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Dear Hiring Team at Arcane Digital Studios,
It is with immense enthusiasm that I submit my Internship Application Letter for the UX UI Designer Intern position at Arcane Digital Studios in the vibrant city of Spain Barcelona. As a forward-thinking design student deeply immersed in Barcelona’s dynamic creative ecosystem, I am eager to contribute to your team while honing my skills under your esteemed mentorship. My academic background, hands-on project experience, and profound connection to Spain Barcelona position me as an ideal candidate for this opportunity.
I am currently pursuing a Master’s in Digital Design at the Universitat Pompeu Fabra, where I’ve immersed myself in user-centered design methodologies. My coursework emphasizes accessibility, cultural context, and cross-platform interaction patterns—principles that resonate deeply with Barcelona’s unique blend of tradition and innovation. Having grown up near La Boqueria Market, I understand how spatial storytelling shapes human experience; this insight directly informs my approach to designing intuitive interfaces. For instance, in my recent project "Babel Barcelona," I created a multilingual navigation app for tourists using Figma and user journey mapping, which received commendation from the Barcelona City Council’s innovation office. This project wasn’t just about functionality—it was about honoring the city’s soul through design.
As an aspiring UX UI Designer, I’ve mastered industry-standard tools including Figma, Adobe XD, and Sketch while developing a strong foundation in UX research. My portfolio (accessible at johnathanmartinez.design) features case studies such as "Sant Jordi’s Digital Garden," a sustainable urban farming platform I developed with local NGOs. This project required ethnographic interviews with Barcelona residents to understand their relationship with green spaces—a process that taught me how cultural nuances directly impact design decisions. I also spearheaded A/B testing for a student-run e-commerce startup, increasing mobile conversion rates by 32% through micro-interaction refinements. These experiences solidified my belief that exceptional design is born from empathy and contextual awareness—qualities I’ve cultivated living in Barcelona’s multicultural environment.
What truly excites me about interning at Arcane Digital Studios is your commitment to human-centric innovation, exemplified by projects like "Barcelona Soundscapes" (a sensory app for the blind). As someone who volunteers weekly at La Casa de les ones, a Barcelona nonprofit supporting immigrant integration through digital literacy workshops, I’ve seen how inclusive design bridges communities. My fluency in Catalan (B1 level) and conversational Spanish—honed through years of living here—allows me to engage authentically with diverse user groups. I don’t just speak the language; I understand the cultural rhythms that shape Barcelona’s digital landscape. For example, during my volunteer work, I adapted a financial literacy app interface for Catalan-speaking seniors by simplifying icons and incorporating local symbols like the "catalan red" color palette—a small change that significantly boosted usability.
Spain Barcelona represents more than a location for me—it’s the living canvas of my design philosophy. The city’s fusion of Gothic architecture and cutting-edge tech (like our recent 5G-powered public transport system) inspires how I approach problem-solving. I’ve attended countless meetups at La Fàbrica and Taller de Diseny, where conversations about "designing for Barcelona’s soul" have shaped my methodology. When applying for this Internship Application Letter, I’m not just seeking to learn from your team; I aim to contribute fresh perspectives rooted in Barcelona’s identity. My understanding of local user behavior—from café culture influencing app onboarding flows to the significance of public space in interaction design—ensures my work will align with Arcane’s mission.
I’m particularly drawn to your recent project for "Barcelona Green Routes," which uses geospatial data to create accessible park navigation. Having cycled through Parc de la Ciutadella daily since 2018, I grasp the emotional weight of urban spaces. I’d love to bring my firsthand knowledge of Barcelona’s pedestrian zones and cultural touchpoints to your team—whether refining micro-interactions for elderly users or designing AR features that highlight hidden historical sites. This internship isn’t a stepping stone; it’s a chance to embed myself in Spain Barcelona’s creative DNA while growing as an UX UI Designer.
In addition to my design acumen, I bring proactive collaboration skills developed through cross-functional teamwork. At UPC, I led a group of 5 students from Germany, Senegal, and Mexico to create a disaster-response app for Mediterranean communities—navigating language barriers and time zones with empathy. This mirrors the global mindset Arcane embodies in projects serving diverse audiences across Europe. I’m equally comfortable presenting wireframes to stakeholders or conducting guerrilla usability tests at local markets like El Raval.
As a lifelong resident of Barcelona, I’ve witnessed how our city’s design ethos—where a street vendor’s stall is as meticulously arranged as a startup’s product—teaches us that beauty and function are inseparable. I’m ready to bring this philosophy to Arcane Digital Studios, contributing immediately through research synthesis and wireframing while learning from your senior designers. My CV (attached) details further projects, including my collaboration with the Barcelona Design Week team on accessibility guidelines for public transport apps.
I would be honored to discuss how my skills in user research, prototyping, and cultural intelligence align with Arcane’s vision. Thank you for considering this Internship Application Letter. I’ve attached my portfolio and CV for your review and welcome the opportunity to speak at your convenience. Barcelona’s creative spirit thrives on connection—I look forward to building one with you.
With warm regards,
Johnathan Martinez
Master of Digital Design Candidate
Universitat Pompeu Fabra, Barcelona
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