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March 25, 2023
Dr. Fatoumata Sow
Director of Veterinary Services
Dakar Animal Health Consortium (DAHC)
Rue de la Paix, N°78
Dakar, Senegal
Subject: Formal Internship Application for Veterinary Internship at Dakar Animal Health Consortium
Dear Dr. Sow,
With profound enthusiasm and deep respect for the critical work your organization conducts across Senegal Dakar, I am writing to submit my formal Internship Application Letter for the Veterinary Internship position at the Dakar Animal Health Consortium (DAHC). As a final-year veterinary student at the National Veterinary School of Alfort in France with specialized coursework in tropical disease management and community animal health programs, I have long admired DAHC's pioneering efforts in addressing veterinary challenges within Senegal Dakar's unique socioeconomic landscape. This Internship Application Letter represents not merely a professional opportunity, but the culmination of my academic journey dedicated to advancing equitable veterinary care across Africa.
My fascination with Senegal Dakar began during my year-long study program at Cheikh Anta Diop University in 2021, where I observed firsthand the intricate relationship between animal health and community resilience. In Dakar's bustling neighborhoods like Pikine and Guediawaye, I witnessed how livestock serves as both economic lifeline and health concern for families—particularly with the prevalence of rabies, zoonotic diseases like Rift Valley Fever, and limited access to veterinary services. This experience crystallized my understanding that effective veterinary practice in Senegal Dakar requires more than clinical skill; it demands cultural intelligence, community engagement, and adaptation to resource-limited environments. My academic research on "Sustainable Livestock Health Systems in Urban West Africa" directly addresses these challenges, positioning me to contribute meaningfully during this Veterinary Internship.
Throughout my veterinary training at Alfort, I have developed a robust skill set specifically aligned with Senegal Dakar's needs. My clinical rotations included working alongside veterinarians at Paris's Cité Vétérinaire, where I gained expertise in small animal surgery and preventive care—skills directly transferable to DAHC's mobile clinics serving street dogs and livestock in urban settings. More significantly, I completed a 12-week field internship with the Senegalese Ministry of Agriculture in Thiès, focusing on rabies control initiatives. This experience taught me essential protocols for community-based vaccination drives while navigating cultural nuances—such as adapting messaging to align with local beliefs about animal care and gaining trust within religious communities. In Dakar specifically, I assisted in setting up temporary clinics at the Fann Hospital veterinary wing during a canine distemper outbreak, learning how to manage high patient volumes under resource constraints—a scenario common throughout Senegal Dakar's expanding urban centers.
What distinguishes my approach as a future Veterinarian is my commitment to the "One Health" framework that DAHC champions. I recognize that human, animal, and environmental health are inseparable in Senegal Dakar's context where 75% of households rely on livestock for income (World Bank, 2022). During my time in Dakar, I collaborated with local NGO Sénégal Santé Animale to develop educational materials about zoonotic disease prevention in multiple Wolof and French dialects—materials now used by DAHC's community health workers. This work revealed how veterinary interns can become pivotal bridges between clinical practice and community needs. My fluency in French, Wolof, and basic English further enables me to engage with diverse stakeholders across Senegal Dakar's population, from rural farmers to urban pet owners.
I am particularly drawn to DAHC's innovative "Dakar Veterinary Mobile Unit" program because it embodies the practical solutions needed for Senegal Dakar. Unlike traditional clinics limited by location, these mobile teams reach communities like the fishing villages along the Saloum Delta and informal settlements where veterinary access remains critical. During my previous internship in Thiès, I shadowed a mobile unit during a foot-and-mouth disease response—a mission that required rapid diagnosis, vaccine distribution across remote villages, and coordination with local mayors. This experience confirmed my passion for field-based veterinary work as the most effective way to impact Senegal Dakar's health landscape. I am eager to contribute to similar initiatives while learning from DAHC's renowned team on integrating digital tools (like mobile data collection apps) into resource-constrained settings.
My academic achievements reflect this dedication: I maintained a 3.8/4.0 GPA while leading a student group that established the "Vétérinaire pour l'Afrique" initiative, securing partnerships with three Dakar-based animal welfare organizations for volunteer exchanges. As part of this project, I designed a training module on basic wound management for community animal health workers—now being piloted across Senegal Dakar by DAHC's training department. Furthermore, my thesis on "Optimizing Rabies Eradication Strategies in Urban African Settings" included fieldwork data from Dakar's Saly district, where I analyzed vaccination coverage gaps related to cultural perceptions of dog ownership. This research directly supports DAHC's strategic goals and demonstrates my capacity for meaningful contribution from day one.
Senegal Dakar represents more than a location for this Veterinary Internship—it is a living laboratory where veterinary medicine intersects with cultural preservation, economic development, and environmental stewardship. I have followed DAHC's work in promoting ethical livestock practices that respect traditional farming methods while improving food safety standards. Your recent collaboration with the World Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) on the Dakar Zoonoses Surveillance Network particularly resonates with my aspiration to become a Veterinarian who bridges global health frameworks and local realities. I am confident that my blend of clinical training, field experience in Senegal, and cultural fluency would enable me to support DAHC's mission while learning from your exceptional team.
As you consider this Internship Application Letter, please know I have attached my comprehensive CV detailing further academic projects and references. I am available for an interview at your earliest convenience and can adapt to any internship schedule required by DAHC. Having witnessed the transformative impact of veterinary care in Senegal Dakar firsthand—from the bustling markets of Grand Marché to the quiet villages along the coast—I am eager to contribute my energy, skills, and cultural understanding toward building a healthier future for animals and communities across this vibrant nation.
Thank you for considering my application. I look forward to discussing how my dedication to veterinary excellence in Senegal Dakar can align with DAHC's visionary work.
Sincerely,
Amina Diop
Final-Year Veterinary Student (DVM Candidate)
French-Senegalese Dual National
Email: amina.diop@student.alfort.fr | Phone: +33 6 12 34 56 78
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/amina-diop-vet | Portfolio: amina-diop-vet.org
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