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Dr. Eleanor Thompson
Practice Manager
Wellington Animal Health Centre
150 Willis Street
Wellington, New Zealand
Subject: Application for Veterinary Internship Position
Dear Dr. Thompson,
I am writing with profound enthusiasm to express my application for the Veterinary Internship position at Wellington Animal Health Centre, as advertised on the New Zealand Veterinary Association (NZVA) career portal. As a recent graduate of Massey University’s Doctor of Veterinary Medicine program with exceptional clinical training and a deep commitment to animal welfare within New Zealand’s unique ecological context, I am confident that my skills align perfectly with the mission of your esteemed practice in New Zealand Wellington. This Internship Application Letter represents not just a professional opportunity, but the culmination of years dedicated to preparing myself for service within Aotearoa’s vibrant veterinary community.
The decision to pursue a veterinary career in New Zealand was deeply influenced by my admiration for our nation’s holistic approach to animal health and conservation. During my studies at Massey, I immersed myself in coursework focused specifically on New Zealand ecosystems—studying indigenous species like kākāpō, tūī, and the endangered long-tailed bat (pekapeka), which require specialized veterinary protocols. I understand that a Veterinarian working in New Zealand Wellington must navigate unique challenges: from managing biosecurity risks linked to our island nation’s geographic isolation to addressing the specific health needs of both domestic pets and native wildlife within an urban-rural continuum. My academic projects included analyzing case studies on kiwi rehabilitation programs at the Department of Conservation (DOC) facilities near Wellington, reinforcing my understanding that ethical veterinary practice here demands cultural sensitivity alongside clinical excellence.
My practical experience directly prepares me for this internship. As a student clinician at the Massey University Veterinary Teaching Hospital, I performed over 150 spay/neuter procedures under supervision and gained extensive experience with common domestic species while also assisting in wildlife triage protocols developed by DOC. I spent six months as an apprentice veterinarian at a suburban practice in Lower Hutt (a suburb of New Zealand Wellington), where I managed daily operations including vaccination drives, dental cleanings, and emergency care for dogs and cats. Crucially, I collaborated with the local Māori veterinary team on cultural competency workshops that emphasized *kaitiakitanga* (guardianship) in animal care—a principle central to Māori perspectives on nature that profoundly shaped my professional ethos. This experience taught me that a successful Veterinarian in Wellington doesn’t just treat animals, but engages with the community’s cultural and ecological values.
What draws me specifically to Wellington Animal Health Centre is your practice’s reputation for pioneering community-focused care, particularly through partnerships with organizations like the Wellington Zoo and local wildlife rescue groups. I was deeply impressed by your recent initiative providing free vaccinations for feral cat populations in the Hutt Valley—a project that directly addresses both animal welfare and ecological balance. As someone who completed a research project on urban wildlife-human conflict resolution, I am eager to contribute my skills to similar initiatives. My fluency in basic te reo Māori phrases ("Kia kaha," "Tēnā koe") and ongoing participation in NZVA cultural training sessions demonstrate my commitment to embedding respectful practice into every aspect of care—something I know is vital for a Veterinarian serving the diverse communities of New Zealand Wellington.
I am particularly adept at adapting to New Zealand’s specific veterinary regulations. During my studies, I mastered protocols under the Animal Welfare Act 1999 and gained certification in biosecurity practices required for working with native species. My time at the Lower Hutt clinic also honed my ability to use NZ-specific software like Vetsmart and manage compliance with the Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) standards—a skill that will allow me to contribute immediately during this internship. Furthermore, I have a strong foundation in preventive medicine, having designed a community education program on parvovirus prevention for local dog parks that was adopted by three Wellington-based charities.
The opportunity to grow under the mentorship of your experienced team represents an unparalleled step toward becoming a fully licensed veterinary practitioner in Aotearoa. I am eager to learn from your expertise in managing complex cases while contributing my energy to your clinic’s reputation for compassionate, innovative care. As a person who has spent countless weekends volunteering at animal shelters across Wellington and hiking the trails of Wellington City Park observing local wildlife, I already feel deeply connected to this region and its people. My goal is not merely to work here, but to become an integral part of New Zealand Wellington’s veterinary community for decades to come.
I am available for an interview at your earliest convenience and have attached my CV, academic transcripts, and three professional references—including Dr. Aroha Te Rangi (Massey University) who oversaw my wildlife project in the Wairarapa region. Thank you for considering this Internship Application Letter. I am confident that my dedication to ethical veterinary practice, cultural humility, and passion for New Zealand’s unique animal health landscape would make me a valuable addition to Wellington Animal Health Centre as we collectively work toward the vision of healthier animals and communities across our beautiful nation.
With sincere appreciation,
James Wilson
Doctor of Veterinary Medicine (DVM), Massey University
+64 21 345 6789 | james.wilson@email.co.nz
N.Z. Veterinary Council Registration Number: VET-027891
Word Count: 847
Document Type: Internship Application Letter for Veterinarian Position in New Zealand Wellington
