature and Digital Humanities from King's College London, and having completed advanced coursework in Catalan Studies at Pompeu Fabra University, I have cultivated a deep academic commitment to interdisciplinary pedagogy that resonates powerfully with the educational mission of your institution. This Internship Application Letter represents not merely a professional pursuit but the culmination of my lifelong dedication to fostering transformative learning experiences within Spain Barcelona's vibrant academic ecosystem. My academic journey has been characterized by an unwavering focus on language education innovation – a value central to the University Lecturer role I aspire to fill. During my master's program, I developed and piloted a digital storytelling curriculum for Spanish heritage learners that significantly increased student engagement metrics by 47% in a pilot study at King's College London. This project directly aligns with UB's strategic initiative to integrate technology into language pedagogy, particularly relevant for our university's position as a leader in the Iberian Peninsula's linguistic research landscape. The opportunity to contribute to such initiatives while immersed in Spain Barcelona – where Catalan, Spanish and global cultural dialogues converge daily – represents an unparalleled professional and personal calling. What compels me most about this internship is UB's pioneering work in transcultural education. Having spent six months conducting archival research on 20th-century Iberian literary networks at the Biblioteca de Catalunya, I witnessed firsthand how your department bridges academic rigor with community engagement through programs like "Barcelona in Motion: Language and Migration." This philosophy mirrors my own teaching ethos, which emphasizes connecting classroom content to real-world cultural contexts. In my current role as a Teaching Assistant at the Institute for Advanced Studies in Barcelona (IACB), I designed modules exploring diasporic narratives in Catalan literature that attracted over 120 students from 34 nationalities – a testament to the cross-cultural relevance that defines Spain Barcelona's academic identity. My pedagogical approach is grounded in three pillars essential to the University Lecturer role: accessibility, technological integration, and community responsiveness. I have implemented universal design principles in all my course materials, creating multilingual glossaries for complex literary concepts and utilizing platforms like Flipgrid for asynchronous peer discussions. These methods reflect UB's commitment to inclusive education as articulated in your 2023 Strategic Plan for Global Engagement. Moreover, my recent research on digital archives of Catalan feminist movements (published in the Journal of Iberian Studies) demonstrates my ability to translate scholarly work into classroom applications – a skill critical for advancing the department's research-informed teaching model. The specific context of Spain Barcelona profoundly shapes my professional vision. Living in this city has revealed how linguistic diversity serves as both academic resource and social catalyst. As a native Catalan speaker who also teaches Spanish to non-native speakers, I understand the nuanced dynamics of language identity that permeate daily life here. This lived experience informs my teaching philosophy: I view every classroom as a microcosm of Barcelona's multicultural reality where students learn not only languages but the art of intercultural dialogue. The University Lecturer role in your department would allow me to contribute meaningfully to this vital mission while growing within a community that values both academic excellence and social relevance – hallmarks that distinguish Spain Barcelona's educational landscape from conventional university environments. Beyond teaching, I am eager to contribute to the department's research initiatives. My dissertation on "Transnational Literary Networks in Post-Franco Spain" offers complementary insights for current faculty projects examining Mediterranean cultural exchanges. I would be honored to support ongoing work in the Center for Catalan Studies, particularly their collaborative research with universities across Latin America. This aligns perfectly with UB's international outlook and my own commitment to building academic bridges – a principle that has guided my volunteer work as an educational coordinator at Barcelona's Fundació Joan Miró, where I facilitated cultural exchange programs for immigrant youth. What truly sets me apart is my ability to navigate both the academic rigor required of University Lecturer positions and the dynamic energy of Spain Barcelona's intellectual community. During my studies in Madrid, I co-founded "Lengua Libre," a student-led initiative hosting monthly language cafes across the city that attracted over 300 participants from 42 countries. This experience taught me to cultivate inclusive learning spaces that respect linguistic diversity – an essential skill for teaching at UB where students represent virtually every corner of the globe. I have also developed expertise in using digital tools like Moodle and Canva for accessible course design, which would enable me to immediately contribute to your department's online learning infrastructure. The opportunity to be part of Spain Barcelona's academic community is deeply personal. My grandparents immigrated from Andalusia to Barcelona during the post-war period, and I grew up hearing stories that shaped my understanding of how language carries history and hope. This connection fuels my passion for creating classrooms where students see themselves reflected in the curriculum – a practice increasingly vital as UB expands its focus on inclusive pedagogy. The University Lecturer internship represents not just a professional milestone but a chance to honor this legacy while contributing to the next generation of Catalan and Spanish language educators. I am confident that my background in digital humanities, commitment to transcultural education, and deep connection to Barcelona's linguistic landscape position me as an ideal candidate for this Internship Application. I have attached my CV, teaching portfolio showcasing sample syllabi from my current assistantship, and letters of recommendation from Dr. Maria López (Department Chair at Pompeu Fabra) and Professor James Carter (Director of Digital Humanities at King's College). I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my vision for innovative language education aligns with UB's strategic goals during an interview at your convenience. Thank you for considering my application. I am eager to contribute to the University Lecturer team that is shaping Spain Barcelona into a global hub for linguistic and cultural scholarship. With profound respect and anticipation,
Elena Rodriguez García
M.A. in Comparative Literature & Digital Humanities
King's College London | Pompeu Fabra University
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