Internship Application Letter: UX UI Designer - Wellington, New Zealand
Internship Application Letter for UX UI Designer Position
Your Name
Your Address
Wellington, New Zealand 6011
your.email@domain.nz | +64 27 XXX XXXX
Hiring Manager
[Company Name]
[Company Address]
Wellington, New Zealand
Date: October 26, 2023
Subject: Enthusiastic Application for UX UI Designer Internship in New Zealand Wellington
Dear Hiring Manager,
It is with profound enthusiasm that I submit my application for the UX UI Designer Internship position at [Company Name] in New Zealand Wellington. As a passionate design student deeply immersed in the digital landscape of Aotearoa, I have long admired Wellington's vibrant ecosystem as the undisputed creative heart of New Zealand. This Internship Application Letter represents not merely an opportunity to learn, but a meaningful step toward contributing to the innovative spirit that defines our city's tech community.
My journey in UX/UI design began during my Bachelor of Design (Digital) at Victoria University of Wellington, where I discovered how strategic visual storytelling transforms user experiences. I've since dedicated myself to mastering industry-standard tools like Figma, Adobe XD, and Sketch while developing a strong foundation in user-centered design methodologies. What excites me most is the opportunity to apply these skills within Wellington's unique context—where indigenous Māori perspectives deeply inform contemporary digital culture, creating an environment unlike anywhere else in the world. As I prepare for my UX UI Designer career, I'm particularly drawn to how New Zealand companies like yours integrate cultural sensitivity into product development, a practice that resonates deeply with my own design philosophy.
I've followed [Company Name]'s work on [mention specific project/product], especially your recent mobile application for sustainable tourism in the Wellington region. The way you balanced accessibility with Maori cultural elements demonstrated how thoughtful UX can serve both business objectives and community values—a perfect example of the kind of impactful work I aspire to contribute to during this internship. What makes Wellington exceptional is its tight-knit tech community where design thinking isn't siloed but woven into every product conversation, from startups in the CUBO complex to established firms like Xero. This collaborative environment is exactly where I want to grow as a designer.
My academic projects reflect my commitment to meaningful design. For instance, I led a team project creating an accessible voting platform for Wellington City Council's youth engagement initiative, which involved extensive user interviews with disabled voters and Māori youth communities. Through this work, I developed a nuanced understanding of inclusive design principles that go beyond WCAG compliance—such as considering cultural context in navigation patterns and color symbolism. The project received recognition at the 2023 Wellington Design Awards for "Most Community-Driven Solution." This experience taught me how crucial it is to listen deeply before designing, a principle I believe aligns perfectly with [Company Name]'s stated values of "human-centered innovation."
What truly motivates my pursuit of this Internship Application Letter is Wellington's unique position as New Zealand's creative capital. Having grown up in the city and participated in events like the Wellington Design Sprint and Māori Digital Futures conferences, I understand how our local design scene thrives on cross-cultural collaboration. Unlike other global tech hubs, Wellington offers an unparalleled balance—proximity to natural wonders like Mount Victoria while being a globally connected digital workplace. This environment fosters the kind of innovative thinking that elevates UX from mere functionality to cultural resonance. I'm eager to contribute my fresh perspective as a local student while learning from industry leaders who understand how New Zealand's distinct identity shapes digital experiences.
During my internship, I aim to bring three key strengths: First, my fluency in both Western design frameworks and Te Ao Māori (Māori world view) perspectives gained through studying at the Wellington campus. Second, my proficiency in rapid prototyping and usability testing—I recently conducted a study with 27 participants that improved task success rates by 42% for a local health app. Third, my commitment to ethical design principles; I'm certified in the Design Council's Ethical Design Framework and have volunteered with Digital Māori to create culturally safe digital tools for rural communities.
I've researched how your team approaches design challenges and am particularly impressed by your recent focus on sustainability metrics in product development. In my university capstone project, I developed a carbon footprint dashboard that helped users reduce digital consumption—directly aligning with your company's environmental values. I believe an internship at [Company Name] would allow me to deepen this work while contributing to projects that matter in New Zealand context.
Wellington's design community operates on the principle that "kia ora" (hello/good health) isn't just a greeting—it's an ethos of mutual respect and well-being. I've observed how local designers like those at The Design Practice and Tilted Studio embody this through collaborative workshops and community initiatives. As someone who volunteers weekly with Wellington's Digital Māori Network, I understand how design can empower communities while respecting cultural protocols. This holistic approach to UX UI Designer work is precisely what makes New Zealand Wellington such a unique incubator for ethical innovation.
I'm writing this Internship Application Letter from my home in Brooklyn, where I've been researching your design systems and participating in Wellington's virtual designer meetups. I'd be honored to bring my energy, fresh perspective, and commitment to culturally aware design to your team. Having already immersed myself in the local industry through events like the 2023 NZ Digital Design Conference (attended virtually from New Zealand), I'm ready to contribute immediately while learning from your talented designers.
Thank you for considering my application. I've attached my portfolio showcasing projects including the Wellington Youth Voting Platform, sustainable e-commerce UI case studies, and cultural accessibility frameworks. I welcome the opportunity to discuss how my skills in Figma prototyping, user research methodology, and cross-cultural design thinking can support your team's goals during this internship in New Zealand's most dynamic creative city. I'm available for an interview at your earliest convenience and can be reached via email or phone.
With warmest regards,




Your Name
Victoria University of Wellington Student | UX UI Design Focus
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